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\-r Qatari leader leaves 

. -7;' AMMAN (J.T.) — Sheikh 
7 > Mohammad Ben Hamad A1 
1 Thani, eider brother of the 
; ; emir . of Qatar, left Amman 

. Friday at the end of the three- 
_ " day visit to Jordan. During the 
visit Sheikh Mohammad was 
received by His Majesty King 
■: Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
A * " Minister Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
, ,. ; 1 jali and other senior officials. 
Z 1 '-* Qatari Ambassador Nasser 
Abdul Aziz A1 Nasser Friday 
hosted a lunch in honour of 
t Sheikh Mohammad. It was 
attended by Upper House 
..;•=» ■ Speaker Ahmaa- AI Lawzi. 
Royal Court Advisor Yana! 
Hi km at, several Cabinet minis- 
ters and senior officials. 
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Iran-lraq talks end 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
official returned to Tehran af- 
. ter talks in Baghdad on norma- 
ls 00! Using ties between the two 
former Gulf war foes. Tehran 
'' Television reported Friday. 

, Deputy Foreign Minister Javad 

- • ■ Zarif returned home late 
.. Thursday after his four-day 
.-.~J.fcvisit. Speaking on television, 

„■ ..".jjj *Mr. Zarif said that outstanding 
issues from the 198&88 war 
between the two countries 
. dominated the talks. 

;■ ‘Iraq seeks contacts 
With Israel* 

' TEL AVIV (AFP) — Iraq has 
.. V offered to open official con- 
tacts with Israel, the Yediot 
•• Aharanot newspaper reported 
Friday. Iraqi government offi- 
rials met an lsraeli represen ta- 
, T .live in a European capital re- 
cently, the biggest-selling daily 
-* said. A senior Israeli official 
told the newspaper that Bagh- 
'» _dad wanted Israel to hdto. tmr., 

• “prove its with the'TJntteo 

States. Spokesman for Prhhfl 

- - ; Minister Yitzhak Rabin said he 

- - ‘ had no information about the- 

. report and a foreign mmistiy 

• - spokesman refused to com- 
/ ' j^rnent. 

- Saudis draw 

7.7 DOHA (AFP) — A last- 

. - minute equaliser by Saudi Ara- 

• bia's Ahmad Jamil cost South 
Korea the chance to go clear at 

-l- the top of the Asian World 
. V" : . Cup final qualifying group here 
on Friday. The two teams both 
have four points from three 
games but South Korea lead oo 
goal difference (Iraq beats 
Iran, page 9). 

Boycott talks 
jabuss- postponed 

ie in U-5 DAMASCUS (R) — The Sy- 
rian Arab News Agency 
.jSANA), said Thursday that a 
meeting of the Arab Boycott of 
Israel Office scheduled for 
Sunday had. been postponed 
indefinitely. It did not give any 
reasons for the move. 

Hijack bid lolled 

SANAA (AFP) — A. knife- 
wielding Yemeni man tried to 
hijack an Egyptian airliner 
flying from' Cairo to Sanaa in 
northern. Yemen Friday, but 
was overpowered. by the crew, 
officials said; Shortly before 
the Egypt Air Airbus A320 
touched down' at Sanaa the 
attacker, Ahmad Aii Abu Ali. 
told the crew to bead for 
Aden, the main town in fouth- 
em Yemen.. The crew overpo- 
wered the hijacker and later 
.handed him over to security 
^officials at Sanaa airport , the ' 
source said. 

Druze head named 

TEL AVIV (AP)- — Some 
1.200 Druze clerics from 
Israel. Lebanon and the occu- 
pied Golan Heights confirmed 
. MuafaJe Tarif of Israel as their 
' leader Friday, Israel Radio re- 
. ported. Sheikh Tarif is the 
grandson of Sheikh Amin 

• Tarif, who died at 95 on Oct. 2 

■ after leading the Druze com- 
munity in Israel for over 60 
years.'- His influence extended 
to Druze in Syria and Leba- 
non. 

■ Israel: Qatar wants to 
sell gas 

TEL AVIV (R) — ' Israeli 
Energy Minister Moshe Shah a! 
'gjsaid a Gulf emirate wants to 
r sell Israel natural, gas despite a 
lack of diplomatic ties, his 
office said on Friday. Mr. 
Shahal was. referring to Qatar, ’ 
Israeli media said. . 


■*! 


ui 

ess* 


Israel cuts ban 
on Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel eased res- 
trictions on Friday on Palesti- 
nians entering the Jewish state 
and occupied Jerusalem, a 
move seen as a goodwill ges- 
ture to help talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al said women of all ages, men 
over 40 and children under 16 
accompanied by an adult could 
enter Israel and Jerusalem. 
Israel radio said the measures 
would take effect from next 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Shahal tod reporters in 
Haifa that doctors and em- 
ployees of the Jerusalem muni- 
cipality would also be allowed 
in. , 

On Thursday the Likud bloc 
at the Knesset introduced and 
won an amendment to Jeru- 
salem law that bars the Israeli 
government from entoring into 
negotiations that might affect 
the status of the city without a 
two-third majority at the Knes- 
set. 

Palestinian leaders have de- 
manded the government lift 
the seven-month-old restric- 
tions and free Palestinian pris- 
oners to show their people 
tangible results from a peace 
accord signed with Israel last 
month. 

Israel agreed on Thursday in 
talks with Palestinians in the 
Red Sea resort of Taba to 


release a first batch of Arab 
4 prisoners. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said on Friday progress 
in the talks with the PLO 
would lead to further releases. 

“We shall start with several 
hundred but this is not the end 
of the story," Mr. Peres told 
visiting Jewish fundraisers. “It 
is on the agenda and I believe 
that as we progress through the 
negotiations more prisoners 
shall be released." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Israel held 9.500 
prisoners but the PLO puts the 
figure between 12,000 and 
14,000, most detained during 
the six-year-old Palestinian up- 
rising. 

Mr. Shahal said Palestinians 
with security records would 
still be barred from Israel. The 
closure was clamped on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
after a spate of Arab attacks on 
Jews in March. 

The Palestinians had warned 
that the talks on transferring 
power in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho — due to be 
concluded by Dec. 13 — would 
go nowhere if prisoners were 
not released. 

On Thursday, an air of crisis 
hovered over the Taba talks as 
Palestinian delegates said 
Israel was. not meeting their 
minimal demands. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ross leaves Syria 
after marathon talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Middle East envoy Denis 
Ross flew out of here Friday 
after marathon talks with Pres- 
ident Hafez AJ Assad on reviv- 
ing the stalled Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

He discussed with Mr. Assad 
a visit to the region next month 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, the Sy- 
rian News Agency reported at 
the end of more than seven 
hours of talks 

Mr. Ross pledged he would 
“work hard” to secure prog- 
ress in talks between Israel and 
Syria when he arrived here 
Thursday with messages for 
Mr. Assad from President Bill 
Clinton and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

It was not dear if Mr. Ross 
brought to Syria any new prop- 
osals capable of ending the 
deadlock in its talks with 
Israel. The negotiations have 
bogged down over the Golan 
Heights. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh told Reuters 
that Mr. Ross gave Mr. Assad 
a message from President Clin- 
ton Thursday night. 

The message affirmed “the 
U.S. administration's commit-* 
merit to continue its efforts to 
find a comprehensive settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict," he said. 

U.S. sources said Mr. Ross, 
who has had talks with Egyp- 
tian, Palestinian,. . Jordanian 
and Israeli leaders, was return- 
ing to the United States and 
would not be visiting Lebanon 
* — — 


— with Jordan the other Arab 
party to the peace talks. 

Mr. Ross briefed the Syrian 
leader on the outcome of his 
tour of the region, they added. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Friday that 
Israel should focus on further- 
ing peace talks with Jordan 
before those with Syria. 

“We cannot pick up all the 
burdens at once. We have to 
pick up one load at a time. At 
this stage I believe we have to 
do the Jordanian load before 
we move on to the Syrian 
load,” he said in remarks 
broadcast by Israel Radio. 

Mr. Peres said Israel should 
tiy to nurture negotiations with 
Jordan since they had already 
progressed to a joint agenda. 
The agenda was signed a day 
after the Sept. 13 Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) self-rule deal. 

“There is progress (with Jor- 
dan)... we signed with them a 
joint agenda. It's more than an 
agenda, it is essentially an out-' 
line for peace. Now we have to 
lift all the negotiations one 
level higher,” Mr. Peres said. 

Syrian officials have 
threatened to boycott the next 
round of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks unless Damascus is sure 
of progress on the Syrian- 
Israeli track. 

They have rejected Israeli 
calls for secret negotiations and 
separate peace agreements and 
insisted on a comprehensive 
peace settlement within the 
framework of the U.S.- 
brokered process. 



Germany to give JD 18m in 
aid and JD 4m in write-off 


Switzerland converts JD16.5m 
loans into development grant 


AMMAN — In addition to 

? [ranting DM 43.8 million 
JD 18 million) in grants and 
loans to Jordan for fiscal year 
1994, Germany will also write 
off DM 9.7 million (JD 4 mil-. 
Hon) of the Kingdom's debt, a 
senior diplomat said Friday. 

The debt relief offer was' 
made last week in talks be- 
tween Jordanian officials and a 
visiting German delegation, 
which on Thursday signed the 
minutes of discussions that 
produced the agreement on the 
1994 assistance to Jordan, said 
Mathias Meyers, first secretary 
at the German embassy in Am- 
man. 

The offer, which includes a 
stipulation that 50 per cent of 
the amount to be written off 
would be used for environmen- 
tal protection, was accepted by 
Jordan and will be formalised 
soon with an official agree- 
ment, Mr. Meyers told the 
Jordan Times. 


By P.V. Vivekaoand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


The write-off will bring 
down Jordan’s total debts to 
Germany to around DM 60 
million (JD 25 million. 

Under the agreement signed 
Thursday, Jordan will get DM 
13.8 million (around JD 5.8 
million) in technical assistance 
— which means grants in tech- 
nical aid for development — 
and DM 30 million (JD 12.2 
million) in soft loans during 
fiscal year 1994. 

Mr. Meyers said one of the 
projects expected to be fi- 
nanced under the 1994 aid was 
the replacement of a pipeline 
at Kirbat Al Samra plant, Jor- 
dan's largest waste water treat- 
ment plant located 35 
kilometres northeast of Am- 
man. 

Other projects under consid- 
eration include building a new 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN — Switzerland has 
become the first European 
country to offer full debt 
relief to Jordan by converting 
S23.6 million (JD 16.5 mil- 
lion) of loans into grants. 
Jordan, burdened with a 
foreign debt of $6.88 billion, 
is hoping that the Swiss ges- 
ture would be followed by 
other European creditors 
who bold the bulk of the 
Kingdom's external debts. 

Under an agreement 
signed Thursday by Finance 
Minister Sami -Gammo and 
Swiss Ambassador Gian- 
Frederico Pedotti. the Bern 
government converted the 
loans into development 
assistance with the stipulation 
that 27 per cent of the 
amount would be used in 
local currency to promote 
Jordanian exports and de- 


velop the Kingdom's tourism 
sector. 

Despite the stipulation, the 
agreement means '“full debt 
reduction” since the amount 
• set aside will be used . for 
development projects within 
Jordan. Mr. Gammo noted. 

“It is a very good begin- 
ning in realising Jordan's 
quest to reduce its debt over- 
hang, and we hope other 
European countries would 
extend similar gestures." Mr. 
Gammo told the Jordan 
Times Friday. 

Jordan figures among 
countries with the highest per 
capita foreign debt, he 
pointed out. “The burden is 
far beyond the scope of a 
country like Jordan." 

The finance minister 
emphasised that without 
addressing 'the economic 
problems of Jordan in a man- 
ner that reflects in terms of 

(Continued on page 10) 


Troops fire on Kashmir 
protesters; over 30 dead 


SRINAGAR (Agencies) — In- 
dian troops shot dead at least 
31 people in Kashmir on Fri- 
day when they fired into 
crowds of angry Muslims oh 
the besieged Hazratbal- mos- 
que, police and hospital 
sources said. 

Twenty-four demonstrators 
were shot dead in the town of 
Bijbibar, some 40 kilometres 
south ofherc, while seven peo- 
ple died during day-long anti- 
Indian protests which rocked 
this Kashmir summer capital. 

A total of more than 200 
people were injured as police 
used clubs, teargas and live 
ammunition to "disperse de- 
monstrators who defied a cur- 
few and attempted to march on 
the Hazratbal shrine, 'accor- 
idng to the police. 

Superintendent of Police 
Mohammad Amin said that 15 
people died in Bijbihar when 
paramilitary Border Security 
Force (BSF) troops opened 
fired to break up a 30,000- 
strong crowd heading for the 
mosque. 

Doctors at Bijbihar's main 
•hospital told AFP that 24 peo- 
ple had died and more than 100 
had been injured, including 20 
who. werre in serious condi- 


tion. 

In Srinagar, thousands of 
people took to the streets 
shouting “break the siege" and 
attempting to organise mar- 
ches on the mosque where a 
group of 30 armed Muslim 
militants has been holed up for 
a week. 

Most of the protests were 
swiftly brokenbp by troop us- 
ing dubs and teargas but a 
crowd estimated at up to 
20.000 people formed in the 
Safa Kadal area of Srinagar 
and headed for the mosque 
some 10 kilometres from here. 

BSF troops first used team- 
gas to try to halt the marchers 
and opened fire when they 
were about seven kilometres 
short of their destination, wit- 
nesses said. 

Three people were killed 
and more than 50 injured in 
the gunfire and a stampede 
which followed the -first bursts 
of ■ automatic weapons fire, 
police said. 

Maulvi Mohammad Abbas 
Ansari, a prominent Kashmiri 
politidan who led the mar- 
chers, was among the injured, 
police said. He was taken to an 
army hospital but the extent of 
his injuries was not known. 


Korea Gold Star to hold Amman meeting 


AMMAN — The Ko- 
rean Gold Star Com- 
pany will hold its re- 
gional strategic meeting 
for the Middle East 
here from Oct. 25 to 
Oct. 28, according to a 
decision taken by the 
company’s Board of 
Directors chairman. 

The board’s decision 
to convene the meeting 
in Amman was brought 
about by the political 
and economic stability 
Jordan enjoys. The 
board’s chairman vi- 
sited Jordan twice and 
received Jordan’s Inde- 
pendence Medal of the 


First Order, which was 
bestowed upon him by 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

The conference aims 
at formulating the com- 
pany's joint strategy for 
Gold Star Korea and 
Gold Star Jordan. It 
also seeks to implement 
the joint plans of the 
two companies. Under 
the plans. Gold Star 
Jordan will export its 
products' abroad. A 
press conference on the 
occasion will be held 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, at 
5:00 p.m. 


New Fall And Winter Collection 93/94 

BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Extension Of Rainbow Street 
Tel: 657094 



PROUD GRANDPARENT AND PARENTS: 
His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben Al 
Hussein and his wife Princess Alia Al Faisal 
Friday had their second baby, a boy. Accord- 
ing to a communique issued by the Royal 


Court, His Majesty King Hussein named the 
newborn Omar. Prince Faisal and Princess 
Alia got married in 1987 and have a one-year- 
old daughter. Princess Aya 


1 million of 1,514,000 in roster 
expected to collect voter cards 


By Suhair Obeidat - 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government 
expects over one million of the 
1.514,000 registered voters to 
collect their voting cards. In- 
terior Minister Salameh Ham- 
mad was quoted as saying Fri- • 
day. 

The Omani News Agency 
(ONA) quoted the minister as 
saying that more than half a 
million voters had collected 
their voting cards in less than a 
week after the assigned centres 
started distributing the cards, 
without which voters cannot 
cast their ballot on Nov. 8. 
This is an “excellent turnout,” 
he said. 

- Ministry of Interior reports 
have indicated an increase in 
the number of eligible voters 
who turned out to collect their 
cards over the last two days. 

The ministry has taken a 
number of measures to facili- 
tate and expedite the process. 
These include providing candi- 
dates with computer disks of 
the names of voters registered 
In their districts and allowing 
candidates and their suppor- 
ters to collect cards if they 
produce a legalised authorisa- 
tion accompanied by his/her 
family book. 

“While these measures have 
helped, the process is still ex- 
cruciating despite the rosy pic- 
ture that the ministry is trying 
to portray," said one campaign 
manager who did not wish to 
be named. 

A voter has to look for 
his/her name sometimes 


among thousands of hand- 
written names before the 
assigned centre hands out the 
cards. In a Third District cen- 
tre. for example, there are 
some 20.000 names through 
which voters much search for 
their names. “It is a time- 
consuming and indeed frustrat- 
ing process, and only those 
who really care are willing to 
spend at least two hours look- 
ing for their names," said the 
campaign manager. 

There were also some inci- 
dents where after finally find- 
ing the name on the list, a 
voter would not find his/her 
card and is then asked to check 
with the governorate. "In that 
case, the votger just gives up 
and -goes home." one candi- 
date said. 

4 

Despite the ministry's 
attempts to ensure that there is 
no discrepency in the number 
of voters by revising and 
checking the names to avoid 
duplication, incidents were re- 
potted of repeated names and 
voters obtaining more than one 
voting card in their name. 

Critics say that a turnout of 
one million voters is not 
enough for the success of the 
election process. “If the gov- 
ernment expects about one 
million voters to collect their 
cards, what about the other 
half million?” asked one obser- 
ver. _ 

It is believed that a low 
turnout would work in the 
.favour of the Islamic Action 
Front, the political arm of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the 


largest organised group, which 
in the 1989 elections won 25 
'seats of the 80-member lower 
house. 

The group is actively en- 
gaged in facilitating the card 
obtaining process. It has even 
organised buses, cars and even 
trucks to transport their sup- 
porters to the polling stations 
on Nov. 8. 

Mr. Hammad told ONA that 
out of the 559 who filed 
nominations, courts rejected 
four and two withdrew from 
the race, and the final number 
of candidates as of Thursday 
was 555. 

“The door is still open for 
those who wish to withdraw 
from the race," Mr. Hammad 
.. said. . _ — 

Mr. Hammad said that the 
elections for the 12th parlia- 
ment will differ from those of 
1989 in that the attitudes to- 
wards elections had changed." 
“Now the voter knows what he 
wants from the deputy he is 
going to elect and the deputy 
realises the citizen's awareness 
of his (the deputy's) role and 
duties.” 

The introduction of political 
pluralism has also brought 
different dimensions to the 
electoral process, with many 
candidates running on the tick- 
ets of some of the 20 political 
patties that have been lagalised 
since the adoption of the poli- 
tical patties law in September 
last year. Mr. Hammad said. 

The minister said that the 
latest developments in the 
peace process will affect voting 
trends in the Kingdom. 
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V ater cooperation 

is vital for peace 


B 7 Nadim Kawash 

Agence France- Presse 

ABU DHABI — Israel and 
the Arab states are striving to 
their long-standing conflict but 
any political settlement re- 
mains fractious without agree- 
ment agreement on water, offi- 
cial and independent reports 
show. 

And a similar agreement is 
needed further north, where 
relations between Turkey and 
its Arab neighbours Iraq and, 
Syria have strained over shar- 
ing the Euphrates, one of the 
biggest rivers in the region. 

All those parties have been 
involved in multilateral talks 
on water and environment 
within the Middle East peace 
negotiations but have not 
made as much progress as -in 
the political field.- 

Except Turkey, all of them 
are suffering from shortages in 
water supplies and the gap 
could widen with the rapid 
population growth unless they 
reach a formula for a fair 
share-out and development of 
water resources. 

“Water has become one of 
the main sources of 
that threaten the .stability and 
futu re of the region,'*, .said 
Gahh Armanazi, head of the 
Arab League office in London. 
“The issue has also become an. 
important issue in political and 
economic negotiations.** 

In a study for a recent Loo- 
don seminar published in the 
United Arab Emirates daily AL 
Khaleej on Friday. Mr. Anna- 
nazi added: “It has becone 
difficult for regional states to 
get adcfitional water supplies 
without sperxfing large funds 
or entering conflicts that could 
destabilise die region.” 

A recent Arab League re- 
port drew a gloomy picture of 
the future of water in the re- 
gion, where the population is 
growing by as. fast as four per 
cent. 

At present, the Arab water 
shortage is estimated at 44 per 
cent and is expected, to widen 
to 155 billion cubic metres by 
tiie year 2000, accord in g Bo 
Arab and United Nations .re- 
ports. 

By the year 2010, die pp 
will reach nearly 172 HBon 
cubic .metres and it will rise to . 
199 bihioa cubic metres by the ' 
year 2020 and to 259 billion 


cubic metres by the year 2030, 
the reports- showed. 

The rapid population growth 
and lack of technology to ex- 
ploit existing water resources 
nave pushed down per capita 
share of water m the Arab 
World to 1,750 cubic metres 
compared with a world average 
of 13,900 cubic metres. Sweet 
water reserves have also 
plunged to around 7,734 cubic 
kilometres, only 0.07 of the 
world’s- reserves. . 

The Arab World’s main wa- 
ter sources come, from three 
major rivers, the Nile, Eup- 
hrates and Tigris. But all of 
them flow from outside die 
region. 

“The area of water sources 
in the Arab countries is esti- 
mated at 143 million square 
kilometres but most of them 
are located outside these coun- 
tries,” the Arab League says. 

Although Israel has man- 
aged to narrow the deficit, 
around 67 per cent of its sup- 
plies come from Arab land it 
seized in 1967 and 1982, the 
report said. 

“It can be said that one of 
brad’s goals in its warn against 
the Arabs is to secure water.” 
it said. “Such goals have been 
achieved, with its supplies in- 
creasing by at least 25 per 
cent. 

It said 35 per cent of the 
increase came from the West 
Bank and Jordan River, 22 per 
cent from Golan Heights and 
the rest from South Lebanon. 

It- said the increase was 
needed to caterfor an influx of 
Jewish , immigrants and a 
growth in population, which 
rose to more don 2.5 million in 
1990 horn 1.6 mil lion before 
the 1967 war. 

Ironically,, oil-rich Gnlf 
states are the only Arab states 
that do not suffer from a shor- 
tage in sweet water although 
tbefr desert land makes them 
among die poorest in water 


.Saadi Arabia mid its Gnlf 
neudiboun have spent move 
than S100 bifion to bufld de- 
plants, whi ch now 
meet nauly 70 per cent of their 
needs and could be expanded 
in future. 

Security concerns have 
pro mp ted Gulf states jo reject 
a Turkish offer to supply them 
with water from its twin rivers 
of Ceyhan and Seyhan. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian re- 
bels have named their leader's 
wife, a veteran of the decade- 
old underground war against 
the Tehran regime, as "Iran's- 
future president” the dissi- 
dents reported Friday. 

The National Council of Re- 
sistance in Iran said in a state- 
ment that “acting as the resist- 
ance’s parliament.” it Jiad 
unanimously elected l^avyam 
Rajavi to head a transitional 
administration when -the 
Tehran regime is over th ro w n. 

It said that her “term as 
president will terminate uppo 
the adoption of a constitution 
of die new republic by the 
constituent 'and national leg- 
islative assembly and the elec- 
tion of Iran’s new president.” 

The statement, t defected to 
the Associated Press in ' Nico- 
sia, said an announcement of 
Mrs. Rajavi's election by the 
235-member council was 
broadcast across Iran Friday by 
the rebel's Radio station in 
Iraq. 

The council is dominated by 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, the 
main opposition movement 
which is based in Iraq. Mrs. 
Rajavi is co-leader of the Mu- 
jahedeen with her husband 
Miassoud. ■ 

The announcement of Mrs. 


Rajavi’s election, and the 
council's expansion last month 
by 121 members to broaden its 
political base, indicated that 
the Mujabedeen is focusing 
now on establishing political 
credentials. 

- Earlier this year, the Mn- 
jabedeen’s military wing, the 
Natiooal Liberation Army of 
Iran (NLA). intensified its 
attacks inside die Islamic re- 
public. They hit oil facilities as 
wcB as military targets and 
Tehran admitted that the re- 
bels had escalated their opera- 
tions. 

But the Mujabedeen has not 
claimed any raids of any sig- 
nificance since May. There has 
been nd explanation of this 
slump' in its military opera- 
tions. 

But in recent weeks, the 
Mujabedeen has dearly been 
concentrating on its political 
campaign and structures to 
provide a provisional admin- 
stration in Tehran when the 
time corks. 

Rebel leaders daira that the 
Tehran regime will soon col- 
lapse because of internal pow- 
er struggles, growing popular 
discontent and a sta gn a nt eco- 
nomy. worsened by U.S. 
efforts to isolate- Iran. 

Whfle there is no doubt that 


Fateh 

officials 

under 

house arrest 

TUNIS (AFP) — A number of 
senior officials from Fateh, the 
main . faction, were placed 
under house arrest here this 
week amid ah inquiry into the 
murder of a top Palestinian in 
the Gaza Strip, according to 
informed sources here. 

’ The sources told AFP that 
nine Fateh officials from the 
Gaza Strip were put under 
house arrest on Sunday after 
being summoned for talks with 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
on the execution of a lawyer. 
Mohammad Abu Shaaban. an 
Arafat aide and leading mod- 
erate. 

Mr. Shaaban was gunned 
down in the Gaza Strip on 
Sept. 21. 

Two officials were still being 
held at the end of the week, 
the sources said. 

Four of the nine refused to 
go to the meeting with Mr. 
Arafat on Sunday and were 
hauled in by PLO security 
guards, the sources said. 

They added that the meet- 
ing, which centred on Mr. 
Shaaban’s murder, lasted 
several hours and was very 
animated. The nine, seven 
men and two women, were 
placed under house arrest by 
the organisation immediately 
afterwards. 

Four were released on Mon- 
day after an urgent interven- 
tion by Abu Ali Shahin, a 
respected PLO veteran, and 
two more were set free on 
Tuesday, the sources added. 

Two remained confined to 
their houses on Thursday even- 
ing. while information about 
the last official was not forth- 
coming. 

Mr. Shahin denied the 

allegations when questioned by 

AFP, saying an 11-strong de- 
legation from Gaza had been 
in Tunis for two weeks to 
rfj vine* implementation of the 
Sept. 13 autonomy deal signed 
with Israel. 

Another senior PLO official 
in the Gaza Strip, Assad Safta- 
wi. a close friend of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s. * was gunned down on 
Thursday. 

The PLO has notably re- 
frained' from accusing anyone 
of carrying, out either of the 
killings. 


Rebels elect leader’s wife 
as ‘Iran’s future president’ 



'Mariam Rajavi 

the regime has troubles, there 
has been no sign-that it is about 
to crumble. - 

The council held its first 
session as the Iranian resist- 
ance movement's self-styled 
pariiament-in-exije at a Mu- 
jahedeen base in Iraq near the 
Iranian border last month. 

Mrs. Rajavi. 40. became a 
political activist in the struggle 
against the late Shah Moham- 
mad Reza Pahlavi in the late 
1960s and joined the Mujahe- 
deen underground in 1971. 

The Mujabedeen was allied 
with the Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s Islamic fun- 
damentalists during the revolu- 
tion. After the Shah was top- 
pled in 1979, the fundamental- 
ists turned on the Mujahedeen 
and other leftist and liberal 
groups who wanted a more 
secular regime. 


Israel: Arab- American ‘Settlers 
is senior Hamas leader under stress 


NEWS IN 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli military 
prosecutors have charged a 
Palestinian American arrested 
in January with being the over- 
all military commander of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, security sources said 
Friday. 

Mohammad Salah. 39. 
arrested on suspicion of pro- 
viding funds to Hamas during a 
visit to the West Bank, was 
accused of being the master- 
mind behind Hamas's military 
infrastructure, they added. 

Israeli military officials said 
Mr. Salah's trial “has yet to 
begin because of the prosecu- 
tion's request to present a new 
indictment.” 

Mr. Salah’s lawyer, Avigdor 
Feldman, was not available to 
comment. 

Hamas and PLO activists led 
the Palestinian uprising which 
began in the Israeli-occupied 
territories in December 1987 
but it has vowed to sabotage 
the Palestinian self-rule deal 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed with 
Israel in Sept. 13. 

It was set up m 1988 as an 
arm of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. . 

An army spokesman said be 
could not check with military 
courts,- closed dn Friday and 
Saturday, until Sunday. 

Twop other Palestinian 
Americans arrested with Mr. 
Salah in January were later 


released and returned to the 
United States. 

Mr. Salah was indicted in the 
military court at Rammallah 
on the West Bank on Thurs- 
day- . . 

He was also charged with 
plotting to murder Sari Nus- 
seibeh. who heads the Palesti- 
nian technical committees pre- 
paring for autonomy in the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Salah was bom in the 
West Bank refugee camp of 
Kalandia but was living in Chi- 
cago when he visited Jerusalem 
early in 1993. He allegedly 
trained in the United States a 
dozen other Palestinian- 
Americans to handle explo- 
sives. 

The group was to be sent to 
the territories to carry out 
bomb attacks, but the plan was 
foiled with Mr. Salah's arrest. 
Israeli sources said. 

The indictment was a revised 
version of earlier charges in 
which Mr. Salah had been ac- 
cused of carrying tens of 
thousands of dollars into the 
country to finance a new 
underground structure for 
Hamas following the Dec. 17 
expulsion of 415 Palestinian 
fundamentalists. 

In June Mr. Salah pleaded 
not guilty on charges of trying 
to rebuild Hamas, membership 
of a hostile organisation, aid- 
ing an illegal organisation and 
sheltering a wanted man. 


over self-rule’ U.N. agency to pursue aid mission 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Psycho- 
logical problems have prolifer- 
ated among Jewish settlers in 
the occupied territories since 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed the 
autonomy deal on Sept. 13, a 
newspaper said Friday. 

The accord has “provoked 
very great .tension among indi- 
viduals, families and groups,” 
the directors of 14 Israeli com- 
munity centres on the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Golan 
Heights have reported. 

The directors held a meeting 
in occupied Jerusalem on 
Thursday to discuss the mental 
turmoil among the settlers who 
number between 110,000 and 
130,000, the Haaretz said. 

.Youngster and new immig- 
rants from the ex-Soviet Union 
are the main victims of stress 
brought on by the autonomy 
agreement which came into 
effect no Oct 13 but leaves 
responsibility for the settle- 
ments in Israeli army hands. 

The divorce rate among set- 
tlers had shot np, the Haaretz 
added, quoting the directors, 
but without gjvmg figures. 

An increasing number of pa- 
rents had also refused to pay in 
advance to enroll in the com- 
munity centres saying they did 
not know where they would be 
in a few months. 


Thai general on trial in Saudi case 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A wit- 
ness testifying in a Bangkok 
court has accused a senior Thai 
policeman and seven others of 
extorting some six million baht 
($240,000) ill connection with 
the 1989 theft of jewellery 
from the Saudi royal family, 
news reports said Friday. 

The witness. Colonel Wisai 
Suwannasorn of the police de- 
partment registration division, 
told the Bangkok criminal 
court how an initial alleged 
theft fanned out into a grow- 
ing, increasingly complex web 
of extortion and blackmail. 

According to Col. Wisai. 
Lieutenant General Chalor 
Kerdthes and the others kept 
some of the S20 million in 
jewellery and returned fake 
stones to the royal family in 
Riyadh, the reports said. 

Col. Wisai was a member of 
the team that investigated the 


2 Abu Nidal 
guerrillas 
shot dead 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli-backed^ militiamen 
dashed with guerrilla infiltra- 
tors in Israel's self-styled 
“security zone” overnight. 
Security sources said Friday 
two guerrillas of the Abu Nidal 
group were killed. 

They said Israeli-aiiied mili- 
tiamen of the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) intercepted the 
three-guerrilla squad as it 
attempted to filter into the 
zone across the Arqoub region 
in east Lebanon. 

SLA militiamen engaged the 
infiltrators in a five-minute 
firefight near Shwayya in the 
zone's eastern sector, killing 
two, the sources said. They 
requested anonymity. 

They said one body was 
found on the scene and 
another was discovered during 
a subsequent hunt for other 
guerrillas in the raiding party. 
The search continued for the 
third guerrilla. 

But the sources said the 
weapons and papers found on 
the dead guerrillas showed 
they were members of Fateh- 
Revolutionary Coucil. The 
group is headed by maverick 
Palestinian leader Sabri AI 
Banna, better known by his 
noin dc guerre of Abu Nidal. 


theft from the home of a Saudi 
prince by a Thai domestic ser- 
vant, Kriengkrai Tech among, 
who brought the jewellery to 
Thailand, and was later 
arrested and jailed for three 
years. 

Col. Wisai charged that 
Gen. Chalor, then deputy 
commissioner of the central 
investigation bureau, extorted 
1.2 million baht ($48,000) from 
Mr. Kriengkrai’s eider 
brother. Nikhom, to keep 
quiet about the theft. 

He said police Captain 
Ritthisart took 30,000 baht 
($1,200) from Nikhom in ex- 
change for dropping charges of 
accepting stolen goods and 
being an accessory to a crime. 

Another defendant, police 
Colonel Prasert Chantrapipat, 
took 660.000 baht ($26,400) 
from Mr. Kriengkrai's uncle*-, 
army Master Sergeant Tba- 


nong Tech among. Coll Wisai 
said. Mr. Kriengkrai had sold 
some of the jewellery and Sgt. 
Thanong was keeping toe 
money for him. 

Also, police Major Tharii 
Sidokbuah extorted 500.000 
baht ($20,000), from Surasak' 
Aneksirikul, who bought some 
of the jewellery from Mr. 
Kreingkrai, Col. Wisai said. 

Two other policemen. 
Senior Sergeant Major Theng 
Ttpalawong and Sergeant Ma- 
jor San it Kawicba, received a 
total of 200,000 baht (S8.000) 
from Nikhom, Col. Wisai 
charged. 

Col. Wisai did not give de- 
tails of the other two defen- 
dants in the case. ' 

' The eight are charged with 
abuse of authority, embezzle- 
ment and extortion in a triaj 
which will resume on Qct. J?7, 


Israelis call on international 
businesses to come to Mideast 


CANCUN (AP) — Israel’s 
U.N. ambassador called on in- 
ternational entreprenuers 
Thursday to cash in on the 
Middle East peace dividend by 
ending boycotts and creating a 
common market in the region. 

Flanked by an official of tire 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and several Israeli 
business leaders. Gad Yaaqo- 
bi, the ambassador to the un- 
ited Nations, said that it is time 
for economic bridges to be 
built now that political walls 
have come down. 

“Through regional coopera- 
tion, we have to establish a 
Middle Eastern common mar- 
ket,” Mr. Yaacobik said dur- 
ing an evening session. 

“Through regional coopera- 
tion, we can establish an inte- 
grated network of infrastruc- 
ture, including ports, airports, 
railways and energy plants," 
he added. “Why should Israel 
and Jordan separately develop 
and maintain deep water sea- 
ports and modem airports on 
the tiny sliver of land where 
Eilat and Aqaba meet on the 
Red Sea?” 

Israeli business leaders have 
been calling for increased eco- 
nomic links with their neigh- 
bours since even before the 
first Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accord was signed , 


“We can become the Singa- 
pore of the Middle East," said 
Dan Gill erinan, chairman of 
the Israeli chamber of com- 
merce. “We have reason to 
believe that our region could 
be the next emerging economic 
power.” 

Economic links between the 
nations would help create re- 
venue to reconstruct roads, 
schools, utility (Hants and other 
infrastructure destroyed during 
the Middle East conflict, said 
Yousef Fauzi, the PLO’s 
ambassador to Mexico. 

“We need so many things.” 
he said. “This is an historic 
time and we must take advan- 
tage of it.” 

Moshe San bar, president of 
the Israel national committee 
of the international chamber of 
commerce and chairman of the 
board of directors of Bank 
Leumi Le-Israel, invited busi- 
ness leaders from around the 
globe to join their push for 
trade with the Palestinians. 

“The challenge for business 
people is to act fast, and to use 
the new opportunities.” Mr. 
Sanbar said. “By doing so new 
jobs will be created, the stan- 
dard of living will rise, the 
whole atmosphere in the area 
will change and the risks con- 
nected with the peace process 
will "be reduced.” 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The U.N. .agency 
which looks after Palestinian refugees still sees a vital role tor 
itself under autonomy m the occupied territories. “Tne agency 
whicb can . deliver more rapidly will be UNR vv A, said 
Commissioner General liter Turkmen of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which has a West Bank 
and Gaza Strip staff of 8,000. After a 10-day tour of Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip he told a press conference Friday 
that part, of the $600 million foreign donor countries had 
pledged to help the Palestinians launch autonomy would come 
through the agency. UNRWA is launching $80 milli on w orth 
of projects for the one million plus refugees in the territories, 
or half the population. Mr. Turkmen laid the foundation stone 
this week for a 200-bed hospital on the Gaza Strip. “We have 
been clearly told the UNRWA should continue and even 
extend in the Gaza Strip,” Mr. Turkmen said after meeting 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders. “We mil do in die Gaza Strip, 
what the Palestinians want us to since they are going to be 
responsible for health, education, etcetera.” 

Indonesians oppose relations with Israel 

JAKARTA (R) — A group of Indonesian Muslims held a 
demonstration Friday to urge the Indonesian government not 
to recognise Israel despite its accord with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). About 100 Muslims burned 
two Israeli flags and a picture of Israeli Prime Minister Yitthak 
Rabin after Friday prayers outside a mosque in Jakarta. “We 
urge the Indonesian government not to recognise the existence * 
of Israel in Palestine land or any other land.” the group, 
calling itself the Association of Anti-Zionism Youths and 
Students, said in a statement read at the demonstration. It was 
the first anti-Israeli demonstration since Mr. Rabin visited 
Indonesia a week ago to brief President Suharto, chairman of 
the 108-member Non-Aligned Movement, on the IsTael-PLO 
accord. The group said the accord would only benefit Israel 
because only a small amount of land would be returned, to 
Palestinians and Israel had not changed the way it treated 
Muslims. State Secretary Murdiono said Mr. Rabin's visit did 
not imply any quick move towards establishing diplomatic 
relations. Mr. Rabin's meeting with Mr. Suharto drew mixed 
reactions from Muslim leaders in Indonesia, home to the 
world's largest Muslim population. 

Arafat's wife ‘sacrificed freedom to cause’ 

PARIS (R) — Yasser Arafat's wife Suha, who is accompany- 
ing her husband on an official visit to France, says she 
sacrificed her freedom to the Palestinian cause by marrying the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) chairman, more than 
twice her age. “You have to love Yasser Arafat to live with 
him, because it's an unbearable life for any woman,” she said 
in a blunt interview broadcast by French Radio stations on 
Friday. The 29-year-old Christian researcher depicted her life 
since she married Mr. Arafat, a 64-year-old Muslim, last year 
as a f r us tr a ting, caged existence. “Not to see your husband 
when you want, not to be able to go out, to be cloistered all the 
time, to have bodyguards all the time, to lose your freedom... 
it's very, very difficult,” she said. “But everything has its price 
and tins is a sacrifice for the Palestinian cause, to build a state 
for the Palestinian people. It's worth it,” she said. Suha 
Arafat, lived in Paris -for eight years and recalled fondly her 


I have to go around all the time with bodyguards,” she said. ' 
Daughter of Palestinian journalist Raymonds Tawil. she said 
she longed to return to Jerusalem, where she lived until the 
age of 18, and to visit the house in Ramailah, where she was 
bora. . . 

Rebel Kurds kill 24 civilians in raid . 

ANKARA (R) — Separatist rebel Kurds killed 24 women and 
children in a raid on a village in southeast Turkey, the 
semi-official Anatolian news agency said Friday. Guerrillas of 
the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) attacked Deri nee village in 
Sint- province Thursday night, killing 15 children and nine 
women, the agency added. Ten people were wounded when 
the guerrillas opened fire on the village with rockets and 
automatic weapons, it said. The PKK, accusing journalists of 
biased reporting, has banned reporting from the region by 
threatening to make journalists there a target. Five major 
newspapers halted operations in the regional capital of 
Diyaxbakir on Tuesday. In another attempt to assert control 
over the mainly-Kurdish region, the PKK on Thursday issued 
a statement banning all political activity in the southeast and 
threatening members of political parties. More than 7.500 
people have been killed in Turkey since 1984 when the PICK 
launched a bloody fight for an independent Kurdish state in 
the region. 

Human rights may figure in Mubarak visit 

CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. leaders should hold President Hosni 
Mubarak accountable for massive judicial abuse and torture in 
Egypt during his forthcoming visit to Washington, an Amer- 
ican human rights group said Friday. In a report. Middle East 
Watch said U.S. leaders should “vigorously question” Mr. 
Mubarak on the practices of incommunicado detention and 
torture by the security forces, “unfair” trials of Muslim' 
militants, and increasing restrictions on the freedom of speech. 
Mr. Mubarak arrives in Washington Saturday for a five-day 
visit. The organisation said many of the policies used by Cairo 
to counter Muslim militants fighting a violent campaign 
against the authorities were in breach of international law and 
Egypt’s own constitution. “In view of the deteriorating human 
nghts situation in Egypt, Middle East Watch calls on 
policymakers in the White House and on Capitol Hill to hold 
President Mubarak publidy accountable for his government’s 
poor record,” the report said. The organisation, which is a 
branch of the New York-based Human Rights Watch, 
pinpointed torture, mass preventive detention, the taking by 
police of militants' family members as hostages, and trial of 
civilians in military tribunals as the worst Egyptian abuses. 
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Bottetm sapptied hy t he Department of 
Meteorology. . 

li wifl fo (Miifr doudjr with a chaaee 

of thunderous ihowcrv Winds wil be 
souxbcMcrty moderate to active. In 
Aqaba. H he parity dandy and dusty 
with a dunce of thunderous showers. 
Winds .will he southerly moderate to 
active and seas tough. ■' 

Min./Mox. temp. 
Amman 16 / 27 

Aqaba ............................... 22 / 3* 

Deserts 13 / 2V 

Jordan Vafley 23 / 34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 34. Humidity readings: 
Amman 42 per cent. Aqaba 211 per 
can. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Nahawi .... 819213 

.Dr. Jamil Maraqa 776140 

Dr. Mukltka Hdknu 819220 

Dr. Jamal Jharah 847351 

Furas pharmacy 661912 

Fc rd o ws pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascraa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salara pharmacy 6367311 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sfamdsani pharmacy 637660 

Na jib pharmacy K47632 


IRBJD: - 

Dr. Ali AI Omuri 

AlOnds Pharmacy 

ZARQA: 


2721132 

(— ) 


EMERGENCIES 


Ftad Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department . 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 


Civil Defence Emergency 
Rescue Pdicc 192.62 


Dr/ZiyadJatrcm 

Khalifch pharmacy 


(—) 

985417 


Fire Brigade , 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Complaints i 

Price Complaints i 
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Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calb I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 
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Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 
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Jordan Elect riciiv Authority ... ! 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khabdi Maternity;!. Amn 
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Jahal Amman Muicrnitv ... 


Jahal Amman Miucntiiy ... 
Malhas.J. Amman ......... 

Palestine. Shmctsani 

Shmckani Hospital 

University Hospital 

A l-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali ......... 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Indian. Al-Muhajrccn 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich ..... 

Army.Marka 
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Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sina I iospila] ........... 

AI Hikma Modem Husphd .... 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 
Greek Carhofic Hasp its? 
Ibn AI Nafccs Hospital 


... 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

... 664171/4 
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... 667227/9 
.. 666127/37 
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.. 6U224U/5I) 
..... 674155 
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(021272275 
(02)247 111) 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77ms informalioi} is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Aha Internal tnml 
Airport Td. (UM53200-5. when it 
should ulways be verified 1 . 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Nd# — Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

- Cairo (Rj) 

*s 45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:15 ... : - - Dfaahna (RJ) 

- - Aqaha(RJ) 

•W* - Karachi. Dubii(RJ) 

■MS _ ScntfRJ) 

IMS Colombo (RJ) 

17*9 - - Cano(RJ) 

17* New York. Aifftenhm (RJ) 

17* Fraskfnt. Gcacra (RJ) 

WJ# London. Berlin (RJ) 


Zb* — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 

Lamaca (CY) 

**£ Dubai (EM) 

Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Lamaca (CY) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1} 

*5^* Beirut (RJ) 

67:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

**=2 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

HUB .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (Rj) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Danuucits(RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

2**® Lamaca (CY) 

Rproc(AZ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Dalai (EM) 


Lan»0(CY) 

23:45 Damascus. Pans (AF) 


huaz RAILWAY train 

tMM a. m. every Monday 

nil. - r ^** 8 ** — 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Pey- paaro a 7:30a.m. every Sunday 

5:00 p.m. troy Snaky 

MARKET PRICES 

UppcrrtovKr price in Oh per kg. 

SSW60Q 

Banana ■ yg 

Banana (Mukanmiar) 620 

370/300 

£2™™* - 280/200 

260/200 

Cucumbers (large) 130/90 

Cucumbers (small) 270/200 

280/200 

900 / 750 

480050 

S”P cFn, « 240/180 

rSSntSx 250/140 

^ 

Tomato 

Spir “ d, "'"”"" 300/200 
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Interfaith group finalises 
» business code of ethics 


■ MMAN (J.T.) — Under 
\ . c patronage of Their Royal 

• fighnesses Crown - Prince 

■ ’■ • -assan and Prince Philip, the 

■ uke pf Edinburgh, a series 

• •-../‘'I interfalth consultations 

;nong followers of the three 
brahamic religions (Islam. 
> V bristianity and Judaism) 
.. . 7 ; ■-;! ive been held since 1984 
td on Oct. 15-17 a consulta- 
: — )n was convened in Amman 
' • which. Their Royal High- 

ases .were joined by Sir 
iSwHhi velyn de Rothschild, to 
lalise the formulation of a. 
ide of ethics for business. 
!" The declaration was drawn 
. - J by an interfaith group of 

. , , , ninent scholars, clerics, and 
. isinessmen. 

' Vi After a comprehensive re- 
ew of the three religions' 
>sitions on the subject, they 
included diat they shared a 
“ '■’/* mcern for justice, mutual 


respect, stewardship and 
honesty. 

The declaration also in- 
corporates the best of con- 
temporary business practice. 
It will be published in several 
different languages so that it 
may have wider dissemina- 
tion among various audiences 
in the world. 

. The meeting also dealt 
with the theme of “Richness 
in Diversity" from the pers- 
pectives of the religions. 

Prince Hassan delivered a 
paper in which he stressed 
that Islamic culture has 
flourished on the basis of 
social and cultural pluralism, 
and the diversity of its follow- 
ers (see Ml text on page 4). 

The Crown Prince also 
stressed that the contribu- 
tions of Christians and Jews, 
especially in the arts and 
thought, to what has been 


regarded as a monolithic Isla- 
mic civilization. 

Rabbi Norman Soloman 
presented the second paper 
which demonstrated the 
different strands in the Jew- 
ish tradition that affirmed a 
recognition of the richness in 
diversity. This diversity, said 
Dr. Soloman. is to be cher- 
ished as a testimony to the 
glory of God, who is too 
great to be contained in one 
tradition. 

Professor Kerkhofs deli- 
vered a paper from a Christ- 
ian (Catholic) viewpoint. He 
emphasised the radical 
change in Catholic theology 
concerning other religions 
annunciated in Vatican II. 

Focusing on Europe. 
Prince Hassan expressed his 
particular concern for the 
plight of religious minorities 
living in Europe. 


■f krahs, Europeans to discuss 
^ : thics in economy 



| King passes directives 
to Khaled Karaki 


Jordan, Egypt to work on 
resuming joint panel meetings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein sent a message 
to Khaled Karaki who was 
appointed advisor to the King 
and president of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisa- 
tion Research (Al at Bait 
Foundation), praising him for 
his service and passing him. 
directives on his new mission. 

Dr. Karaki had served as 
Chief of the Royal Court until 
Oct. 14. 

In his message, the King said 
that one of Dr. Karaki tasks 
will be to supervise the pub- 
lication of the Hashemite 
documents in addition to fol- 
lowing up the general cultural 
developments f in the King- 
dom. 

"These documents should be 
published because they reflect 
Jordan's modern history and 
they are for Jordan and the 
Jordanian people and the com- 
ing generation.*' said the King. 

“I entrust you also with the 
task of meeting the require- 
ments of the new Al al Bait 
University (now being estab- 
lished in the Maffaq region), as 
we attach hope to this institu- 
tion where the young people of 
the Arab and Islamic worlds 
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will gather and where they will 
receive education, enabling 
them to confront the chal- 
lenges of the future." said King 
Hussein. 

*T also hope that in addition 
to these responsibilities you 
will work closely with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan at Al al Bait Founda- 
tion so that your joint efforts 
would contribute towards 
attaining the nation's aspira- 
tions and objectives," King 
Hussein added. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt will soon work towards 
the' resumption of meetings by 
r the Higher Jordanian-Egyptian 
Joint Committee, according to 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan. 

Mr. Hassan made the state- 
ment Thursday following a 
one-day visit to Jordan by 
Egyptian- Foreign Minister 
Axnr Musa who was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali. 

The resumption of the joint 
committee meetings, after a 
break of more than three 
years, was one of the topics 
Mr. Musa discussed with King 
Hussein in reviewing 
Jordanian-Egyptian relations, 
said Mr. Hassan. 

Describing Mr. Musa's visit 
and his talks with Jordanian 
officials as cordial and brother- 
ly. Mr. Hassan said that sever- 
al issues of concern to the two 
countries, including the Middle 
East peace process, were 
scrutinised at the meetings. 

The discussions covered the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO)-lsTaeli agreement 
on self-rule in the Gaza Strip 


and Jericho and the peace pro- 
cess in general, he said. 

The two sides stressed the 
need for maintaining close con- 
tacts on these and other mat- 
tes. said Mr. Hassan. 

The Egyptian minister, who 
was on his first visit to Amman 
since the Guf war, told jour- 
nalists before his departure to 
Cairo Thursday that he also 
discussed bilateral relations 
with King Hussein, conveyed 
to him greetings from Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak as well as 
Mr. Mubarak’s ideas on the 
topics discussed with King 
Hussein and Jordanian offi- 
cials. 

On whether his visit was 
connected to the visit of Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak to Saudi 
Arabia Wednesday and the 
issue of Arab reconciliation, he 
said: “All issues are open for 
discussions, whether they are 
related to the peace process or 
the situation in the Arab 
World, because these issues 
are intertwined. 

On the possibility of an im- 
provement - in relations be- 
tween Jordan and Palestine on 
one side and Saudi Arabia and 
Gulf countries on the other. 


and Egypt's role in it, Mr. 
Musa said that the Egyptian 
role continues ori the regional 
level as a whole and in all the 
elements of troubles in the 
region. 

He stressed that Egypt is not 
playing the role of a mediator. 

He also voiced optimism 
that the Israeli-Syrian and the 
Israeli-Lebanese tracks will 
soon witness real progess. 

Asked about recent reports 
that Egypt was working to- 
wards organising an Arab sum- 
mit meeting, Mr. Musa said 
that it was premature to talk 
about this subject and that the 
summit could be held later, 
after solidarity has been 
achieved and differences re- 
moved among Arab countries. 

According to the Jordan 
New Agency, Petra. King Hus- 
sein and Mr. Musa stressed the 
need for ending inter- Arab dif- 
ferences and unifying Arab 
ranks to safeguard the nation's 
interests. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Majali and Mr. Hassan held 
separate talks with Mr. Musa, 
to discuss the peace process 
and Arab affairs. 
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By Kathrine Rath 

ecial to tbe Jordan Times 

fMAN — At the initiative 
the Arab Thought Forum 
TF) and in cooperation with 
- Konrad Adenauer Stif- 
g, a symposium entitled 
thics in Economy: Euro- 
ab perspectives" begins to- 
■ (Saturday) at the Forte 
and Hotel. 

V total of 47 scholars,, bank- 
and officials from Algeria, 
ypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
;>rocco, Palestine Tunisia, 
idi Arabia, Syria, the Un- 
-i Arab Emirates (UAE) 

I Turkey, as well as Ger- 
ny, will attend the two-day 
nt. 

lie discussion will focus on 
influence of religion on 
nomy in a present as well as 
uture perspective, using a 
nparative approach be- 
am Islamic and Christian 
aes. 

* According to* ATF Secretary 
nerai Al; Umleil, the global 
nges experienced in .the last*«« 
r years as -well as the recent 
ional developments, which 
* had an important effect 


on the economic order, have 
actuali sed a debate on future 
social and economic develop- 
ment. The symposium wilt pro- 
ride a forum for such debate, 
he said. 

There has been a trend to- 
wards a more open economy 
and privatisation in the Islamic 
world lately, signifying a move 
away from the state-led econo- 
' mies of the 60s and 70s. One of 
the questions that needs to be 
debated, according to Dr. 
Umleil, is what role the state 
should be playing in this new 
economic order. 

There might exist a consen- 
sus as to the state acting as a 
guarantor of the "rules of the 
game" through legislation and 
application of the law, but 
there is a need to define the 
areas and the extent of state 
activity. Dr. Umleil said, 
pointing to the problems of 
responsibility for social secur- 
ity and the protection of work- 
ers' rights in - a mkrkfct' edP - 
nomy. 

. . .The core of the matter is the 
Question of how to combine a 
commitment to religious and 
moral values, including social 


justice, with the creation and 
operation of a viable economy, 
he explained. 

The symposium trill draw 
from the German experience 
of the social market economy 
model and will look at Christ- 
ian ethics in the German eco- 
nomic system and how it is 
applied. There will also be a 
discussion of religious values in 
money and banking, as well as 
a comparison between Islamic 
and Christian financial and 
economic concepts, according 
to Dr. Umleil. 

In his address to the 48th 
session of the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations ear- 
lier this month. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san touched on the theme of 
the symposium when he called 
for “a new global business 
ethic" to be applied. Such an 
ethic, he said, "would be whol- 
ly reconcilable with human 
rights, with pluralism, with 
. care for the 'environment, with 
basic' religious values!" ' , 

The Crown Prince wflljte 
. one of the speakers atthe 
opening session of the sympo- 
sium. 


> hemical engineers recommend 
reation of pan- Arab society 


4MAN (Petra) — A three- 
’ chemical engineering con- 
duce which ended at the 
iversity of Jordan Thursday 
. called for die creation of a 
l-Arab society of chemical 
pneers. 

fold under the patronage of 
; Royal Highness Crown 
nee Hassan, the conference 
ommended in a statement 
J ’ub3'2** led here Friday that chemic- 

sngineers work. towards re- 


ducing the amount of pollution 
to tbe environment, arrange 
for the recychnp of waste pro- 
ducts such as paper, plastic and 
glass and help in the transfer of 
modem technology to Jordan 
and the rest of the Arab 
World. 

Tbe conference, which was 
attended by 250 participants 
from 25 Arab and foreign 
countries said that small che- 
mical industries should be en- 


couraged through assistance 
from engineers associations 
which could establish a special 
fund to grant loans to chemical 
engineers to start small 
businesses. 

The participants, who re- 
viewed 105 papers from Jordan, 
and the other participating 
countries, emphasised the 
need to maintain closer contact 
and cooperation. 


otash company plans final expansion 



.RAK (Petra) — The Arab 
ash Company (A PC) plans 
. jxecute the second and last 
ansion project designed to 
e potash production to 2.2. 
liion tonnes annually, 
-ording to APC Board 
lirman Ali Ensour. 

•peaking during a visit to the 
C plant near the southern 
of the Dead Sea Thursday 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
mad Al Thani of Qatar, Mr. 
wur said the expansion pro- 
which is expected to be 
ipleted by- 1997. was esti- 
ted to cost $320 million, 
deferring to other projects, 

. ensour said that the com- 
ly was currently working 
h the Jordan Phosphate 
les Company (JPMC) and a 
sortium of Japanese firms 
xuiduct a chemical industry 


project exploiting minerals and 
Dead Sea salts. 

APC also plans to set up a 
plant for the production of 
table salt and industrial salt 
and is currently studying bids 
from international firms for the 
project, he said. 

After completion, the pro- 
ject is expected to produce 
around 30,000 tonnes of table 
salt and 1 2 million tonnes of 
industrial salts annually, said 
Mr. Ensour. 

In referring to the APC, 
plant, established in 1956, Mr. 
Ensour said the company has a 
JD TL5 million capital owned 
by the Jordanian government 
together with tbe Arab Mining 
Company, and the govern- 
ments of Iraq, Libya, Kuwait 
and the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank. 


According to Mr. Ensour, 
the APC plant, which pro- 
duced 1.4 million tonnes of 
potash in 1990, will produce 
1.8 million tonnes in 1994. 

Sheikh Mohammad, brother 
of the emir of Qatar, later 
visited Al Karak government 
community college and don- 
ated $500,000 to the college. 

He also visited the tomb of 
Jaafar Ibn Abi Taleb, one of 
the companions of the Prophet 
■Mohammad buried in Jordan, 
and later called at Muta Uni- 
versity. 

Accompanying the Qatari 
guest were Minister of Youth 
Abdullah Oweidat, Minister of 
Higher Education Khaled Al 
Omari and Qatari Ambassador 
to Jordan Nasser Ben Abdul 
Aziz Al Nasser. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


the agreed-upon basis that led 
to the organisation's participa- 
tion in the Arab-Israeli peace 

m 



e following listings are compiled from monthly 
Uetins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
vised to yerify the listed time and place with 
f concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Mnfc halted Al 
Mukhtar entitled “Colours on Black Paper” 
at La Casa Exhibition Hall (5th Circle)- 
Jerasfa gems by Paula Williams-Brown and 
' portraits by Ahmad IsmaO atthe Gallery Hotel 
Jordan iHter-Contincntal (8:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
daily except Friday). 

Photo and printing exhibition on environment 
at the University of Jordan Exhibition Hall. 
Exhibition of Chinese products at the Interna- 
tional Exhibition Centre. 

! Ait exhibition by artist Sabah Had idi at the 
Orfali Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 

Art exhibition - entitled “■Hie Spirit of the 
Youth” by artist Muhammad Al Lah h a m at 
the Batalin Art Gallery. ■ 


* Art exhibition by artist Faronq Lambaz at the 
Alia Art Gallery. 

t V The Petra Exhibition — a presentation of the 
activities of Jordanian and international in- 
stitutions involved in archaeological, ethnog- 
raphic and environmental research in the 
Petra region at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of handicrafts at Aba Jaber estate, 
Yadoudeh (next to Kan Zaman). 

☆ Art exhibition by artists Mahmoud. Taha and 
Salman Abbas at Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by artist Mahmoud Al-Ubedi at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of et chi n gs by Mohammad Omar. 
KhaH at Darat Al Fnnun of the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation hi Jabal Luweibdeh. Also 
showing the permanent exhibition. Telephone 
643251/2. 

DIALOGUE 

☆ Dialogue with Egyptian actress FlrdousAbdul 
Hamid at the Abdul Hamid Shoman Founda- 
tion, 


Experts spend 2 days debating content, 
value and future of PLO-Israel accord 


Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Was the self-rule 
agreement reached between 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel a 
victory for the Palestinians or a 
defeat? Was it possible to 
reach a better agreement? 
And, now that the agreement 
is signed, what is next? 

More than 20 researchers 
and experts in Palestinian 
affairs failed to concur on these 
and other questions in a spe- 
cialised seminar organised by 
Al Urdun Al Jadid Research 
Centre in cooperation with the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
and held over two days last 
week. ... 

Although most participants 
agreeti that the end of thecoKP' 
warTfhe .collapse of. the Soviet 
union, the financial and poli- 
tical ‘siege' on tbe PLO and the 
Gulf crisis were the main fac- 
tors that led to the PLO 
of the accord, some 
that there was “more to it.” 

For Mohammad Nazzal, 
spokesperson of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) in Amman, the 
reasons that “drove the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser Ara- 
fat,” into signing the agree- 
ment were more related to Mr. 
Arafat's fears and 
apprehensions over the PLO's 
future. 

According to Mr. Nazzal, 
Mr. Arafat's fears stem from 
three factors: the growing pow- 
er of mainstream Palestinian 
leadership in the occupied ter- 
ritories that might take over 
from the PLO; the increased 
importance of the Jordanian 
role following more “talk” ab- 
out confederation and a united 
kingdom; and the role of 
opposition forces in the occu- 
pied territories and the Islam- 
ists in particular. 

Tawfiq Abu Baker, a resear- 
cher in Palestinian affairs and a 
member of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), be- 
lieves that the accord was 
reached at this moment in time 
because the “PLO reached a 
conclusion that if there was no 
rapid (signature), the organisa- 
tion would collapse, and the 
Israeli Labour Party became 
. fully convinced that if there 
were no agreement this would 
lessen its chances of regaining 
power in future Israeli elec- 
tions," he said. 

While some participants 
argued that the accord was not 
a departure from tbe Palesti- 
nian path, others charged that 


the start. There was no men- 
tioning of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 242,” he said. In 
addition, Mr. Salameh asked, 
“what will happen to Jeru- 
salem?" 

Researcher Labib Qamhawi 
criticised both the accord and 
the Palestinian leadership it- 
self. “Why is it that every time 
Yasser Arafat creates a prob- 
lem we feel we should gather 
around the leadership for the 
sake of what is called 'national 
unity*,?" he asked. "Everyone 
can see that in the accord there 
is no mention of the word 
'withdrawal' but ‘redeploy- 
ment,' apart from the fact that 
terms of self-determination 
and sovereignty are nonexistent."- 
ist." ■.■ . '• ’ 

Journalist 'Lamis .Andofii J 
_ questioned^; whether The ; 
~ Palestinian 'leaderships, both : 
opposition and organisation, 
are capable of ‘continuing* at 
this stage now that “the trans- 


fer of authority to the occupied 
territories can breed new lead- 
erships, some of which might 
cooperate with occupation 
forces?" 

Strongly dismayed with what 
he described as violent and 
unfair attacks on the Palesti- 
nian leadership, Walid 
Ja'afari, an expert and a re- 
searcher in Palestinian and 
Israeli affairs, said that the 
“Palestinian leadership has 
committed some mistakes but 
was also right in other inst- 
ances and was able to achieve 
many things .... there is land- 
regardless of Che area; there 
are people regardless of their 
number and there is power 
regardless of" its' being tfafi- 
sitional ‘or not.*’ . 

Had Abu Ghanimeh, mem-' 
; ber of the Executive Bureau of 
the Islamic Action Front, said 
that all of this talk is a waste of 
time because “reconciliation 
with the Jews is prohibited in 


Islamic Sharia." 

Mr. Ghanimeh said that if 
the Jordanian government 
wanted to prove it was demo- 
cratic. it has to call for a 
referendum since “the Jorda- 
nian government has not con- 
sulted the Jordanian people 
and the Palestinian jieople 
have not had their say in the 
‘Jewish-Israeli* accord." 

He said he believed that if 
there were really a referen- 
dum, it would be known to all 
that the majority is not pro- 
accord as the leaders claim 
because “half of the Palesti- 
nian people (refugees of 2948) 
are against it because they are 
deprived of the right of return; 
the rest . are jqtheirwith Hamas, * 
die Democratic Front for the 
Liberation- 'of- P-aJestffte- 
(DFLP) or the Popular Tronf 
for the ^Liberation of -Palestine • 
(PFLP), and all of these do not 
support the agreement." 

Critical of all opponents and 


proponents to the agreement, 
Faisal Hourani, expert in 
Palestinian affairs and a PNC 
member, stressed that there 
should be an overall assess- 
ment of the recent develop- 
ments and not the passing of 
"black and white" judgements. 

“I haven't heard, even in tbe 
ranks of the supporters, any 
mentioning of the profit the 
Palestinian people are going to 
make out of this agreement ... 
as if the value of blood, killing 
and murder are the only hon- 
ourable ones." he said, indicat- 
ing that if the Palestinians 
reached the agreement in the 
1970s, the situation would have 
been, better, and tf they, did not 
sign it now, it,v*puld be worse 
» v in future! '... ' " . 

r-Both the "opponents and'.' 
-till proponents erf the agree- * * 
■ment are in crisis ... they have 
given more promises to the 
people than they can fulfil." 


talks in the first place. 

“The constants that were set 
as bases for signing any agree- 
ment with Israel were 
violated," said Saji Salameh. 
also a PNC member. “The 
Palestinian issue is a national 
issue and not one of refugees 
or a cause that only concerns a 
fragment of the Palestinian 
people." 

Between supporters and 
opponents of the agreement, 
the participants hotly debated 
and projected what should be 
done “now that the accord has 
been signed." . 

“Pro or anti-accord, the 
peace issue has been solved on 
the Palestinian level and on the 
Arab level since the Madrid 
conference," said Mr. 
Salameh. “What has to be 
looked into at present ‘is rhat 
the accord fails to meet the 
agreed-upon standards set at 


Now, discover the difference between a 
car rental company and the world's No. 1. 




QAjfter making its mark around 
the world. Hertz Rent-a-Car 
comes to Jordan. And the car 
rental scene in Jordan will 
never be the same again. 
(Besides giving you top quali- 
ty cars at reasonable rates, 
Hertz also gives you unique 
facilities no ocher car rental 
can offer. Like free world- 
wide reservation 
service from 
Jordan to 140 
countries, 2000 
airports at 5200 
locations around 
the world.. 

With a host 
of opcional sen-ices like chauf- 
feur-drive service, one-way 
rentals and mobile phones. 

(D n short, everything you 
expect from a car rental, and a 
lot more only the world's No. 1 
can give you. 

@ ome to any Hertz office 
throughout Jordan. Discover 
what makes us the best. 

( F ) or more information and 
reservations, call Hertz 
Shakhshir Rent A Car 
Shmeisani - Middle East Hotel 
Amman on tel. (9626) 668958 




Shakhshir Rent a Car 

Hertz International Frenchise 
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Crime against peace 


THE ASSASSINATION in Gaza Thursday of moderate 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Assad 
Saftawi serves as a sad and shocking warning of the cycle 
of violence that could accompany the implementation of 
the Palestinian self-rule deal with Israel. 

While no sufficient evidence exists to hold any party 
responsible for the murder of Saftawi, the implications of 
what this incident represents are clear to all. But such 
heinous acts of violence against Palestinian activists are 
likfll; to draw the area into the abyss of hate and distrust, 
starting a process of political assassinations that could 
only undermine the whole future of the occupied 
territories and the region. The peace process and the 
promise of a resolution to the Arab-Israeti conflict that 
the autonomy accord holds out are the target here, 
whatever the particular motive for any killing may be. 
The future of the whole region could thus be jeopardised 
by the failure of the PLO and Israel to implement the 
deal. _ _ . 

For this reason, the assassination of Saftawi should be 
condemned by all parties to the Arab-Israeti peace 
process, and the search for the perpetrators of this crime 
should be supported by Israel and the Palestinians alike. 

Political assassinations should be fought by all because 
it is pure terrorism that have to be rejected by everybody 
anyway. The assassins of Saftawi should be pursued and 
punished because their act is an indication of the 
indiscriminate violence that they are willing to fuel in 
order to make their_view prevail. 

Saftawi is a loss not only to the PLO and its Chairman 
Yasser Arafat whom be helped establish the Fateh 
movement but is also a Mow to all Palestinians and to the 
cause of peace in the region. His long history of work for 
the Palestinian cause and his -acceptance by almost all 
Palestinian factions explain the widespread public grief 
that his death evoked,. Should his assassins be fellow 
Palestinians, they wilTliave overlooked Saftawi’s devo- 
tion to the Palestinian cause before they emptied their 
guns in his bead. This is a fearful sign that the violence 
will escalate. 

There are already several theories as to who might 
have killed the Gazan leader. Some point the fingers of 
blame at Israel, some hold those groups which reject the 
PLO- Israel accord to be responsible, and there are 
others, like Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 
allege that Saftawi was murdered by opponents of Mr. 
Arafat within his Fateh organisation. 

Investigations will hopefully soon reveal the identity of 
the murderers. Until then, and regardless of who 
committed the crime, the challenge for Arafat and his 
team is to put the Palestinian house in order and take 
appropriate measures to prevent the cycle of violence 
from casting a cloud of fear over the occupied territories. 
In doing so, the PLO chairman must be helped by all 
those who stand to lose as much as the Palestinians if the 
extremists prevail and the PLO fails to maintain peace 
and order in the areas that will soon come under its 
direct control. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN HIS address at the Royal War College. King Hussein 
reiterated Jordan's commitment to peace based on justice and 
said again that Amman will support the independent decision 
of the Palestinian leadership. The PLO. the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people, has all the rights to 
take measures leading to the liberation of the oppressed 
people of Palestine, said the paper, quoting the King's words. 
It said that Jordan, like the other parties involved in the peace 
process, ought to get involved in the battle for a peace that can 
be acceptable to the future generations. The peace process, 
said the paper, is fraught with challenges and manoeuvres 
requiring from the Palestinians closer unity of ranks and 
cooperation in order ot make the biggest possible gains 
through negotiations with the Israelis, the paper continued. 
Praising the Armed Forces, the King said that the Armed 
Forces are needed to ensure protection for the homeland and 
to contribute to the U.N. peacekeeping efforts around the 
world, said the paper. The paper referred to the coming 
general elections, urging the people to vote for those who can 
best represent their hopes and their aspirations and are worthy 
of confidence. The paper said that the King’s speech set clear 
guidelines and reiterated the Kingdom's adherence to its 
principled stand vis-a-vis regional issues and domestic affairs. 

WRITING in A1 Dustour, Mohammad Daoud drew the 
concerned authorities’ attention to the need to take pre- 
cautionary measures ahead of the winter season so as to 
safeguard lives and property. The heavy damage caused by the 
torrential rain in Maan anti Aqaba over the past three days, 
said the writer, point among other things to the fact that the 
local authorities did not give due attention to the construction 
of bridges, streets and culverts. The heavy damage to property 
could have been less had there existed strong bridges and 
other infrastructure elements to withstand the storm, he said. 
The storms which caused extensive damage to property two 
years ago in the same regions should have sounded the alarm 
for the local authorities, urging them to take extra precautions 
and ensure safety of lives and property, added the writer. He 
said the present' facilities and the infrastructure which were 
sufficiently strong 1U years ago are in need of repair and new 
plans to strengthen the structures should have- been long 
prepared. TTie writer said that the local authorities are called 
on to reexamine the situation and take speedy measures that 
can deal with emergency situations which, he said, could be 
bre ht by the coming winter. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr* Musa Keilani 


Arab reconciliation — the right 
step at a critical juncture 


The visit to Jordan Thursday of Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa and the message he brought to His Majesty King 
Hussein from President Hosni Mubarak had, no doubt, a lot to 
do with the shift in inter-Arab relations in the wake of the 
dramatic developments in the Middle East peace process. 

To a large extent, it would seem that Jordan's efforts to 
achieve an honourable reconciliation in the Arab World and 
heal the painful wounds left behind by the Gulf crisis are 
hearing fruit. 

The fact that Mr. Musa flew in from Saudi Arabia after 
attending talks between King Fahd and President Mubarak 
was most telling since the implication was clear that the Saudi 
leader is dosely involved in the process. 

The next logical step, of course, is a visit by King Hussein to 
Egypt for talks with President Mubarak and seal a reconcilia- 
tion between Amman and Cairo and then to follow it up with 
meeting with leaders of the Gulf states. 

An Arab summit, an idea that some of the Gulf leaders had 
been ruling out for quite some time now. could follow, not 
necessarily because of the need to improve the Arab atmos- 
phere but because of the pressing sense of urgency to forge an 
Arab strategy to deal with the new realities brought in by the 
breakthroughs in Arab-Israeli peacemaking. 

It may be redundant to say this, but it has not only to be said 
but clearly understood by all players in the Middle East and 
elsewhere in the Arab World that the long sought-for break 
for peace in the region is here, but the Arabs may not be the 
beneficiaries of the process without a consolidated, united and 
coordinated position to deal with Israel and the possibilities 
that peace would open up in the region. 

The objective of a coordinated Arab stand should not be 
allowed to be overshadowed by the ghosts of the Gulf crisis. 
Those who allow it would be failing their own people if only 
because strains in inter-Arab relations are not a normal state 
of affairs and could only facilitate Israeli designs and goals to 
reap the benefits of peace without meeting the minimum 
requirements of peace — a complete withdrawal from the 
territories it occupied in the 1967 war. recognition of the 
legitimate political rights of the Palestinian people, including 
the right of independent statehood, and the right of those 
displaced in the Middle East wars to return home or receive 
compensation. 

Last, but not least, is Jerusalem. Without a strong Arab and 
Islamic stand, it is a foregone conclusion that Israel would ever 
be willing to acknowledge and accept the fact that the Muslims 


have an eternal right to the Holy Gty. 

These most obvious factors in Arab-Israeli peacemaking 
have remained constant and will remain constant unless the 
Arabs are willing to rise above their differences to reach a 
point where approaches to achieving common objectives are 
not only drawn up but hilly adhered to regardless of any 
external pressure or consideration. 

True, die wounds inflicted on the Arab psyche by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait are hard to heal, not the least because of 
the very reality that it targeted the sovereignty of an Arab 
country. 

Jordan does not have any magic potion to heal those 
wounds, but it does have a right to reject the convenient 
explanations that it was somehow a party to the affair beyond 
its earnest quest to avert the devastating war that followed. 

What Jordan seeks is a better understanding of its position 
and an acceptance of what the realities of its conduct on the 
Arab scene for decades have indicated: that it never stood 
against Arab consensus, was never a party to aggression of any 
nature, upheld pan- Arab obligations despite negative con- 
sequences on its national interests and always placed its 
limited but entire resources at the disposal of the Arab World 
whenever it was warranted. 

To cite the Gulf crisis and cite Jordan's refusal to join the 
military coalition against Iraq as a breach of Arab agreements 
is simply not fair because the crisis had pitted Arabs against 
Arabs — something that King Hussein always sought to avoid 
— and the Jordanian position was one of neutrality supported 
by a herculean effort to avoid a war. 

This is history now, but it needs to be brought up if only to 
underline Jordan’s earnest desire for honest and honourable 
reconciliation with the Gulf states and among the Arab states 
at large. 

As His Majesty the King himself said recently, Jordan has 
not done anything to apologise for. Indeed, it was a. 
magnanimous gesture on His Majesty's part to apologise for 
any “personal" harm he might have caused to any Arab 
leader. 

We are most heartened by the strong signs of Arab 
reconciliation and hope with all sincerity and honesty that it 
would be in the right spirit and based on the understanding 
that the interests of the Arab Nation and the need to turn a 
totally new page in Arab history at this critical juncture are 
supreme and should not be held hostage to any individual 
consideration. 


‘Interdependence between peoples, 
cultures and religions should be 
the paradigm of the new millennium’ 


Following is the full text of an 
address delivered by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san at an inter-faith consulta- 
tions programme convened in 
Amman between Oct. IS and 
17: 

Given that the theme of this 
meeting is "Richness in Di- 
versity," I would like to begin 
by applauding the diversity of 
this assembly, and looking for- 
ward to the rich debate that 
indubitably lies ahead. 

There can be no doubt that 
diversity in any field, by allow- 
ing the meeting of different 
perspectives, is more likely to 
generate creativity than bland 
uniformity. To my mind, this 
observation is almost self- 
evident; but there are those 
who would differ on this point. 
Before coming onto my main 
observations, I would there- 
fore tike briefly to examine the 
theoretical aspects of our 
theme. 

Although his work has 
perhaps been devalued by 
association with the Marxist 
enterprise, I believe that the 
perspective of Hegel retains a 
large measure of validity. The 
encounter of thesis and antith- 
esis, producing a synthesis of 
the soundest elements of both, 
was Hegel's model for the 
progress of history. It can app- 
ly to any study, however. John 
Stuart Mill, one of the found- 
ing fathers of a very different 
philosophy to Hegel's, argued 
that all human thought should 
be subject to constant chal- 
lenge. He believed that this 
alone would prevent the stulti- 
fication of once fresh insights 
into dogma. Edmund Burke, 
coming from yet another tradi- 
tion. believed that society was 
engaged in a continuous pro- 
cess of evolution; and that its 
richness would be determined 
by its diversity. For Hegel, Mill 
and Burke alike, continuous 
creative exchange was the 
lifeblood of human endeavour. 
The cost of this is a willingness 
to lay aside the belief that one 
has a monopoly on the truth; 
to affirm that what may be 
appropriate to one set of cir- 
cumstances is not always 
appropriate to another. 

The synthesis of ideas that 
follows the accommodation of 
diverse inputs inevitably en- 
joys greater depth, greater 
richness, than an unchallenged 
thesis. To my mind, the prop- 
osition that diversity engenders 
richness has been made con- 
vincingly. at least in its theore- 
tical aspect. What is the histor- 
ical evidence? 

I would like in this paper to 
test this proposition against the 
history of Islam. 

Islam is not just a faith or a 
system of belief, a simple mat- 
ter of doctrine or a compiled 
body of scripture: it is all these 
elements combined. In Islamic 
civilisation, religion has served 
as a fountainhead, providing 


the rationale for its existence 
and accomplishments. The suc- 
cess of Islam as a world reli- 
gion — about one-fifth of the 
world's population is now Mus- 
lim — testifies to its diversity, 
and indeed its capacity to 
accommodate diversity. 

Although historically Islam 
began its mission among the 
Arabs, its assimilative power 
united peoples of a vast do- 
main stretching from the bor- 
ders of India and China to the 
.countries of the Mediterranean 
basin. Islam became as rich 
and varied as its diverse world 
has become. Its very spread 
has ensured its diversity. As 
different peoples embraced the 
faith, it became evident that 
the Islamic community could 
not be regarded as a monolith. 


Roman. Berbel and Iberian. 
Turkish and Indian. Into the 
same pool, there poured freely 
and spontaneously contribu- 
tions by the non-Muslim com- 
munities and peoples : living 
under the banner of Islam. 
Professor Bernard Lewis has 
characterised it thus: 

“Of the cohabitation of 
many peoples, faiths and cul- 
tures within the confines of the 
Islamic society a new civilisa- 
tion was born, diverse in its 
origins and its creators, yet 
bearing on all its manifesta- 
tions the characteristic of Arab 
Islam." 

Lewis believes that eclectic- 
ism was the essence of Islam's 
originality. The process 
amounted to more than a sim- 
ple mechanical juxtaposition of 


“Islam has thus flourished on the basis of social 
and cultural pluralism , and the diversity of its 
followers. In contrast to the stratified societies 
outside Arabia , the proclaimed egalitarianism 
of the new faith ensured the equality of all 
Muslims , irrespective of ethnic origin or social 
class , enhanced by the bond of religious fel- 
lowship. Military and political dominance , 
combined with language and faith, soon gave 
way to cultural exchange, heralding a long and 
fruitful process of cultural cross-fertilisation to 
bring about a unique hybrid ." 


In various parts of its new 
domains, Islam had to adapt to 
local conditions, incorporating 
many of the cultural customs 
and traditions of indigenous 
societies, even while introduc- 
ing radical changes to patterns 
of social modes. Religion re- 
mained the unifying, even 
dominant factor in their life, 
but there was no desire or 
attempt to obliterate their cul- 
tures. 

Islam has thus flourished on 
the basis of social and cultural 
pluralism, and the diversity of 
itf followers. In contrast to the 
stratified societies outside Ara- 
bia. the proclaimed egalitar- 
- i&nism of the new faith ensured 
the equality of all Muslims, 
irrespective of ethnic origin or 
social dass, enhanced by the 
bond of religious fellowship. 
Military and political domi- 
nance. combined with lan- 
guage and faith, soon gave way 
to cultural exchange, heralding 
a long and fruitful process of 
cultural cross-fertilisation to 
bring about a unique hybrid. 

The Islamic dvilisation en- 
compassed a dazzling fusion of 
diverse cultural traditions. 
What started out as an Islamic 
Arab state became a multi- 
ethnic Muslim order where dif- 
ferences in race and language 
ceased to count, and where a 
cosmopolitan civilisation 
flourished on the diversity of 
the contributions that freely 
poured into the Islamic pool: 
Arab and Persian. Greek and 


previous cultures. The diffe- 
rent elements were moulded 
into a new and original crea- 
tion. expressed in the medium 
of an Arab and Islamic form. 

The achievement was made 
possible by Muslim acceptance 
and eventual incorporation of 
the heritage of the Greek, 
Byzantine, Hebrew, Persian, 
Indian and Chinese cultural 
traditions in all discipline of 
learning. In philosophy, medi- 
cine, mathematics or the arts, 
the introduction of non- 
Muslim ideas was of essential 
importance. 

The Islamic interaction with 
these cultures, particularly 
with Hellenism through the 
translation of andent Greek 
works, allowed great figures to 
enrich our human civilisation, 
irrespective of its religious 
identity. I am thinking of intel- 
lectual giants like the physidan 
A1 Razi (Rhases) (865-925), 
the physidan and philosopher 
Ibn Sina (Avicenna) (980- 
1037), and A1 Biruni (973- 
1048). physidan. astronomer, 
mathematician, physicist, 
chemist, geographer and histo- 
rian. who was one of the great 
intellectual giants of medieval. 
Islam. I am thinking also of Ibn 
Khaldun (1332-1406). the 
greatest historical thinker of 
the Middle Ages, who is today 
widely acknowledged as the 
spiritual father of modern 
sodology. These eminent scho- 
lars. amongst many others of 
ethnic backgrounds, could not 


have enriched the dvilisation 
of mankind except in a plural- 
ist culture, which became the 
essence of Islam. 

. The diversity of Islamic soci- 
ety was underpinned by divine 
injunction. The Holy Koran 
proclaims; 

“O mankind. We have cre- 
ated you male and female, and 
have made you nations and 
tribes that you may know one 
another. Verily, the most hon- 
oured among you in the sight 
of Allah is the most righteous. 
Allah is all-knowing, all- 
aware." (49/13). 

The people of the Book, the 
followers of the Abrahamic 
faiths, were accorded a pri- 
vileged position. The Holy 
Koran calls on Muslims to: 

“Contend not with the peo- 
ple of the Book except on the 
basis of that which is the best, 
but contend not at all with such 
of them as are unjust. Teil 
them: We believe in that which 
has been revealed to us, and 
that which has been revealed 
to you: Our God and your God 
is one; and to Him we submit." 
(29/37). 

These guidelines, coupled with 
the vast conquests of Islam, con- 
vinced the Muslim that he enjoyed 
divine favour. Unlike the Jew or 
the Christian before him. he alone 
was in possession of the divine 
message in its perfect form. As 
such, the medieval Muslims de- 
clared Jews and Christians living 
amongst them “protected com- 
munities." They rarely felt the 
need to impose Islam by force. 
Like the Jew or Christian, the 
Muslim was satisfied that those 
who believed differently from him 
would bum in Hell. Unlike them 
and the latter day Muslim radicals, 
the Muslim of the Middle Ages was 
content to be the dominant Taith in 
a society of many faiths. Certain 
so&ial and legal disabilities were 
imposed as a token of Islamic 
primacy while the religious, econo- 
mic and intellectual freedom of 
non-Muslim monotheists was safe- 
guarded. This enabled them to 
make immense contributions to 
Islamic civilisation. 

The contributions of Christians 
and Jews to the development of the 
historical Muslim civilisation 
ranged from the arts and crafts to 
the most rarefied levels of scho- 
larship and intellectual sophistica- 
tion. From the earliest Islamic 
times, and until the end of the 
Ottoman period, the prized 
architecture and artistic ware of 
the Muslim World, commonly 
branded as "Islamic" without a 
thought as to what the term truly 

impjies. was frequently the work of 
Christians or Jews. For instance, 
the splendid ceramics which orna- 
ment the greet mosques and other 
historical buildings of Ottoman 
Istanbul were the work not only of 
Muslim Turks, but of Christian 
Armenian potters and glaziers. 
Likewise, the prized Damascene 
glassware, and the equally prized 
Damascene copper ware, were 
"Islamic" ware mostly produced 
by Christian glaziers and Jewish 
coppersmiths. The descendants of 
these craftsmen, in the case of 
some families, continue to live in 


(Continued on page 5) 


The; Week In Print 

Prepare for peace 
with war? 

Reviewed by Elia Nasraliah 


The visit to the Middle East by 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross, the 
Middle East peace process, 
domestic affairs and other 
issues were given prominence 
by the Jordanian Arabic daily 
press in the past week. 

There can be no good com- 
ing Grom U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross's tour of the region or 
from the planned Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher's 
visit here as long as Washing- 
ton is unwilling to force Israel 
to comply with the require- 
ments of a durable peace, said 
A1 Ra'i daily in an editorial. 

Ever since the creation of 
Israel in the midst of the Arab 
World, the United States has 1 
been providing it with military, 
political and economic means 
to help it dominate the Arab 
region through aggression and 
continued occupation of Pales- 
tine, said the daily. 

Only Washington is able to 
force Israel's leaders to ex- 
ecute U.N. resolutions and 
withdraw forces from Arab 
land in exchange for a durable 
peace, said the daily. 

A columnist in At Ra'i daily 
said Mr. Ross should have 
carried to Jordan and the other 
Arab countries a pledge from 
Washington that it would force 
Israel to withdraw from all the 
occupied lands. 

Ahmad AI Misleh said that 
despite the recent Israeli- 
Palestinian deal, the overall 
picture of the peace process is 
still unclear and the Arabs are 
worried as they see Israeli 
forces still occupy Arab land 
and refuse, to withdraw except 


astonishment at Washington’s 
behaviour at a time when ihe 
peace process is supposed to be 
continuing, aiming at a lasting 
settlement where no advanced 
weapons would be needed, 
said the writer. 

Indeed, he said, it seems to 
the Arabs that Washington 
wants to ensure Israel's mflft- 
ary domination of the Arab 
region before opening the way 
for the Jewish state to impose 
its hegemony on the Arab 
World's economic and trade 
affairs. 

Fahd A1 Fanek. a columnist 
in A1 Ra'i. said that the PLO 
Israeli deal signed on Sept. 13 
did provide for the future of 
Jerusalem whose status, 
according to the agreement 
would be discussed after two 
years of Palestinian self-rule. 

Jerusalem is not like other 
cities: it is sacred to the Arabs 
as well as to the Jews and could 
not be traded for other lands or 
places, the writer said. 

But, he noted, the Israelk. 
are creating a dangerous situqB 
tion by forcing the Arabs to 
leave the Holy Q'ty so that no 
demands can be made for its 
return. Only five per cent of 
the original Arab population 
now remain in Jerusalem as a 
result of Israeli measures, be 
added. Only through the Arab 
presence in Jerusalem can the 
Arab rights be safeguarded in 
the dry. he concluded. 

Discussing the election cam- 
paign in Ai Dustour daily, col- 
umnist Mohammad Kawash 
said that the one-person one- 
vote law and the general de- 


on Israel's conditions humilia^ , velopments in the region seem 
ine for the A ra bs. to have dampened public en- 

Evfen the Israeli-Pa!estiriiqn' n _thusiasm for the elections, 
dealdoes not provide a sound The vmtef said that he ex- 


mechanism for its implementa- 
tion and no progress has been 
achieved along the Syrian- 
Israeli and the Lebanese- 
Israeli tracks, said the writer. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Ai Ra'i daily, said 
that the U.S. -Israeli allies have 
succeeded in breaching the 
Arab ranks by concluding the 
Palestinian-Israeli deal. 

They also succeeded in con- 
cluding a common agenda for 
the Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, and they seem to have 
made all the gains, said the 
writer. By concluding its deal 
with the Palestinians, the 
Israelis were able to retain all 
the Jewish settlements with 
their guards, said the writer. 

The Israelis are hoping to 
normalise their economic rela- 
tions with the Arabs, through 
the Palestinians, and are also 
hoping to win peace with Syria 
without committing themselves 
to final withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

Syria could be holding secret 
talks now with Israel, but the 
Arabs as a whole should accept 
peace with Israel only if it 
withdraws its forces from the 
Golan and southern Lebanon 
as well as the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, said 
Saleh AI Qallab. a columnist in 
AJ Dustour. 

The writer said that the 
Synan-Israeli and Lebanese- 
Israeli tracks are part of the 
whole pattern of the peace 
process and therefore no peace 
should be reached with Israel 
by any Arab party before these 
tracks witness real progress. 

While demanding that its re- 
lations be normalised with the 
Arabs, at once, Israel is not 
willing to give in to legitimate 
Arab demands, said Moham- 
mad Kawash in AI Dustour. 

The writer said that Israel 
has said it plans to withdraw 
from the occupied Arab lands 
in stages, to release detainees 
m stages and to withdraw from 
the Golan in stages, but is 
pressuring the Arabs for im- 
mediate normalisation of rela- 
tions. 

At the same time he said, 
Israel is going ahead with plans 
to build more and more settle- 
ments on Arab territory, thus 
proving determination to hold 
on to the land that it usurped 
from the Arabs in the 1967 
war. added the writer. 

Salameh Ekour. a writer in 
Sawt AJ Shaab, said that while 
the American administration 
continues its pressure the Arab 
patties to reach agreement 
with Israel, it supplies the 
Israelis with modern technolo- 
gy to manufacture advanced rock- 

We can only express our 


pected a poor turnout of vo- 
ters, especially in Amman, de- 
spite the wide propaganda i and 
media campaigns launched by 
various parties. One thing t; * 
government can do to breati 
'more life in the campaign and 
the elections themselves, is to 
lift all restrictions on holding 
rallies, suggested the writer. 

Ahmad Dabbas said in Sawt 
AI Shaab that many voters are 
disappointed because they are 
oot able to get their voting 
cards easily. 

The writer said that the gov- 
ernment ought to facilitate the 
distribution of cards and save 
them trouble, time and effort. 
Many voters, he said, have 
spent hours at the distribution 
centres trying to obtain the 
cards for their family members 
and many did not succeed, 
claimed the writer. 

Echoing this view, Taher flu 
Udwan, in AI Dustour. saw 
that many people found that 
the name of the head of the 
family was at one centre while 
the cards of the wife and chil- 
dren in different centres. The 
writer said that the govern- 
ment should gather all the reg- 
isters of a certain district in one 
place and thus facilitate the 
distribution process. 

Tareq Masarweh discussed 
the work of the Social Security 
Corporation, paying tribute to 
its staff for handling a major 
task for the beneficiaries. But 
the writer said that the current 
pension scheme was unfair to 
the beneficiaries who will not 
benefit from any kind of health 
scheme after the age of 60. 

The writer said that the gov- 
ernment ought to examinli 
these points and should also 
allow those who had served in 
the public administration and 
resigned after 19 years of ser- 
vice to have their savings trans- 
ferred to the Social Security 
Corporation to be taken into 
account for their future pen- 
sion. 

Taher AI Udwan. a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour, criti- 
cised the concerned authorities 
for not according equal services 
to different regions of the eqA* 
“■ Some of the streets are 
asphalted more than three 
times a year while others sel- 
dom see asphalt in 10 years, 
said Udwan. 

The writer said that while 
certain districts witness con- 
stant congestion of public 
transport buses, others are 
completely deprived of bus ser- 
vices. In view of the coming® 
winter season, he said, the 
municipality ought to take ex- 
tra precautions and speed up 
tuf* r ? 5air in all districts, so 
tnat pedestrians and motorists 
can avoid possible accidents. 


- v 
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The 1993 elections campaign. serious as it appears . is not 
devoid of a light — sometimes , funny — side . There are tidbits 
about news . views and comments about the campaign that will 
appeal (hopefully) every day in this corner until it is all over 
on Nov: 8. Humour is intended in the column, in no wav libel. 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST: The recent reshuffle in the Royal 
-Cbutf.Jtiis 'bearing on the Nov. 8 parliamentary elections in 
more ways than one. The move for Mohammad Adwan from 
.the palace's Protocol Department to the Ministry of Tohrism 
proves .the point. Advertisements have appeared in Arabic 
papers congratulating Dr. Adwan’s brother. Sheikh Sami Bin 
Affash, on the appointment. Pictures of the two brothers ran 
side by side in these ads, but some pundits thought the 
.campaign overlooked an important point: No mention was 
1 made of the fact that the Adwan’s third brother. Fayez. was 
actually the one running for elections in the Balqa District. 

SPORTSMANSHIP AND THE POLLS: Speaking of 
brothers and the same family, Mijhem Majed A1 Adwan is 
■running for parliamentary elections in the Fifth District of 
.Amman while his brother. Sultan Majed A1 Adwan, (who 
served in the previous Parliament) is also running for 
j elections, only is doing it in the Balqa Govemorate. At least 
they are not contesting the same seat, one might say. The 
issue, however, is not so simple. Every candidate in the 
Kingdom must have depended to a certain extent on the 
support of tribal affiliates in the district he wants to run in. 
And since the rule of thumb is to ensure that your family and 
lyour tribe are registered in your district, one of the two 
brothers, must have been able to keep his relatives dose to 
' him. depnriving.tbe other of this basic family support. As if to 
compound the matter even further, the two brothers do 
actually think alike. One of Sultan's banners reads like this: 
"To provide the necessary support to sport unions and youth 
centres," Mijhem's, on the other hand, says: “Support the 
development of sports and youth." “We wish both of them 
could win if their victory would indeed serve the cause of 
youth," one pundit said. "But we can’t be so happy if tribalism 
is the only tie in common between the two." 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Mansour Murad, Circassian 
candidate for the Third District, having won his much-coveted 
seat in 1989 under, the banner of supporting Palestinian 
resistance and secular affiliations, must now think that the 
mood of his voters may have changed. This time around, his 
main theme is: “Only God will see to my success," Appropri- 
ate indeed, especially since he had voted for segregation of the 
sexes in schools and for the banning of alcohol, along with the 
Mushm Brotherhood movement, while serving as deputy in 
the 11th Parliament. And faithful to his 1993 image, he is 
running against two women. 

MlFLEH; THE LIONHEART: An advertisement that 
appeared last week in support of a candidate in the Fifth 
District of Amman said the following: “The faithful youth of 
Swaileh support Sheikh Mifleh Al Lawzi 'the lion of the fifth 
district’." whether or not Sheikh Mifleh warns to be called a 
lion is open to question, since another ad by a supporter of bis 
had this to say about him: "He has the heart of a lamb." 

WORKING MORE DILIGENTLY: An evening paper 
which carries little snippets of news carried the following item: 
“The women of Irbid area against (Dr. Ahmad) Kofahi (who 
won the largest majority in Jordan during the 89 elections), ft 
said that the election committee for women in Irbid has taken 
a decision not to vote for Muslim Brotherhood candidate 
Kofahi because he took a second wife after winning in 1989. 
Brotherhood sources, wherr asked ‘about this item, refuted it 
and said that more women are now working for.Kbfaht and ;, 
that he remains the women’s. No. 1 candidate. Paradoxical, , 
Huh?! 

THOSE ELEMENTS: The Islamic Action Front’s (IAF) 
newsletter on elections carried a column by a member of its 
executive committee in Amman's Third District, Dr. Abdul 
Sal am Al Zmeili, which can be described as indicative of the 
ideas carried by their candidates. In his column, he attacked 
what he called as "elements drat encourage obscenity among 
the public. "In his column (of which we publish a very brief 
summary) he said: "Those who try to propagate obscene acts 
among the faithful are trying to transform virtue into vice and 
vice into something desirable to people who, after having 
repeatedly heard it and got accustomed to seeing it, would 
accept it as something normal in their lives.” Zmeili distributes 
those “who try to encourage obscenity" in the following 
categories: 

— Writers who use their promiscuous pens to spread 
obscenity and encourage people to practise it. 

— Owners and publishers of magazines and newspapers 
which publish lascivious pictures and announcements and 
advertisements about lewd dancing and prostitution on their 
pages to stir lust and desire among the public. 

— Owners of, hotels and cafes who import obscenity and 
spread profanity' by bringing in prostitutes from neighbouring 
countries. 

— Those responsible, for cheap and vulgar songs by singing, 
writing or composing it. 

— Those who extend their support, through word or song 
on television or radio, and every sordid, cheap advertisement 
using women as a product for sale and enticement so that 
future generations would get used to indecency. 

— Every official who condoned the propagation of obscen- 
ity and profanity within the limits of his responsibility. 

— All indecent, cheap woman dressing revealingly (dressed 
and yet undressed) 

— Husbands who allow their wives to go out in the street 
dressed and made up in a manner which would anger God. 

— Eveiy father who allows his daughter to appear without 
Islamic dress, nude, and mix with men. 

— Those responsible for culture and media which produce 
sleazy programmes for the nation and import the cultures of 
the East and West which distance our nation from our religion 
and our culture. 

— Those responsible for the curricula which are used to 
bring up future generations on a diet of profanity, indecency 
and obserrity, by stuffing them with information which would 
erica urge promiscuity and disregard for convention and 
manners. 

— Every person responsible for a trashy festival in which 
people’s honour is invaded in the name of culture and art. 

"All those and others are bound to be tortured in their lives 
and after death in forms which only God can determine." 
Zmeili said in his article. 

JVenneen Murad 


Israel cuts ban on Palestinians 


(Continued from pa$e 1) 

But hours later.-a joint com- 
munique was issued saying gra- 
dual and continual prisoner re- 
leases would begin next week. 

In the first stage, only prison- 
ers unde? age 18 and over 50. 
and the sick and women would 
be released. 


Both sicks hoped the step 
would advance the peace pro- 
cess and prevent violence, the 
communique said. 

Israeli- -delegation spokes- 
man Ami Gluska said prison- 
ers convicted of violent crimes 
would not be released even if 
they were in the specified cate- 
gories. . 

He said negotiations on 


further releases. 01 amnesties, 
as Palestinian delegation head 
Nabil Shaath termed them, 
would continue when talks re- 
sume next Monday. 

Disagreements also emerged 
on the permanence of the 
Israeli army's withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Palestinian negotiator 
Ahmad Khalidi said that Israel 
was apparently reserving the 
right to reintroduce troops into 
areas it vacates if it feels such a 
move necessary to ensure 
security. 

“When- fthe accord) says 
withdrawal, it means you leave 
without coming back." he told 
the AP. 


New millennium should shape future on the achievements of the past 


(Continued from page 4) 
Damascus and practise their ances- 
tral trades. Meanwhile, in coun- 
tries as far apart as Iraq. Morocco 
and Yemen, the magnificent and 
varied local manufacture of “Isla- 
mic*' ornaments in silver and gold 
(were those of) Jewish silversmiths 
and goldsmiths. 

Where the intellectual heritage 
of Islam is concerned, the influ- 
ence of Greek thought was fun- 
damental. This process began with 
simple translation of the classics of 
Greek knowledge and philosophy, 
but soon evolved to encompass 
creative works. The movement of 
translation began under the 
Umayyads, and involved transla- 
tions either directly from the ori- 
ginal Greek or from Syriac into 
Arabic. 

The translators were usually 
non-Muslims; they were generally 
Christians or Jews, mainly Syrian, 
whose work enriched the founda- 
tions of Arab 'medical science. By 
the second century of Islam, a 
school for translation was set up > n 
Baghdad with a library and a regu- 
lar staff. Many of these translations 
which contributed 10 the classical 
Muslim achievements in various 
fields of thought, learning and sci- 
ence. were undertaken through the 
medium of the Syriac language by 
Jacobite or Nestorian Christian 
scholars from Syria and Iraq. 
These included Hunain [bn Ishaq, 
his son Ishaq Ibn Hunain. Yahyia 
Ibn Adi. and Ousts Ibn Luqa. 
Their remarkable work was 
achieved under the patronage of a 
Muslim caliphate. Similarly, the 
groundwork for the original Mus- 
lim Arab contributions to medicine 
was laid by Nestorian Christian 
physicians m Iraq, most notably 
those of the Bakhriyashu family: a 
dynasty of Christian court physi- 
cians serving the ealy Abbasid 
caliphs of Baghdad. 

The influence ran both ways. 
The vocalised Masroretic Text of 
the Hebrew Bible, and the related 
masorah (critical and explanatory 
notes) were produced between the 
seventh and tenth centuries of the 
Common. Era. by Jewish scholars 
working in Palestine or Iraq, in 
enjoyment of the freedoms guaran- 
teed by the Muslim world order. 
What they produced, under Mus- 
lim rule, was nothing less than the 
text of the Hebrew Bible as we 
know it today. 

The Misbnah and the Gemarah. 
which constitute the Jewish Tal- 
mud, were completed in Iraq or in 
Palestine before the advent of 
Islam. On the other hand, the 
development ol a Jewish theology, 
in terms of formulating religious 
beliefs in the form of philosophical 
principles, was definitely an 
achievement of the Islamic period. 
In this connection. Lewis notes 
that “the influence flowed from 
Islam to Judaism., and ■ not the 


other way round." This is also true 
of the Jewish rabbinical resht/voi. 
or juristic response, of this same 
period, which arc the Jewish 
equivalent of the Muslim htawa. 
Throughout the so-called Middle 
Ages, the leading Jewish rabbis 
and Muslim men of learning were 
never out of touch with each other, 
each side profiting from the scho- 
larship of the other. While Jews 
such as the great Musa ibn 
Maymun (or Maimonides. d. 1204 ) 
•, undoubtedly modelled their* 
theological thinking on the Muslim 
7/ro aT-kabm (what we may call 
Muslim scholasticism: the recon- 
ciliation of Muslim religious tenet 
to Aristotelian philosophy). Mus- 
lim men of learning regularly tap- 
ped the resources of Jewish scho- 
larship for the exegesis of the 
Koran: the branch of Muslim reli- 
gious learning called tafsir. to the 
mutual benefit of both. 

St. John Damascene, the re- 
nowned Christian theologian and 
hymn writer of the eighth century, 
perhaps the most prominent of the 
post-Nicene church fathers, and a 
leading pillar of Christian ortho- 
doxy. was a Syrian “Saracen." or 
Arab. He was from Damascus, and 
his father, a Melchite Christian 
called Sarjun. or Sargon. had 
served as a minister or finance in 
the Umayyad court. John Demas- 
cene himself was dose to the 
Umayyad family in Damascus, and 
his familiarity with Islam was con- 
siderable. In his writings, which 
are taken to represent the best in 
the Greek literature of the period, 
he notes the affinity between the 
Muslim and Christian faiths. He 
considered Islam a variant, non- 
orthodox form of Christianity. Re- 
markably. it was from the safety of 
Umayyad Damascus, where 
Christians freely engaged in reli- 
gious debate with Muslims in the 
very presence of the caliphs, that 
John Damascene rose to champion 
the cause of Christian orthodoxy 
againt the Iconoclast policy of the 
Byzantine emperors of his time. In 


Constantinople, his voice would 
probably have been silenced with- 
out much ceremony. 

The writing o( history being a 
good indicator of attitudes, it is 
worth noting the history of Islam 
has been written by Christian Arab 
as well as by Muslim scholars. The 
Christian Arabic historical litera- 
ture produced under Islam is nut. 
by and large, the sorrowful litera- 
ture of plaintive communities, be- 
moaning their lot as captives to an 
alien and hostile --order. Rather, ii 


tion in which he and his community 
participated. His work, written in 
Arabic, but in the Syriac script, 
was dearly intended for Christians, 
and not for Muslims to read. 
Another example is the Moronit* 
historian. Patriarch Istifan A 
Duwayhi (d. 1704). whose chrc 

niclc "Tarikhl azmina" original!; 
entitled “Tarikh al-Muslimin" pre- 
sents the history of his Christian 
community as pan and parcel fo 
the annals of Islam. Like Baheiv 
raeus. he wrote his chronicle in the 


“A new thinking, a fresh paradigm, will 
be needed if we are to enter the new 
millennium safety. Such a paradigm 
would see the inter-connections and in- 
terdependence between peoples, cultures 
and religions, while respecting their 
diversity. It would seek to develop the 
vision to identify and build upon com- 
mon fundamentals, without prejudicing 
the uniqueness of each tradition. It must 
strive for the enriched unity that accom- 
panies an accommodation of diversity, 
and not the sterile uniformity of an 
imposed hegemony ." 


is the literature of proud communi- 
ties. confident of their standing in a 
society which they, no less than the 
Muslims, considered their own. 
Among the Christian Arab histo- 
rians of Islam before modern 
times, prime examples indude the 
thirteenth century Jacobite Christ- 
ian Abu Al Faraj Ibn Al lhri (the 
famed Barhebraeus). whose histor- 
ical compendium. "Mukhtasar 
tarikh al duwal." places the history 
of his own Christian church within 
the context of the Muslim dvilisa- 


Syriac script, with which only 
Christians were normally familiar. 
It must be pointed out that only 
Christians who felt fully integrated 
in Muslim society could have con- 
ceived of their own Christian com- 
munities within the Islamic histor- 
ical context. 

At no stage in the long history of 
Islam has the community of Mus- 
lims been homogeneous except in 
terms of its religious allegiance. 
While its political structure became 
fractured in due course, the Christ- 
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(Continued from page 1) 
customs department with mod- 
em equipment and support 
base, he said. 

Other agreements also 
signed on Thursday oontibitted 
German assistance to Jordan 
for the current year into speci- 
fic projects. These included 
DM 22 million (JD 9 million) 
in soft loans from the German 
development Bank to upgrade 
the greater Amman water net- 
work, and technical aid for 
training Jordanian personnel in 
water resources management 
and for stone preservation at 
the ancient city of Petra in 
cooperation with the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

The Amman water network 
project envisages replacing 
pipelines in the Jabal Amman, 
Jabal Luweibdeh. Jabal Hus- 
sein, Jabal Jofeh. downtown. 
Jabal Nasr. Hashemi and 
Ashrafiyeh districts of the 
capital. 

The agreements were signed . 
by Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz and German Ambassa- 
dor Heinrich Reiners following 
several days of discussions here 
by a visiting German delega- 
tion headed by Winfried 
Fuchs, head of the North Afri- 
ca and Middle East depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Econo- 
mic Cooperation. 

Dr. Fariz and Mr. Fuchs 
signed the minutes of the meet- 
ings which agreed on the 1994 
assistance for Jordan. 

The German delegation was 
visiting Petra Friday and was 
scheduled to leave Jordan ear- 
ly Saturday. 

The Ministry of Planning 
said in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. that Germany has been 
extending an annual technical 
aid of DM 15 million (JD 6.2 
million) to help Jordan imple- 
ment development projects, 
particularly in agriculture, wa- 
ter. health and-Jnstitution 
building. 

The 1993 aid from Germany 
to Jordan is almost the same as 
the 1992 figure and the King- 
dom remains one of the largest 
recipients of German assist- 
ance in per capita terms. Mr. 
Meyers said. 

Germany, a regular contri- 
butor of assistance to Jordan, 
extended DM 350 million over 
and above its regular aid to 
help the Kingdom offset the 
negative economic repercus- 
sions of the Gulf crisis. 

Asked whether Germany 
was planning any assistance to 
Jordan to help it interact with 
regional economic develop- 
ment as part of the Middle 
East peace process. Mr. 
Meyers said he was aware of 
such considerations. 
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ians'and the Jews remained an 
integral part of its social and cultu- 
ral make-up. So much so ihai the 
Iasi all-encompassing Muslim do- 
main'. namely the Ottoman Empire 
developed the Millet system for 
(heir protection and well-being. 
The Jews were governed by the 
Hakhambashi while the Christians 
had their own Patriarchate whose 
functions were to administer the 
civil and religious affairs of their 
respective communities. 

By the middle of the Ddh cen- 
tury. the Muslim World began a 
process of reassessment and self- 
examination. The cause was its 
own decline and the emerging 
power and might of Europe. Euro- 
pean encroachment and domina- 
tion of Islamic lands sharpened the 
intellect of Muslim scholars en- 
gaged in a movement of renewal to 
supplement the resistance against 
Europe. The immediate result of 
the encounter was a religious re- 
form movement accompanied by 
wholesale borrowing and adoption 
of European model and methods. 
The process received religious 
sanction, and by the beginning of 
this century Muslim societies had 
been transformed into modem 
political communities where social, 
cultural and religious barriers were 
removed. 

With the emergence of the na- 
tion state and public acknowledge- 
ment of a concept of common 
citizenship, the individual had be- 
come a citizen, enjoying equal 
rights, irrespective of his religious 
faith or ethnicity. It has been the 
kind of pluralism that my own 
Hashemite forebears committed 
themselves. It has been our convic- 
tion that cultural diversity and poli- 
tical pluralism can ensure the de- 
velopment of a civic society, and 


contain the contain of exclusive 
ideology whether of the religious 
or the' ethnic variety. 

Pluralism and richness were thus 
the cornerstone of the Muslim 
world order. Its diversity was the 
fountainhead of its success. By 
harnessing the diverse cultural and 
religious traditions of the civilisa- 
tions it encountered. Islam was 
able to make and to influence great 
progress in all fields of human 
endeavour. The giant steps of 
Islam's golden age would not have 
been possible without this respect 
and tolerance for that which was 
different, that which was other. 

Here, perhaps, lies a key for the 
modem age. Wc have, in the past 
few years, witnessed several alarm- 
ing manifestations of racial and 
religious intolerance and violence 
throughout our world. A new 
thinking, a fresh paradigm, will be 
needed if we are to enter the new 
millennium safely. Such a para- 
digm would see the inter- 
connections and inter-dependence 
between peoples, cultures and reli- 
gions. while respecting their di- 
versity. It would seek to develop 
the vision to identify and build 
upon common fundamentals, with- 
out prejudicing the uniqueness of 
each tradition. It must strive for 
the enriched unity that accompa- 
nies an accommodation of diversi- 
ty. and not the sterile uniformity or 
an imposed hegemony. We should 
be aware of the infinite advance- 
ments made possible by our unpre- 
cedented access to the heritage of 
all cultures of ail times — as well as 
the infinite dangers of ignoring or 
excluding them. For in articulating 
a new paradigm for the future, we 
would do well to consider just what 
it was that made possible the 
achievements of the past. 



JOB 

OPPORTUNITY 

An international organisation is 
seeking a creative marketing man- 
ager with either a minimum of 3 
years experience and/or a uni- 
versity degree in marketing. 
Knowledge of international market 
is a plus. Female preferable. Must 
be fluent- in English and Arabic. 
Send CV to 
Fax 612902 or 

P.O. Box 9363, Amman 11191, 
Jordan. 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HRH PRINCESS 

ALIA BINT AL-HUSSE1N 

“AUCTION CORNER” 

In cooperation with 

society for the development and rehabi- 
litation of the rural women 
Have the honour of inviting you to attend 
our auction for antiquities, Persian car- 
pets, silver ware, old furniture and art 
works. 

At the Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 

“AI-Badya Hall” 

as follows: 

Sunday Oct. 24, 1993, 11 a.m. 
Inauguration and opening viewing. 
Monday Oct. 25, 1993, auction day: 

First session starts 10:30 a.m. 

Second session starts 4:00 p.m. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


An Arab Gulf government agency is in need of the following 
personnel: 

1. Graphic design specialist 

Requires knowledge and strong experience with 
Macintosh-based packages and other related technolo- 
gies. 

2. Office automation developer 

Requires two to three years of experience in the applica- 
tions of office automation software for Macintosh-based 
systems. Applicants should have a working knowledge of 
user interface design, relational DBMS, software product 
development, and training. 

3. PC product specialist 

Requires kriSwIedge and strong experience in office 
automation software such as databases, spreadsheets, 
word processing, etc. Good knowledge of PC operating 
systems, windows, and local area networks is also 
required: 

4. Copy writer 

Excellent written and verbal communications skills are 
required, with emphasis on capabilities to compose 
letterSi-memos. public documents and speeches of high 
literary standards. Good Arabic is essential, together with 
a fair grasp of English. 

All jobs require a B.Sc or equivalent experience in related 
field. If interested, send a ’ detailed resume and a recent 
photo, indicating desired job and conlact phone number. 
Mail applications to: 

P.O. Box 911021, AMMAN 11191, JORDAN, 








European stock markets buoyed by Bundesbank 


LONDON (AFP) — Erao- 
pean stock markets were 
buoyed Friday by the cut in 
German interest rates ordered 
Thursday by the Bundesbank, 
and stocks set new records in 
London. Paris and Frankfurt. 

On the London exchange, 
prices were boosted by hopes 
for lower British rates in the 
wake of the German move, 
and the Footsie 100-share in- 
dex rose by 10.7 points or 0.3 
per cent on the day to finish at 
3,199 points, an ail-time clos- 
ing high. A few minutes ear- 
lier. the indicator stood at a 
record high of 3.199.2 poinrs. 
Gills were up by as much as a 
third of a point. 

Share volume totalled 
£655.2 million against £745 
million on Thursday. 

It was the same story in 
Paris, as stocks rose to a record 
high in the wake of German 


and French interest rate reduc- 
tions. Major French banks lo- 
wered their prime rates Friday 
afternoon by 0.25 per cent 
after the Bank of France re- 
duced key rates in the morn- 
ing. 

On the Paris Bourse, the 
CAC 40 index surged by 1.46 
per cent on the day to an 
all-time closing high of 
2.231.86 points. TTie previous 
closing high came on Aug. 31. 
at 2.216.49. Friday was settle- 
ment day. but the normal 
profit-taking did not material- 
ise. dealers said. 

They added that the bourse 
would certainly rise to new 
highs next week. 

The market was very active 
with volume of more than six 
billion francs on the monthly 
settlement market. 

In Frankfurt, the stock mar- 
ket hailed the Bundesbank's 


Thursday move in active trad- 
ing. taking the DAX index up 
by 31.48 points on the day to 
2.066. 17 — a new record dos- 
ing high. The Commerzbank 
indicator ended at 1.170.40, up 
29.40 points. 

In addition to lower interest 
rates, the dollar's firmness also 
helped the market, dealers 
said. “There has never been so 
much liquidity on the market.” 
said one CSFB Effektebank 
operator. 

In Madrid, the stock mar- 
ket's general indicator rose 
5.10 points or 1.67 per cent on 
the day to end at 310.28. a new 
dosing high for the year so far. 
Operators said the market was 
pleased with the Bank of 
Spain's dedsion to lower its 
key interest rate by a quarter- 
point to 9.25 per cent. 

The Bank of France dedded 
Friday to follow the German 


Bundesbank's signal for a shift 
to lower short-term interest 
rates — but without endanger- 
ing the French franc's stability. 

Friday morning, the French 
central bank cut its interven- 
tion rate by 0.3 per cent to 6.45 
per cent as of next Tuesday as 
a reflection of "the general 
downtrend of rates in Europe 


and with an eye on the objec- 
tive of the franc’s internal and 
external stability.” it said. 

The bank also lowered its 
five-to-ten-day securities re- 
purchase rate from 7.75 to 7.25 
per cent. 

Credit Lyonnais bank eco- 
nomist Jean-Paul Betbeze 


commented that the decision 
shows that both the German 
and the French central banks 
continue to focus on getting 
long-term interest rates down, 
and one should not ‘fantasise 
about a sudden sharp drop in 
short-term rates” that would 
endanger the stability of long 
rates. 


Sudan devalues pound 


Belgium urged to raise taxes 
to pay social security deficit 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese pound was devalued 
by about 75 per cent Friday 
with the announcement of a 
new official rate of 300 to a 
dollar, against the present 
171.7. 

The devaluation, the second 
in five months, is to become 
effective Saturday. It was 
announced by OmerTaha Abu 
Samra. chairman of a commit- 
tee responsible for setting the 
currency's rate against the dol- 
lar. 

The new rate will apply to 
transactions involving com- 
mercial banks and is aimed at 


encouraging repatriation of 
money made abroad by emig- 
rants from Sudan. A different 
rate. 215 pounds to the dollar, 
has been set for exports to 
boost them. The dollar had 
been fetching more than 350 
pounds on the black market 
the last few weeks. 

The pound's rate against the 
main foreign currencies will be 
set daily by a consortium of 
commercial banks. 

Last week, the Bank of 
Sudan announced some new 
measures to cut inflation and 
black market dealing. It rees- 
tablished a requirement to de- 
clare foreign currencies when 


arriving in Sudan and leaving 
the country, and gave three 
weeks to foreign exchange hol- 
ders to deposit such currencies 
in certain bank accounts or 
exchange it at the bank. 

But chief of state. General 
Omar A1 Bashir said Wednes- 
day that such measures “do not 
mean an abandonment of the 
policy of economic liberalisa- 
tion (undertaken two years 
ago), but rather a halt to para- 
sitic activities.” 

Sudan’s chronic shortage of 
foreign exchange causes large 
•supply difficulties, including 
frequent gasoline (petrol} 
shortages. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — An offi- 
cial committee of Belgian eco- 
nomists chaired by central 
hanker Fons Verplaets has 
urged the government to raise 
taxes in a bid to finance its 
chronic social security deficits. 

The recommendation was 
made in a report presented to 
Prime Minister Jean- Luc De- 
haene by Mr. Verplaetse. who 
is governor of the National 
Bank of Belgium. 

ft recommended higher in- 
direct taxes, plus higher taxes 
on investment income, real 
easter and energy consump- 
tion. 

The committee was 
appointed to identify 1 ways of 
restoring currency confidence, 
reducing Belgium's massive 
public debt and social security 
deficit, and turning around the 
rising rate of unemployment. 

The report is expected to 
become a central dement in 
Mr. Dehaene's efforts, 
announced last July, to negoti- 
ate a social pact between gov- 
ernment. employers and trade 
unions aimed at restoring con- 
fidence in the Belgian eco- 
nomy. 

This would include lowering 
the cost of labour and making 
companies ,more competitive 
so.that they’ will become more, 
profitable and create new jobs. > 


Specifically, the “Verplaets 
report" calls for social security 
spending to be pegged to rhe 
rate of real economic growth 
over the past 10 years. 

It shifts part of the burden of 
financing this spending from 
employers to individuals 
through: 

— A harmonised 15 per cent 
tax on all local investments by 
residents of the European 
Community. The present tax 
for Belgian citizens is 10 per 
.cent. 

— Higher indirect taxes 
which do not exceed average 
levels charged in Germany. 
France, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg. 

— An energy tax along the 
lines of a tax proposed by the 
European Commission. It 
would include a tax on carbon 
dioxide emissions. 

— On real estate except 
primary residences. 

The report recommends that 
real pay levels be frozen, but 
that the indexation of salaries 
to inflation be maintained. 

It is expected to be the cen- 
tre of political debate in com- 
ing days. Its immediate result 
was a strengthening of the Bel- 
gian franc, which has lost six 
per cent against the Deutsche- 
mark since July: 

Belgian social charges on 


business, among the highest in 
the EC. have been blamed for 
hurting the export competitive- 
ness of local firms and their 
ability to create new jobs. 

Of every 100 francs of salary 
currently paid by an employer. 
47 goes to the worker. 4(1.5 is 
deducted for social security 
and 12.5 goes in taxes. 

Meanwhile, unemployment 
is approaching 14 per cent, 
with nearly 500.000 people out 
of work in a country whose 
population is just 10 million. 
Some 2.4 million people re- 
ceive social security payments 
from the state. 

The result has been a grow- 
ing social security deficit which 
has contributed to national 
budget deficit which last year 
was nearly seven per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

The public debt currently 
stands at more than 120 per 
cent of GDP. absorbing about 
30 per cent of the annual state 
budget. 

This’ has left Belgium far 
short of meeting two central 
criteria for joining a European 
Community currency (EC) un- 
ion — a budget deficit of no 
more than three p_er cent of 
GDP. and public debt falling 
towards 60 per cent of GD.P. 


90% of big Japanese companies 
cut back hiring, survey says 


TOKYO (Agencies) — More 
than 90 per cent of major 
Japanese companies are re- 
cruiting fewer college gradu- 
ates this year, and 26 per cent 
are cutting hiring by half or 
more, a survey has said. 

The survey by the financial 
daily Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
provides some of the strongest 
evidence yet of the plight faced 
by new graduates in Japan as 
companies cope with plunging 
profits. 

Japanese firms traditionally 
try to avoid layoffs, so they 
usually cut back on hiring new 
employees and offer early re- 
tirement plans when they find 
themselves with too many 
workers. 

The Nihon Keizai said 198 of 
the 216 companies it surveyed, 
or 92 per cent, plan to hire 
fewer university graduates to 
start in spring 1994 than they 
did for spring 1993. Fifty-six. 
or 26 per cent, will cut the 
number of new hires by hqlf or 
more, the survey said. 

Japanese companies gener- 


ally do all their yearly hiring in 
one batch, selecting a group of 
students in the fall. The stu- 
dents graduate the following 
March and begin work in 
April. 

Among major companies. 
Sony Corp- said it will hire 400 
people, down from 740 last 
year, and Fujitsu Ltd. will cut 
new hires from 1,200 to about 
300. 

Japanese companies that 
hired and invested heavily in 
the boom years of the late 
1980s are now finding them- 
selves with too much capacity 
and unneeded employees be- 
cause of the nation's economic 
slump. 

However, corporate bank- 
ruptcies in Japan from April to 
September fell 0.6 per cent 
from the same period last year 
to 6.913. marking the first drop 
in six half-year periods. Teiko- 
ku Data Bank Ltd. has said. 

The number of failures, de- 
fined as those with liabilities of 
at least 10 million yerr 
(S93.500). also represented a 
7.7 per cent decline from the 


previous half-year period, the 
private credit research agency 
said. 

The total liabilities from 
bankruptcies in the six months 
to September stood at 2.93 
trillion yen. down 18.3 percent 
from the previous fiscal year's 
first half, marking a year-on- 
year drop of three straight half- 
year periods, it said. 

Agency officials attributed 
the declines in both the num- 
ber of cases and the amount of 
liabilities to a sharp 28 per cent 
fall what is called a “bubble 
type” business failure stem- 
ming from excessive invest- 
ment or borrowing. 

Also, the average debt 
amount per case fell to 424 
million yen, down from 515 
million yen a year earlier. But 
the amount was the third big- 
gest on record for a first half- 
year period, the agency said. 

The number of bankruptcies 
with liabi lilies of at least one 
. billion yen declined from 477 a 
: year earlier to 468, and those 
: with five bflfion yen- or more 
i also fen*’Jfr 0 fti ^7 'to 95: ^ 


Swedish government proposes employment tax cuts to encourage hiring 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The 
Swedish government has prop- 
osed a 15 percentage point cut 
in new employment tax for 
1994 and a six-month extension 
on youth training placements 
in a bid to stimulate employ- 
ment. 

The goal of the proposals,' 
presented to parliament by 
Labour Minister Boerje 
Hoernlund, is to reduce unem- 
ployment to around six or 
seven per cent by the end of 
the decade. 

Unemployment in Sweden 


stood at 8.7 per' cent in 
September, according to the 
Swedish Central Bureau of 
Statistics. 

The government hopes that 
the new measures will make it 
more attractive for companies 
to recruit new employees, 
translating into at least 20,000 
new jobs during 1994, Swedish 
Finance Minister Anne Wibble 
said. 

The government also intends 
to invest 243 million kronor 
($30.3 million) to decrease 
■long-term unemployment. 

Despite the new measures. 


the government expects unem- 
ployment to increase in the 
near future. During 1993. an 
unemployment level of around 
eight per cent is anticipated, 
and after a climb to 8.4 per 
cent in 1994 it will dip to just 
under eight per cent in 1995. 

“The government has never 
before invested so much in 
reducing unemployment. Most 
important right now are our 
long-term measures to get 
growth moving and create new 
jobs,” Mr. Hoernlund said. 

The option to extend the 


present six-month free-of- 
charge period on youth train- 
ing placements was also pre- 
« :ed to parliament. 

Employers will now pay a 
1,000 kronor ($125) fee for the 
first six months, and 3,000 kro- 
nor ($375) for the second six 
months if the employer prom- 
ises the employee a permanent 
position. 

In general terms, the Swed- 
ish economy has hit rock bot- 
tom and is now on the upswing, 
the Finance Ministry said in its 
fall prognoses and economic 


proposals to parliament. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) is expected to decrease 
this year by three per cent, but 
a two per cent increase can be 
expected in 1994 and a three 
per cent climb in 1995, Ms. 
Wibble said. 

According to the finance 
ministry’s prognoses, growth 
will decrease by 2.8 per cent in 
1993 but then climb 1.9 per 
cent in 1994 and 2.9 per cent in 
1995. 

Industrial production is ex- 
pected to rise 1.5 per cent in 


-1993 and then surge nine per 
cent in 1993 and six per cent in 
1995. 

Inflation can be expected to 
rise 4.6 per cent this year, 
while it will increase only 2.6 
per cent in 1994 and 2.9 . per 
cent in 1995. 

The government also 
announced it planned to cut an 
additional 20 billion kronor 
($2.5 billion) off the budget 
deficit. By 1998 the deficit will 
have been cut by 81 billion 
kronor ($10.1 billion), the gov- 
ernment predicted. 


Deutsche Aerospace 
to slash workforce, 
shut six plants ~ 


BONN (R) — Daimler-Benz 
aerospace unit Deutsche 
Aerospace (DASA) has said it 
would cut 16,000 jobs and shut 
six plants over the next three 
years due to worldwide reces- 
sion and an airline industry 
crisis. 

Management board chair- 
man Juergen Strempp told 
journalists in Munich DASA 
would axe 10,300 jobs by the 
end of 1996 in addition to 
nearly 6,000 cuts already under 
way. DASA employs around 
80,000 people. 

The job cuts and plant clo- 
sures would save the company 
around 1.5 billion marks 
($910.1 million) a year and pull 
it back into profit by 1995. 
DASA had to act “to maintain 
the competitive ability of the 
German aerospace industry in 
the international market.” 

“This calls for the courage to 
take unpopular decisions such 
as job reductions and the clos- 
ing down of sites,” Mr. 
Strempp said. 

The job cuts will mainly 
affect D ASA’s aviation and 
defence operations. In the civil 
aviation division, 6,500 of the 

44.600 employees will lose 
their jobs, as will 2,500 of the 

11.600 defence and civil sys- 
tems workers. 

“The company will dispense 
with those activities which are 
of no strategic importance to 
its core businesses.” Mr. 


Strempp said. “It will adapt its 
aviation, defence and rivij sys- 
tems areas to market condi- 
tions.” 

DASA would invest 2.5 bil- 
lion marks ($910.1 million).be- 
tween now and 1998 in its 
defence and civil systems divi- 
sions. be said. But two of the 
company's German Airbus 
plants — at Lemwerden and 
Munich-Neuarbing — will, 

close by 1996. 

He said production in 
Europe was being made uneco- 
nomic by high labour costs. 
CASA’S defence division was 
suffering because European 
governments are placing fewer 
orders and because of a lack of 
coordination over arms exports 
regulations. 

Aerospace and defence com- 
panies have been hit since the 
end of the cold war by shrink 
ing defence budgets as military 
planners review strategies 
under pressure from cash- 
strapped Western govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Strempp said he ex- 
pected the fbnner Soviet Un- 
ion to become a significant 
competitor in the airline aad 
space industries and even saw 
it entering into strategic 
alliances with the U.S. 

Apart from “disastrous” 
profits m the airline industry, 
DASA faced increased com- 
petition from the U.S. and 
Japan. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 23, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Sun enters Scorpio and yon 
are imbued with a fresh new plan 
of attack on whatever may have 
been baffling you up to this 
point. You mental ingenuity and 
manuei dexterity will be put to 
the test. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Matters at home can cause you to 
feel you are being too taken for 
granted so don't expect much 
praise today but tonight tensions 
then do lift. 

TAURUS: April 20 to May 20) It 
seems difficult to put your plans 
across during the daytime • in 
cu mm uoicahons and short jaunts 
„hut .hirer you see how to. improve 
j basic conditions. 

‘ GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) ' 
Think over what you can do to 
improve your financial well- 
being withour taking any chances 
at the moment, then tonight you 
find answers in periodicals. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) *niink about the person- 
al conditions you would like to 
have and go after them with 
confidence but tonight make a 
point to avoid extravagence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't try to get close compan- 
ions and an outside contact 
together during the day while 
tonight you find you can see and 
enjoy a very good friend. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider the various 
intimate wishes you have and 
think of ways in the.days ahead 


to make them a pan of your life 
while tonight finds you able' to 
express your affections. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) This is the moment to use 
care in whatever you do of a 
world or a civic nature and above 
all take no chances today with 
your credit worthiness. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You find it diffi- 
cult today to put into effect die 
ideas which you feel can be of the 
greatest help and assistance to 
you. tonight avoid pubic plea- 
sures. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
-to D ecember 2h)rBc mosr can- 
- tious - o nd carefu l i n han dling any 
promises you have made for any 
' misstep could boomerang against 
your best interests. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have a partner 
now with whom you would like 
to get along better but that per- 
son is stepped in own anxieties 
and can be a disappointment to 
you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Whatever you have 
in mind about getting work done 
or being of service to others can 
be hard effectuate today but 
tonight an outsider helps. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Having a good time this day 
will not be all it has been antici- 
pated so don't be upset if some 
obstacles arise, tonight duties 
can be well handled. 



THE Daily Crossword 


by Eugene Puffenbetger 


'Stanley, when we’re done kissing, get 
a ladder and scrape all those little 
hearts off the ceiling” 


Andy Capp 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 





ACROSS 
1 Wiwtsti coadng 
5 Msrstiy water 
10 Modem Me 

14 Concerning 

15 Plenipotentiary 

16 Cannery 

1 7 -Catch the — c 


19 Toolbox torn 

20 Narrated anew 

21 Qualty 

S3 BuBnrcg cheer 

24 Window — 

25 Hunters 

29 SmaU brooks 

32 Moslem ruler 

33 

35 Power agey. 

36 Turkish 


ms 

3B Skm growth 
39 Ear prof. 


iliiiiiiiiS 

aua anu 5555 

3535 

|™-« ««:■■ 

laama auuaa 

•<■■■ aaaaa aaaBl 

SB5 »■!■■ ■■■■■ 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


IVHAT THEY CALLEC 7 
THE BRITISH 
BEEF TYCOON. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: HAVOC 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BRUTAL STYMIE 


Answer. A loud cry that’s quiet to 9tBn with — 

■SH-our 



NONSENSE/ 
WHAT GOOD ARE 
THEY? 




41 Telia ol tons Till Wl2\ 


44 Corn pained m ngm, 

46 lira the Dus 

47 BafcferdflSh 8 ftiry tale 

Yesterday s Puzzle Solved: 

Moved 9 implements 

51 Amatory 10 "... after me 

« — flr » — small 

55 if music oe • voice" 

c "The — from 
58 Raison d_ hwven" 

IS&IEHL 12 Transport 

60 Oklahoma oty 13 Before: praf. 

Bl Repose 18 Pigment 

62 Incanes 22 Mati-kmog emea 

63 Podium SSPU&rS 3 

26 man with 

DOWN seven wives" 

1 Sows Of 27 ■■Lend—" 

singutws- ■ (Shakespeare) 

2 — about (dose 28Ariari^ ' 

to) . 29 Bmo. the 

nnnn uciiiu nrarnrn 
riSHS unniiin Qnrno 
unrinn onrnrn 

ijmnS H mS B gR8 

rinnn onniiifTi ririnr 

nnsmnnnB nnnmnn 
nun rarcrjnrc J 

aaai mp S \ 

8 English posstar 

composer 30 — Haute, tna 

4 Makes Hke new 31 Rseocompfetoty 4 

5 Dipped water 34 Pgnof RSVP 4 

from a boat 37 Upoaai 4 

6 Luce fine 39Carvt» 4 

wma 40 Opera aingor. 4 

7 Urge Frances 5 

1 Light parody SIFlretptaca 

ORo-Pytoivuva 57*53?**,^. 
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Dollar seen rising to DM1.85 while falling to yen 95 
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0,(00 

1,110 . 
317, CM 

12,(47 

11,4*2 

II, 749 
34,001 
04. SM 
01,994 
14, 122 

0,439 

22.130 

2,910 

I, 470 
27,900 
10,199 
43,041 
30.310 

1, 140,471 
413 
1,030 
41,179 
29,003 
310 
100,940 

III. Ml 
431,291 

110,991 

40,147 

21,301 

1,912 

101.070 

4,219 

10,141 

042,739. 

49,432 

1,242,099 

II, 047 
21,071 
07.394 

110,142 

21.791 

15,214 

4,900 

29,09ft 

1.400 ' 
247.401 

51,110 

15,121 

19,591 

4.400 
374,141 


This report is submitted by Noser Nabulsi, private client 
group, Merrill Lynch-Dubai 

Overview 

Fundamental view: Prospects for U.S. growth of better than 
4% in the fourth quarter should help boost the dollar in 
coming weeks as interest rates in Europe continue to decline. 
The U.S. and Japan both appear content to let the dollar 
remain indefinitely in the 100-to-110 range of recent months. 
But upward pressure on the yen is likely to reemerge next year 
if Japan's current account surplus foils. to narrow significantly. 
We continue to look for the dollar to rise to DM 1.85 while 
felling to yen 95 over the next 32 months. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar index gained over 0.9% 
during the week ended OcL 15. While the greenback was weak 
against both the Australian and Canadian dollars, it was 
generally strong against the European currencies and the 
Japanese yen. Put/call ratios remain generally oversold, while 
medium term sentiment is coming off of an oversold condition 
versus the European currencies and remains oversought versus 
both the Canadian dollar and the Japanese yen. Snort term 
• momentum for the dollar index has bottomed. At the same 
■ time, the medium term oscillator remains weak. While this 
indicator has the potential to keep its downward bias into late 
November, there are at least some preliminary signs of an 
impending reversal. 

With this in mind, we are inclined to think the index is likely 
to go through a rally-test sequence before it establishes a low 
- that marks the end of the post-July corrective process. Once 
that low is established, the dominant 13-month uptrend should 
reassert itself. There is important chart support just above 


mtn 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 

THE RELIABLE 
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MCKMG, AIR FRE1QH1 
P0 H W WI WG. OOOH-lo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS. 


88.00. Important resistance exists below 94.00. 

Deutsche mark 

Fundamental view: The dollar has strengthened to near the 
DM 1.65 level in recent days as prospects for firm growth in 
the U.S. in the current quarter contrast with ongoing 
stagnation and rising in unemployment in continental Europe. 
Our U.S. analysts expect real GDP growth of 4.2% in the 
current quarter in response to firm consumer spending and 
residential construction and increased industrial output as 
U.S. firms seek to rebuild lean inventories. 

In contrast, German industrial production is expected to 
decline 0.5% next year after a steep decline of 8% this year 
according to a recent IFO research institution survey. The 
Bundesbank cut its repo rate by 3 basis points this week to 
6.67% and is likely to cut its official discount rate by another 
50 basis points next month, bringing the discount rate to 
5. 75%. 

We continue to expect German 3-month interest rates to 
decline nearly 250 basis points by the end of next year from a 
current level of about 6.5% With inrerest-rate differentials and 
growth differentials both likely to favour the dollar in the year 
ahead, we are maintaining our 12-month target of DM/ 
U.S.S1.85. We continue to look for the dollar to reach DM 
1.80 an d D M 1.85 ove r the next six and 12 months . 

.Technical view: The Deutschemark dropped 0.8% week-to- 
week versus the U.S. dollar. Short term sentiment towards the 
currency has been overbought (i.e., excessively bullish), while 
medium term sentiment is neutral as it continues to improve - 
relative to its recent overbought readings. Short term momen- 
tum has peaked and now has a downward bias. Medium term 


oscillators have been constructive for over two months and 
have the potential to remain positive for several more weeks. 

It is likely, therefore, that the next short term peak will 
coincide with a medium term peak. If so. the currency would 
be positioned fora resumption of its multi-month downtrend. 
With this in mind, a test of the twin peaks recorded last April 
and December in the 1.55-1.57 DMAJ.S.S range is still 
possible. Currency support is indicated at 1.65 and 1.69. The 
mark/yen cross-rate continues to hold above the 62-64 trading 
range and has done so with solid short and medium term 
momentum indications. 


WE’RE TRYING. TO OFFER THE BEST 


ft Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 W 

* Candle lamps 

* Low voltage halogen lamps 

* Decorative lamps 

* Special lamps 

ft Discharge lamps 

* Spot lamps 

ft Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Mlnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 
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Bosnian Serbs, rebel Muslims 
in Bihac sign peace accord 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Bos- 
nian Serbs and the Muslim 
leader of Bihac in northwest 
Bosnia, Fikret Abdic. have 
signed a peace agreement, Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic said here Friday. 

“Half of the territory of the 
former Bosnia-Herzegovina is 
today at peace,” Mr. Milosevic 
said after a two-hour meeting 
with Mr. Abdic and Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
at the Serbian president’s resi- 
dence. 

“I hope that we will not have 
to wait too long for a just peace 
settlement in die whole of the 
former Bosnia.” Mr. Milosevic 
added. 

Mr. Abdic last month proc- 
laimed the Muslim enclave of 
Bihac in northwestern Bosnia 
an autonomous region, m open 
defiance of the Muslim Presi- 
dent of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Alija Izetbegovic. 

The Bihac rebellion, the first 
serious breach in the Muslim 
camp, has served further to 
weaken the position of Mr. 
Izetbegpvic, who continues to 
hold out against a plan for 
Bosnia's partition along ethnic 
lines. 

Mr. Milosevic and Mr. 
Karadzic last week said the last 
Geneva peace plan worked out 
by international mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg should be brought 
back for discussion. 


The Owen-Stoltenberg plan, 
which was approved by Bos-, 
nia's Serbs and Croats, has 
been rejected by Mr. Izetbego- 
vic. Mr. Abdic has backed the 
plan. 

Fighting between forces 
loyal to Mr. Izetbegovic and 
the Bihac rebels has left about 
a dozen people dead in Bosnia. 

Meanwhile an exchange of 
Bosnian Croat and Muslim 
prisoners in the southern town 
of Mostar was suspended after 
Red Cross convoys sent to 
evacuate them were prevented 
from moving through the 
town, the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) office in Sarajevo said 
Friday. 

About 150 prisoners were to 
have been taken out Thursday, 
already a day later than origi- 
nally scheduled. 

Negotiations to find a solu- 
tion are supposed to take place 
in the Croatian capital Zagreb 
Saturday, a Red Cross spokes- 
man said. 

The first phase of the Croat- 
Muslim swap in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina Tuesday saw 
1,081 prisoners freed. 

In Zagreb, a spokeswoman 
for the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees said a con- 
voy taking 75 tonnes of food 
and medicine, to the Muslim 
enclave of Magi a j -had been 
stopped 10 kilometres (six 


miles) short of its destination 
in Croat-held territory. 

UNHCR official Alemka 
Lisinski said demonstrators 
and members of the Croat 
HVO militia had stopped the 
trucks at Ozimica. The convoy 
left Zagreb Thursday and 
when just 20 kilometres (12 
miles) from Maglaj was halted 
by Serb forces at Teslic and 
forced to spend the night 
there. Lisinski said. . 

U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Bill Aikman re- 
ported here that the British 
military contingent at Gornji 
Vakuf in central Bosnia had to 
evacuate personnel from their 
base when -it got caught in 
crossfire Thursday. 

Croat forces opened up with 
artillery against Bosnian army 
lines, and tanks and infantry 
joined In a six-hour battle. The 
British evacuated 68 people, 
including civilian staff, un- 
armed U.N. observers and 
UNHCR workers, though the 
British soldiers stayed put. 
Col. Aikman said. 

He added that the fighting 
had made no major changes to 
the front line. 

In a separate development, 
the far-right opposition Radic- 
al Serbian Party (SRS) has 
presented a no-confidence mo- 
tion in parliament against the 
rump Yugoslav government, 
Tanjug News Agency said Fri- 


day. 

SRS leader Vojislav Seselj, a 
rival of Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, put forth the 
motion in the parliament of 
Serbia and Montenegro Thurs- 
day, Tanjug said. 

“The government has de- 
monstrated, at the highest 
levels, its inability to function, 
and could, if it continues in this 
manner, harm national and 
state interests," the motion 
read. 

Tanjug said the move by the 
SRS, which is also ultra- 
nationalist, was motivated 
mainly by an article in the 
Yugoslav constitution which 
prevents the president from 
dissolving the federal parlia- 
ment while censure motions 
are under, debate. 

Late last month the SRS, 
which is one of but not the 
main opposition party in Ser- 
bia, presented a motion of 
no-confidence against the Ser- 
bian government. After a stor- 
my but inconclusive debate on 
the motion, Mr. Milosevic 
reacted this past Wednesday 
by dissolving the Serbian par- 
liament, citing “paralysis of the 
decision-making process.” He 
also called parliamentary elec- 
tions in Serbia for Dec. 19. 

Serbia's main opposition 
party — the Serbian Renewal 
Movement led by the writer 
Vuk Draskovic — has said it 
will boycott the elections. 


Angolan city needs aid to stem starvation 


MENONGUE. Angola (R) — 
U.N. mercy frights have re- 
sumed to the Angolan city of 
Menongue where 5,000 people 
have died in a nine-month re- 
bel siege, but countless more 
could perish if the food aid 
stops. 

Aid workers say flights car- 
rying tonnes of medicine and 
food over the past two weeks 


have averted a disaster on the 
scale of Cuito, where 30,000 
have died so far from hunger, 
wounds and disease during a 
similar siege by UNTTA rebels. 

Military and church sources 
say Menongue is still sur- 
rounded and thousands more 
civilians could die if the -rebels 
tighten their grip and prevent 
the U.N. World Food Prog- 


ramme from flying in. 

“If the flights stop thousands 
will die. Menongue's future is 
uncertain. We are completely 
dependent on outside aid,” 
local Bishop Jose De Queiros 
Alves told Reuters. “There 
would have been a catastrophe 
if the aid flights had not re- 
sumed,” he added. “People 
here have no more food stocks, 


they cannot cultivate fields be- 
cause of land mines." 

He estimated at least 5,000 
people had died in the siege 
which began in January, cut- 
ting access to the town of 
100.000. Menongue is the 
capital and the only city of 
southern Cuando Cubango 
province still in government 
hands.' 


Haiti starts 
feeling the 
pinch of oil 
embargo 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) — 
Haiti’s last major gas retail#? 
ordered its pumps shut Friday 
to comply with a U.N.- 
imposed oil embargo aimed at 
forcing the military to let the 
country's exiled president re- 
turn. 

Prime Minister Robert Mal- 
val said he rejected a request 
by tbe armed forces to inter- 
vene. “We told the army it was 
none of the government’s busi- 
ness” because it does not own 
the gas, Mr. Malval told the 
Associated Press. 

Two of three foreign -owned 
oil companies — Shell and 
Esso — stopped distributing 
gasoline Thursday, and their 
gas stations were deserted Fri- 
day. The third company, Tex- 
aco, ordered its pumps shut 
Friday morning. 

Shell said it was respecting 
the embargo aimed at pressur- 
ing tbe military regime to let 
exiled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide return. Esso cited 
security threats to the company 

The immediate effect of the 
embargo was inconvenience. 
Long lines of cars snaked for 
more than a block at some gas 
stations Friday. 

But the shortage could grind 
down the economy, make life 
difficult for Haitians and ham- 
per operations of the country's 
notoriously repressive army 
and police. 

Soldiers carrying guns 
ordered a Texaco station that 
had shut down in the late 
afternoon to stay open. 

Texaco has also pledged to 
abide by the embargo, but it 
wasn't immediately clear if that 
meant it would cease sales of 
its existing supplies at all of its 
stations in Haiti. 

Mr. Malval, speaking this 
morning on NBC's Today 
show from Port-Au-Prince, 
said talks with the army on 
breaking the stalemate could 
show some results within two 
or three days. 

“I know that the sanctions 
carry a heavy burden for all of 
us here. But the message be- 
hind the sanctions is that we 
will not back away. We must 
be on the way to democracy," 
Mr. Malval said. 

When asked whether he 
feared for his life. Mr. Malval 
said, “we all have our life on 
the line. We know we have a 
job to do.” 

On Thursday, prominent 
Aristide supporter Samuel 
Milord, a congressman, was 
reported missing. His family 
told Radio Tropic FM he was 
kidnapped, but the president 
of the lower chamber of parlia- 
ment. Antoine Joseph, said 
Mr. Milord was in hiding be- 
caused of death threats. 


Clinton admits trouble 
with foreign policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has admitted 
he has had trouble with foreign 
pqlicy but said the post-cold 
war era presents problems as 
challenging as those faced in 
the aftermath of World Warn. 

“In this struggle to find our 
way in the world, there are 
those who have said, well. I- 
haven't done everything right, 
and to that I plead guilty," Mr. 
Clinton told a Democratic fun- 
draiser. 

“But l it tell you one thing, 
in this administration we show 
up for work every day with our 
sleeves rolled up, and with the 
determination to face the chal- 
lenges before us,” he said. 

• Mr. Ointon and his foreign 
policy team of Secretary of 
■ State Warren Christopher and 


Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
have faced withering criticism 
in recent weeks over U.S. poli- 
cies for Somalia, Haiti and 
Bosnia. 

The problems in Somalia 
and Haiti have raised doubts 
about whether Mr. CHn'tofl will 
be able to follow through on a 
pledge to contribute 25,000 
troops to an international 
peacekeeping mission in Bos- 
nia. 

Many members of Congress, 
including some from his own 
Democratic Party, have ex- 
pressed serious doubts about 
Mr. Clinton's stewardship of 
U.S. foreign policy, and the 
president this week fended off 
a challenge from Senate Re- 
publican leader Bob Dole to 
restrict his military options in 
Haiti. 


New NATO chief urges 
closer ties with East 

he was confident that the Jan. 
10 NATO summit in Brussels 
would approve the idea “with 
the realisation this is some- 
thing worth paying for.” 

On prospects for raising a 
50,000-strong NATO force to 
implement an eventual peace 
plan in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Gen. Joulwan said it would 
have to have a clear mandate 
and objectives. , 

Gen. Shalikashvili acknow- 
ledged that nations were hesi- 
tant to contribute to the force, 
which is supposed to comprise 
up to 25,000 Americans. 

But he said they would be 
more willing to step forward 
once they had evidence that a 
peace plan was signed an re- 
spected — on the local as well 
as national levels. 

Gen. Shalikashvili also 
moved to reassure Washing- 
ton's European partners that 
the United States would retain 
a strong presence on the conti- 
nent despite plans to slim down 
its forces. 

He said tbe Clinton adminis- 
tration was “clear about the 
importance of retaining a 
strong forward presence in 
Europe. I will do my very best 
to ensure that there are combat 
ready and supported forces sta- 
tioned in Europe." 

Both generals agreed on the 
need for a large NATO role for 
France, which dropped out of 
the alliance's integrated milit- 
ary command in 1966. 

Gen. Shalikashvili wel- 
comed French moves to help 
the alliance partners enforce a 
no-fly zone over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and patrol the 
Adriatic Sea to enforce an 
embargo on the Serbs. 

“I am very hopeful that as 
we move ahead this rela- 
tionship will only get stronger 
and I would applaud the day 
when we would be able to have 
France as a foil member of the 
military structure,” he said. 


MONS, Belgium (AFP) — 
U.S. General George Joulwan 
took over Friday as supreme 
commander of NATO forces 
and called for closer coopera- 
tion with the alliance's former 
Eastern Bloc enemies. 

Gen. Joulwan. formerly 
commander of the U.S. South- 
ern Command in Panama, re- 
placed Gen. John Shalikash- 
vili, who stepped down after 16 
months here to become chair- 
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

The new allied chief told a 
news conference at NATO 
military headquarters that it 
was essential for the 16- 
member North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) to reach 
the eastward. 

But Gen. Joulwan, 53, sides- 
tepped questions on NATO 
membership for former Soviet 
satellites and the sticky ques- 
tion of security guarantees. 

“The actual timetable for all 
of that still needs to be de- 
rided,” he said. “But what we 
need is a community of stable 
and prosperous nations work- 
ing in concert with one another 
for true stability and security 
throughout all of Europe." 

Gen. Shaiikashviti, 57, said 
enlargement of the 16-member 
alliance, formed in 1949 as a 
bulwark against the Soviet 
threat, “was not a question of 
whether but a question of 
when.” 

He hailed a U.S. plan pre- 
sented to NATO defence 
ministers this week for a series 
of partnership agreements be- 
tween the alliance and other 
European states as a precondi- 
tion but no guarantee of mem- 
bership. 

The plan provides for 
beefed-up cooperation in 
peacekeeping planning, train- 
ing and other activities and 
would require a large outlay of 
NATO resources. 

But Gen. Shalikashvili said 


Burundi 
president 
<illed in 
coup 

NAIROBI (AFP) i — Burundi’s 
President Melchior Ndadaye 
has been killed by army rebels 
wbo staged a coup in Bujum- 
bura, Burundi Health Minister 
Jean Mlnani confirmed Friday. 

“The dictators killed Nda- 
daye,” Mr. Minani, who was in 
the neighbouring Rwandan 
capital or Kigali when the coup 
was launched Thursday, told 
Rw andan Radio 
“He said his information 
came from B’lrundi, though he 
gave no other immediate de- 
tails. Mr. Minani also said 
several senior officials in Mr. 
Ndadaye’s regime had fled to 
Rwanda. 

“The whole world knows 
that they killed him in cold 
blood, as well as the speaker of 
^parliament and many other 
^Seteocratically elected leaders 
of Burundi,” he said. 

Rwanda Radio reported 
Thursday that Mr. Ndadaye 
had been executed, along with 
the interior minister and secur- 
ity chief. 

Earlier Radio Burundi said 
the coup-makers had installed 
a Committee of National 
Salvation led by Francois 
Ngeze, the interior minister in' 
the government of ex- 
President Pierre Buyoya. 



FELLINI IN COMA: Italian film director Thursday. Fdlini suffered aheart attack on OcL 
Frcderko FdHni. 73, remains on a life support 17. A medical buUetin said the director had 
system at the Umberto Prirao Hospital in Rome suffered irreversible brain d am a g e (AFP photo) 


Georgia forces recapture Samtredia 


TBILISI (R) — The Georgian 
Defence Ministry said its 
troops recaptured the western 
town of Samtredia Friday, 
driving out ex-President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia’s rebels. 

A ministry spokesman said 
by telephone that rebels had 
moved out of Samtredia, a 
crucial road and rail junction, 
towards the western town of 
Abasha. 

Interior Ministry chief 
spokesman Valerian Gogo- 
lashvili earlier said fighting was 
continuing in the town and the 
centre had been taken by gov- 
ernment loyalists. 

Georgian officials say gov- 
ernment forces have mounted 
a counterattack against tbe re- 
bels, bnt details of the fighting 
are confused. 

Mr. Gogolasbvili said Tues- 
day that government forces 
had captured three towns, in- 
cluding the crucial poit of Poti, 
but the report proved to be 
untrue. 

On Friday he said the rebels 
— who say they control most 
of western Georgia' — had 
seized the south-western town 
of Ozurgeti overnight without 
a shot being fired. 

Georgian radio, monitored 
the British Broadcasting 
rpocatiou, 'said . the • 


& 


gunmen had taken the town in 
contravention of an agreement 
that government troops would 
leave the region provided the 
rebels stayed away. 

“Although there was no 
movement of government 
forces in the district yesterday 
and no combat operations took 
place, (the) illegal units 
violated the agreement and 
treacherously entered the town 
which was practically defence- 
less,” 'the radio- said. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia's men 
have scored a series of military 
successes against government 
forces loyal to Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze, already 
battered and demoralised by 
the loss of tiie western Abkha- 
zia province to separatists. 

The rebels have 
approached uncomfortably 
close to Georgia’s second city 
of Kutaisi, prompting a desper- 
ate appeal for Russian military 
help from Mr. Shevardnadze. 

Although Moscow declined 
to intervene militarily, it has 
committed soldiers to ensure 
the security of the main rail 
and road links across Georgia. 

A spokesman - ^ The RnsT 
si an forces in Georgia Friday 
confirmed plans hid begun for 
deployment of forces to pro- 


tect the rail link between Tbil- 
isi and Poti. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia said 
Thursday the Russian decision 
represented interference in 
Georgia's' affairs. 

Two Western diplomats in 
the capital Tbilisi said Geor- 
gian sources told them Russia 
bad given the Georgian milit- 
ary approximately 50 items of 
heavy equipment, mclnding 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers. 

-The Georgian Defence 
Ministry said Thursday dozens 
of soldiers had died in dashes 
between government and rebel 
troops in the previous 24 
hours. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has sent Mr. Shevardnadze a 
letter pledging lids support and 
saying America would sent 
more humanitarian aid. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia, Geor- 
gia’s first democratically- 
elected president, was toppled 
in a military revolt in January 
1992 by opp on ents who ac- 
cused him of trying to establish 
a dictatorship. 

When Mr. Shevardnadze 
was holed up in Abkhazia last 
month, Mr. Gamsakhurdia 
took advantage of his foe’s 
predicament to return from ex- 
ile. ■ ■ ■ 


Yeltsin moves to restore central power 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
top aide of President Boris 
Yeltsin said Friday references 
to the sovereignty of Russia’s 
constituent republics had been 
removed from a revised draft 
constitution, according to In- 
terfax News Agency. 

The move appeared to be 
aimed at reasserting Moscow's 
authority over the provinces 
and dampening the influence 
of ethnic groups pressing for 
stronger powers, especially in 
the wealthier etimic-based re- 
publics, such as Tatarstan. 

It seemed certain to infuriate 
leaders of some semi- 
autonomous republics. 

Interfax quoted Mr. Yelt- 
sin's administration chief 
Sergei Filatov as saying reten- 
tion of the reference to 
sovereignty could have “un- 
predictable consequences” — 
a reference to fears tbe unity of 
the Russian Federation could 
be at stake. 

The move could bring to a 
head a simmering conflict be- 
tween Moscow and the Tatar 
capital, Kazan. 

Tatarstan, an oil-rich repub- 


lic in the Volga River basin, 
has declared sove reignt y, 
adopted its own constitution 
and assumed sweeping control 
over budgetary affairs and fi- 
nance. 

Tatarstan assumed the pow- 
ers during a long conflict be- 
tween Mr. Yeltsin and parlia- 
ment that weakened Moscow’s 
control over tbe regions. They 
may now be forced either to 
renounce the sovereignty they 
claim or dedans some form of 
independence. 

References to sovereignty 
were indude in a presidential 
draft of the constitution tenta- 
tively approved in the summer. 
But after the crushing of a 
hardline uprising this month, 
Mr. Yeltsin's administration 
declared the text would be 
revised larg^Jv according to the 
president’siKas. 

Meanwhile, U.S. ■ Secretaiy 
of State Warren Christopher 
said Friday that “antique leg- 
islation” describing Russia as a 
Communist country could be 
eliminated from U.S. laws by 
the end of this year. 

Mr. Christopher said Rus- 


sian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin raised the ques- 
tion of the cold war-era lan- 
guage in American laws during 
a one-hcuir meeting, and Mr. 
Christopher said there was 
“broad legislation pending” in 
Congress to excise the offend- 
ing language. 

“The prime minister raised 
with me the question about the 
antique legislation that we 
have on our books designating 
Russia as a Communist coun- 
try,” Mr. Christopher told re- 
porters after the meeting. 

He said be had “high hopes” 
that this language could be 
removed “by the end of this 
session of Congress, that is, 
before the end of this year.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
is expected to visit Moscow A 
January for a summit with Mfc 
Yeltsin, a U.S. official said 
Friday. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, gave 
no precise date for the summit, 
but said it was expected after a 
NATO meeting in Brussels on 
Jan. 10-11. 



Japan to check effect of Russian nuclear dumping 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan, 
fearful of possible contamina- 
tion of its coastal waters, said 
Friday it would independently 
investigate the effects of Rus- 
sia's nuclear waste dumping at 
sea. 

Science and Technology 
Agency chief Satsuki Eda toid 
parliament Tokyo had decided 
to launch its own investigation. 

Mr. Eda gave no details but 
government officials said 
Japan would send several sur- 
vey ships to the waters near the 
dump site in the Sea of Japan. 

“We will co Ilea samples of 
water, fish and plankton for 
radiological analysis.” one 
agency official said. 

Russian tankers dumped 900 
cubic metres (32,000 cubic 
feet) of low-level waste some 
550 kilometres off the 
Japanese coast last Sunday, 
sparking widespread concern 
about the possible contamina- 
tion of fish and other marine 
life. 

Despite the howls of a pro- 
test, Moscow initially insisted 
it would go ahead and dump a 
second load of 800 cubic 
metres (28,000 cubic feet) a 
few days later. 

Finally Thursday. Russia 
backed down and announced it 
would not ditch more nuclear 
waste in the Sea ot Japan. 

Russia and Japan signed an 


agreement just last week, dur- 
ing President Boris Yeltsin's 
visit to Tokyo, to work to end 
nuclear contamination of tbe 
world's oceans. 

The agreement called for 
joint investigation into radia- 
tion levels in the Sea of Japan, 
a site for nuclear dumping by 
the Soviet Union since 1966. 

Japanese Environment 
Agency chief Wakako Hirona- 
ka said Friday she was prepar- 
ing to send a letter to Moscow 
asking Russia not to dump 
radioactive waste into the sea. 

Ms. Hironaka toid a press 
conference that while she wel- 
comed Russia's recent decision 
to refrain from dumping a 
second load of nuclear waste 
into the Sea of Japan, she was 
still “preparing to send a letter 
to the Russian side” to calLon 
Moscow to abide by the Lon- 
don convention governing nuc- 
lear waste disposal. 

Russian Environment Minis- 
ter Viktor. Danilov-Danilyan 
announced Thursday Mos- 
cow's decision to halt plans to 
dump a second load of radioac- 
tive nuclear waste* after art 
initial disposal operation Sun- 
day in the Sea of Japan 
sparked a storm of internation- 
al protest. ' 

Japan’s Chief Cabinet 

Secretary Masayoshi Take- 


mora said earlier Thursday 
Japan welcomed Russia’s 
“political decision" to halt the 
.dumping. 

' North Korea scolded the 
Russian government Friday for 
joining in international 
“slandering" of its nuclear 
policies and advised Moscow 
to concentrate on putting its 
own n ud ear house in order. 

A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment issued by the offida! Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored in Tokyo, 
took exception to statements 
made in Tokyo last week by 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin and Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev. 

A Russo-Japanese declara- 
tion issued at the end of their 
visit voiced extreme concern 
over North Korea's suspected 
nuclear weapons programme 
and called on the hardline Sta- 
linist state to dispel all doubts 
about its intentions. Pyon- 
gyang insists it has no nuclear 
arms plans. 

The declaration concluded 
by strongly urging North 
Korea to reverse its decision, 
taken last March -and since 
■suspended, to leave the nuc- 
lear arms non-proliferation 
treaty (NPT) in protest against 
international efforts to impose 
inspections of its suspected 


nuclear sites. 

“The Russian foreign minis- 
ter ...repeating the words of 
the Japanese side, cried that 
Russia would not allow any 
state to withdraw from the 
nuclear non-proliferation sys- 
tem,” Friday's North Korean 
statement said. 

"Nobody had given die Rus- 
sian foreign minister the right 
to allow or not allow any inde- 
pendent. state to withdraw 
from an international treaty or 
agreement it continued. 

“Russia would be well 
advised to mind its own busi- 
ness,” the statement said. 

Moreover, it is ridiculous 
of the Russian Federation to 
talk about the 'nuclear prob- . 
lem’ of the DPRK (Democra- 
tic People's Republic of Korea, 
North Korea's formal name) 
while failing to properly con- 
trol the nudear weapons of the 
former Soviet Union. 

The North Korean Foreign 
Ministry statement said Mos- 
cow bad recently become the 
target of strong protest and 
denunciation by coastal coun- 
tries in the Far East for “a 
random dumping of nuclear 
wastes in the East Sea of Korea 
(Sea of Japan).” 

It added: “For it to talk this 
or. that about the 'nuclear 
problem' of the DPRK is unbe- 
coming..." 


Axl Rose and Ian 
settle lawsuit 

ST. LOUIS ( AP) — A fan Wbo 
claims rocker Axl Rose attack- * 
ed mid injured trim during a 
concert accepted an ouHrf* 
court settlement and got an 
autograph, too. A jury bad \ 
deliberated about three hours 
before the settlement was ... 
announced. Terns were not 
released. William “Stump” 
Stephenson, 28, of St. Lotus; - 
had sought at lease $210,QQ0fa 
damages for back and. par in- - , 
juries, lost wages and medical 
bilk he said were incurred 
when tbe singer jumped off a - ;<i 
stage during a 1991 concert] 

The concert at Riverport — 
Amphitheatre in-suburban Sl 
gxnm ended in a riot in wHdi 
Sbout 65 people were hurtJ 
(lose is tbe lead singer of the; 
band Guns N’Roses, whose 
hits include Sweet Quid 0^ 

Mine and November Rain: 
Rose, 31, said he “felt peat”, 
about the settlement. Mr: 
'Stephenson said he was. 
pleased with tbe outcome, too. 

“It’s over and I want to get on . 
with my life,” said Mr. ^ - 
Stephenson, wbo got Rose to 4 .. 
sign bis scrapbook. Rose's 
lawyer, AUen Boston, fold the 
jury Rose leaped off the gage , 
to snatch a camera away front 
Mr. Stephenson. Cameras are; 
not allowed at Riverport, arid 
Rose testified he was afraid 
Stephenson would sell the pic- 
tures to a tabloid. But Mr. 
Stepheuson's attorney, Mark; 
Bronson, said others wane as-* 
ing cameras and Rose singled 
out Mr. Stephenson. After the 
scuffle with fans. Rose, re- 
turned briefly to the stage and 
criticised Riverport security 
before storming off. ending the 
conceit and touching off the 
riot. Mr. Stephenson's was the 
first of about 20 lawsuits filed 
against Rose. 

Michael Jackson 
postpones Chile 
concert 

SANTIAGO (R) — Pop su- 
perstar Michael Jackson post- 
poned the first of two shows in 
Chile just hours before be was 
due to go on stage Thursday, 
saying he had strained his 
back. Jackson's personal doc- 
tor, David Forecast, told a 
news conference the singer had 
pulled a muscle in his lower 
back and that the injury left 
him short of breath. After a 
check-up Thursday afternoon. 

Dr. Forecast said he and Jack- 
son decided the star could not 
go ahead with his exhausting, 
show. “If Michael was a pen* 
former who sat on a chair and ■ 
played a guitar, the concert ’.^ 
could go ahead... (but) it's a .*P 
two-hour action-packed show 
and he's moving all the time,” 

Dr. Forecast said. Organisers 
earlier said Jackson had com- ' 
plained of stomach problems. 
Organisers denied rumours the 
concert was postponed out of 
security concerns due to a 
fierce shootout between police - 
and leftist guerrillas barely a- /. 
mile (two kins) from Jackson's 
betel Thursday afternoon. At 
least eight people were killed 
in the gun battle, police said. 
Jackson was not even aware of 
the gun battle, concert organis- 
ers said. Saturday's concert was 
expected to go ahead as sche- 
duled and the postponed show 
would be held next week, orga- 4 
• risers said. ' * 

Britain launches 
national lottery, 
promises bonanza ; 

LONDON (R) — Britain! 
joined the rest of Western; 
(Europe Friday by launching a; 
National Lottery, promising 'al 
flutter for the punter and.a^ 
bonanza for good causes. Peter 4 
Brooke, the National Heritage- 
Secretary, said the lottery^ 
would have prize money ofc 
about £14 million ($21 million): 
a week when it starts m toe- 
1994 or early 1995. Ticket sale*: 
could uritiaiiy reach £1J> bilfiob: 
($2.25 billion) a year, leaving: 
some £75 million ($112 mil-; 
lion) to distribute to charities,- 
the arts, sport, the upkeep of! 
Britain's heritage and a fund to; 
celebrate the year 2000. Other; 
estimates put annual ticket- 
sales as high as £4 billion 
billion). Until Friday, 

Queen Elizabeth formally gave- 
her assent to a bill establis&ng- 
the lottery, BritaafT was tbel- 
only country in Western: 
Europe withbut.a tottery; Mr,- 
Brooke told a news confer-- 
ence- Even Albania had one;; 
he said. “In the coming years 
toe National Lottery will chan- 
nel hundreds of millions of 
pounds into good causes, en- 
riching the quality of our com- 
munal Ufe at the same time as 
rt .enriches those lucky people 
who will become millionaires,” 

Mr. Brooke said. Former Con- 
servative Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher always opposed 
a National Lottery as an bn- 
moral invitation to weak-wffled 
people to squander their 
money. But Mr. $rooke said 
tnat research showed lotteries 
were not addictive if they wCte 
Properly run. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Atletlco Madrid coach quits 

MADRID (AFP) — Brazilian coach Jair Pereira is leaving 
Atletico Madrid; the dub announced Friday, ending weeks of 
speculation. Pereira, who has failed to establish a good 
rapport with the players or to deliver results on the pitch, will 
be replaced temporarily, be his Argentine deputy “Cacho" 
Heredia. Heredia bad been the team's coach at the end of last 
season, following the sacking of Luis Aragones and another. 
Argentine Omar Pastoriza. Oub President Jesus Gil Y Gil has 
openly admitted recently that he made a mistake by recruiting 
Pereira. He is now looking for his 15th coach in seven years for 
the midtable dub. 

Rusedski beats Gustafsson at Salem Open 

PEKING (AP) — Greg Rusedski blasted 21 aces to upset 
second-seeded Magnus Gustafsson Friday in the quarterfinals 
of the Salem Open. “The difference is all mental,” said 
Rusedski, ranked 71st in the world, who defeated the 
19th-ranked Swede 7-5, 4-6, (7-2). “I can play the big points 
well now.” The win added to a series of upsets Rusedski pulled 
last week when be reached the semifinals of the Seiko Super 
Tennis Tournament in Tokyo, where he beat Wayne Ferreira, 
Richard Krajicek and Michael Chang. Chang, ranked No. 7 in 
the world, is seeded first at the Salem Open, China's first ATP 
professional tournament. Rusedski, a 20-year-old Canadian 
who lives in London, attributed his new-found strength to h is 
work with sports psychologist Wayne Hailiwli. “I think it's 
because I believe in myself more now. I've been watching 
tapes of the top guys playing big points,” he said. In another 
singles quarterfinal, fourth-seeded Brad Gilbert of San Rafael. 
Calif., beat sixth-seeded Jonas Sevensson of Sweden. 4-6. 7-5, 


Hieysel to be renovated, renamed 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Football is set to return to the Heysei 
Stadium where 39 mainly Italian fans lost their their lives 
before the 1985 European Cup final. The Belgian cabinet gave 
the go-ahead Friday for renovation work to start on the 
stadium in September 1994. Heysei, which will be renamed the 
■King Baudomn Stadium after the Belgian monarch who died 
.in July, has been off-limits to football since the fateful May 25 
final between Juventus and Liverpool. Liverpool fans charged 
the Italians on the terraces, causing a crush which was then 
compounded by a wall collapsing. The new ground will be a 
covered 40,000 all-seater, conforming to the new safety 
regulations required by the European Football Union 
(UEFA). It should be completed in July 1995 and officially 


Phillies stay alive 
with. 2-0 win over Jays 


Iraq wins soccer battle with Iran 


opened in August with an international friendly between 
Belgium and Germany. The inauguration will also coincide 
with the centenary of the Belgian Football Union. Hie 


revamped stadium, estimated to cost $20 million, is seen here 
as the centrepiece of a joint Belgian/Dutch bid to host the 
European Championship finals in 2000. It will only be used for , 
internationals, and not Belgian League matches. 
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DUAL TASKS PROVE IMPOSSIBLE 


Ztoth vulnerable.. West daals^.' : 
NORTH .n ! 

- # S 2\ . • •*'- ■ 

V 10 6 " 

0 K Q J 6 3 
*A K 54 
HEST EAST 


WEST 

* K Q J 6 *10 7 64 

? A 6 3 \? 4 2 

» 2 V A 10 8 5 

4QJBS *763 

SOUTH 
* A 9 8 
7KQJ987 
0 74 
*10 2 
The bidding: - 

West North East Sooth 

1 * 10“ Pass 2 7 

Pass 4 7 Pass Pass 

Paas 

Opening: lead: King or * 

If we were asked for the one Gold- 
en Rule of bridge, we would opt for: 
“Plan your campaign before playing 
to the first trick!” This bolds true 
for both declarer and the defenders. 

South’s jump response to North's 
overeall shows a near opening bid 
with a good six-card suit Thus, 
North could cany on to game with 
only two-card support, but a good 
band. 


West lad the king of spades. Al-_ 
though the only immediate losers 
are a trick in each suit except dubs,' 

there is the matter of how to take 
care of the third specie in hand. 

Suppoae declarer were to grab the 
ace of spades and return a spade, 
planning to ruff the third spade as 
soon aa possible. West would win 
and play the ace and another heart 
and. on winning the ace of dia- 
monds. the defenders would be able 
to cash another spade for down one. 
Better is to lead a diamond at trick 
two. but that ought run into other 
problems- 

Best is simply to allow the king of 
spades to hold the first trick. Now 
the defenders must try to accom- 
plish two things at once— set up an- 
other spade winner Car themselves 
and draw dummy’s trumps. 

If the defenders clear two rounds 
of trumps, declarer can drew the last 
trump and force out the ace of dia- 
monds, while the ace of spades is 
still in the South hand to control the 
suit. A spade wQl then go away on a 
high diamond. And if -West perse- 
veres with a sputa, declarer simply 
ruffs a spade, drives out the master 
trump and coasts home. 



ANNOUNCES THAT CROSS - COUNTRY 
RIDING WILL START FROM GHOR KBEXD 
OPPOSITE H.E. SAMIER KAWAR’S FARM . 
THE CROSS - COUNTRY WILL START ON 
FRIDAY 29/10/93 AT 9rf)0 A.M. AND EVERY 
FRIDAY THEREAFTER ACCOMPANIED BY 
twqtp t Trrnp c 

THE RIDE WILL BEGIN FROM THE STUD , 
ACROSS THE HILL AND RAVINES AND 
STREAMS AND END UP AT THE HILLS 
OVERLOOKING THE JORDAN VALLEY . 

BAGS FOR PROVISIONS WILL BE PROVIDED. 
GUESTS ARE URGED TO BRING ONLY 
SANDWICHES AND SOFT DRINKS. HEAVY 
ATTIRE IS REQUIRED AND PROPER RIDING 
GEAR IS A MUST. THE EXCURSION WILL BE 5 
HOURS ROUND TRIP. 


, . mam 


PHILADELPHIA — Can 
Schilling pitched a masterful' 
complete-game shutout as the 
Philadelphia Phillies stayed 
alive in the World series with a 
2-0 victory over the Toronto 
Blue Jays. 

The loss cut the defending 
champion Bine Jays’ lead in 
the best-of-seven series to 3-2 
heading back to Toronto for 
game six Saturday and, if 
necessary, g sme seven Sunday. 

Schilling, who was the loser 
of game one, scattered five hits 
and struck out five while walk- 
ing three as he faced just six 
batters above the minimum, 
getting the benefit of two dou- 
ble plays. 

Toronto starter Juan Guz- 
man was nearly as good, yield- 
ing just two runs, one earned, 
on five hits over seven innings. 
Danny Cbx pitched one score- 
less miring, walking two but 
then striking out three in a 
row. 

“We played a great solid 
game in the field today,” said 
Schilling, raising the memory 
of game four's mid and woolly 
play. 

“The fans were outstanding, 
getting on their feet everytime 
we needed a big out. We made 
the plays when we had to make 
'them tonight.” 

The Phillies, seeking just 
their second World Series title 
in five appearances starting in 
1915 and their first since 1980, 
bounced back from a devastat- 
ing 15-14 loss Wednesday in 
which they had carried a five- 
run lead into the eighth inning. 

Asked if he was surprised at 
die P hillies * resilience. Toronto 
manager .CSto Gaston said: 
“No, -they have the same type 
of players as we have. They are 
like you call m baseball a 
bunch of gamers. They're not 
going to emit, they go out there 


to win.~ 

Philadelphia manager Jim 
Fregosi said his team had 
. bounced back from ugly out- 
ings many times before: “We 
played a lot of games like last 
night's game. This club is a 
tough club.” 

. Terry Mulholland, winner of 
game two, was scheduled to 
start for Philadelphia Saturday 
against Toronto’s Dave Ste- 
wart, who has a three-game. 
World Series losing streak in- 
cluding game two. 

John Kruk and rookie short- 
stop Kevin Stocker — the only 
two Philadelphia starters not to 
get hits in Wednesday’s 32-bit 
gam* — knocked in Thurs- 
day's only runs. 

In the first inning. Lenny 
Dykstra walked, stole second 
and advanced to third on 
catcher Pat Borders’ throw 
into centre field. He came 
home on Kruk’s infield 
ground-out. 

“ After last night's game, 
who would have thought that a 
ground ball to second would 
win the game?” Kruk said. 

In the second, Darren Daul- 
ton led off with a double to the 
centre-' field wall _apd came 
home- on Stocker's"" double 
down the first base line to 
make it 2-0. 

Asked what he felt getting 
the RBI, Stocker said: “Relief, 
I guess. It felt really good. 

Kruk had a vivid memory of 
the night before: “Like a kick 
to the testicles — hard. Not 
your typical one-run game,” he 
said. - 

But he pointed out that the 
Phillies had come back from 
debacles against Atlanta in the 
National League Cham- 
pionship series. “Against the 
Braves we got blown out twice 
and came back and won three 
in a row,” Kruk said. 


Olympic skating champ 
has a long way to go 


DALLAS (AP) — As far as 
he’s come already, Brian 
Boitano's performance Thurs- 
day night in Skate America 
made it clear he has a long way 
to go. 

Boitm^o, certainly knows, that 
and isn’t, being .misled by 
finishing ^ ’ first ' m^'tiie "technical 
programme of the first signifi- 
cant international event of the 
figure skating season. 

The 1988 Olympic cham- 
pion, who had his Olympic 
eligibility reinstated to pursue 
another gold medal at Lille- 
hammer, Norway in February, 
was good enough. But be 
wasn't great, certainly not 
Olympian. 

Still, Boitano's sharp spins 
and strong triple axel-double 
toe loop combination gave him 
first place with five of the 
seven judges. It didn't matter 
much that the four-time U.S. 
champion stepped out of his 
triple lutz or that he had a 
shaky landing on his double 
axel. 

“I’m encouraged," Boitano 
said. "Once I was out there, it 
was sort of like the pro-ams. I 
think all the hype before for 
me put more pressure on for 
this. I think all the hype before 
for me put more pressure on 
for this. I drink this will prob- 
ably be one of the moist diffi- 
cult competitions for me this 
year.” 

Boitano, who turned 30 Fri- 
day, didn’t look comfortable 
until he hit the combination. 

“I think the triple lutz was 
the first one I've missed in 
years,” be said, noting that he 
went over an ice chunk just' 
before attempting the opening 
jump.. “After the triple axel, I 
was haring fun. I'm really 
proud of myself after maJdng a 
mistake on what I know is my. 



WANTED 

ARABIC INSTRUCTOR 

To teach Arabic to foreigners. Must speak fluent 
English and have prior experience in te ac hin g 
Arabic to foreigners. Interested candidates 
should send their Curricahim vitae to the 
Personnel section/Training, PO Box 927115, 
Amman. 


.DOHA ( AP) — Iraq beat tra- 
ditional foe Iran 2-1 in a World 
Cup soccer qualification game 
Friday, unleashing a frenzy of 
joy from Iraai fans who re- 
leased half a dozen doves and 
waved pictures of Saddam 
Hussein. 

All the goals came in the 
first half. Iraq scoring on the 
19th and 37th minute. Iran's 
only goal was scored on the 
21st minute. 

The game was marked by 
rough soccer. Iraq collected, 
four yellow cards and one red 
card and Iran two yellow cards 
and one red card. 

Just before the match, Iraqi 
players under pressure to qual- * 
ify and travel to the U.S. for 
the 1994 World Cup passed by 
a photograph of a praying Sad- 
dam. 

The Iranian players put their 
palms on a Holy Koran and 
shouted "Ya-Ali," after the 
first Imam of their Shi'ite Mus- 
lim sect. 

The antipathy Iraq and Iran 
have harboured for each other 
since the 1980-88 Gulf War 
that left I million people killed 
or wounded, and the lock of 
soccer discipline for which 
their teams are notorious, 
prompted the Qataris to step 
up security to prevent the rival- 
ry from spilling over to the 
audience. 

Also, expatriates from both . 


nations were warned that any 
soccer-related violence would 
result in the termination of 
their work contracts and de- 
portation. 

Police sniffer dogs were 
brought to the 40.000-seat 
Khalifa Stadium in trucks to 
help search for any hidden 
weapons or explosives before 
the match. They were kept 
locked up until the Iran-Iraq 
game was over. 

Iraq missed its first oppor- 
tunity to score in the ninth 
minute, when Laith Hussein's 
shot from 15 metres went over 
the goalpost. Six minutes later 
Iraq's Saad Benyamin failed to 
keep the ball under control 
inside the Iranian penalty box 
and fumbled. 

The first Iraqi goal came on 
the 19th minute from superb 
ball control by Ahmad Radhi. 1 
who beat two Iranian defen- 
ders and the goalkeeper and 
flicked the ball in the nets. 

The Iranians mounted a 
quick counterattack and on the 
21st minute Ali Dai scored the 
equaliser. 

On the 33rd minute. Iran's 
Laith Hussein missed one of 
the easiest chances to score. 
He failed to beat Iraqi goal- 
keeper Saad Ibrahim from five 
metres. 

Iraq went ahead on the 37th 
minute when Alla Jebur scored 
on a powerful shot from the 


left flank. 

Iran suffered a severe blow 
and was down to 1(1 players* 
when Javed Zarine’cheh, 
already under caution, was 
booked for obstructing an Iraqi 
player. He had (o leave the 
field. 

At half-time Iraq led 2-1. 

On the 62nd minute of play. 
Iraq was also down to 10 play- 
ers when Romanian referee 
Ion Craciunescu expelled 
Iraq's Habib Jaffar for danger- 
ous play. 

The two countries last play- 
ed in Kuwait in 1989, ending in 
a 0-0 draw. 

Friday's soccer encounter 
was crucial for Iraq. 

A defeat would have nearly 
fnnrwt th*m out of the six- 


nation tournament anil shat- 
tered Iraq's dream for hs team 
to play in the U rilled States. 

Iranian coach At) Pan in said 
he thought Zurine-.'fteh's hook- 
ings "were a bit fu h t." But he 
added: "! thought il *t*ll a 
good game." 

Iraqi coach Ahmad Baba 
Dawood said “there was no 
intentional frictfon between 
the teams.” 

When asked ubCU 1 l ru H > de- 
clared intention to get to 
America to undofgum? the in- 
ternational embargo, he said: 
“All six teams here are under 
political pressure to qualify. I 
am very happy today because I 
have fulfilled people's expecta- 
tions." 


Karpov wins 16th game 
against Timman 


JAKARTA (R) — Anatoly 
Karpov of Russia defeated Jan 
Timman of me Netherlands jn 
the 16th game of the official 
World Chess Championship 
Friday after 59 .moves ana 
seven hours' play. 

Karpov has now won three 
consecutive games, and holds a 
lead of 10.5 points to 5.5 in the 
match. The next game will be 
played Saturday with Timman 
haring the whire pieces, the 


Prost takes provisional pole in Japan 


most consistent jump, the tri- 
ple lutz, then for me to hit the 
least consistent, the triple axel, 
it shows I’m mentally strong.” 

Alexei Urmanov of Russia, 
a bronze medalist in this year's 
World Championships. , was 
second in the tedihical prog- 
tfSmme,”' worth onefthira of 
the total score. Urmanov’s 
routine was dean, crisp and his 
jumps and footwork were fine. 
He got first-place votes from 
the other two judges. 

Viktor Petrenko, the 1992 
Olympic champion who, like 
Boitano, is back from the pro- 
fessional ranks, hit a mon- 
strous triple axel-double toe 
loop combination. His smooth 
■footwork was reminiscent of 
his performance at Albertville,' 
-and Petrenko seemed more re- 
laxed on ice than did Boitano.* 

But he messed up his triple 
lutz, landing on two feet and 
then stumbling, and that was. 
enough to sink him to third 
heading into Saturday's- free 
skate. 

Two-time U.S. champion 
Todd Eldredge, who has strug- 
gle since winning his second 
American title in 1991 and 
finishing third in the worlds, 
continued to have problems. 
Skating first. Elderedge im- 
mediately went down on bis 
triple axel and didn't do a 
combination. He wound up 
fifth. 

In ice dance, Sophie Moniot- 
te and Pascal Lavancy of 
France added victory in the 
original dance to their first- 
place finish in the compulsor- 
ies. Heading into Saturday's 
free dance — worth 50 per cent 
- — they lead Katerina Mrazova' 
and Martin Simecek of the 
Czech Republic. U.S. cham- 
pions Renee Roca and Gorsha- 
Sur moved up to third. 


SUZUKA. Japan (Agencies) 

— Frenchman Alain Prost 
moved a step closer to his 
elusive first victory in the 
Japanese Grand Pnx Friday 
when -he claimed the provision- 
al pole position for Sunday's 
race. 

Prost, who clinched his 
fourth World Drivers* Cham- 
pionship a month ago in Por-. 
tugal. overcame a series of 
problems to clock the fastest 
time of the day in opening 
qualifying: 

Prost had been delayed in 
the morning free session by 
engine failure in his Williams 
after only three laps, and this 
hampered his performance in 
the afternoon.. 

But once he found his form, 
be produced a best lap of one 
minute and 38.587 seconds to 
eclipse his nearest rival Ger- 
man Michael Schumacher, in a 
Benetton, by just two- 
hundredths of a second. 

Finland's Mika Hakkinen 
was third-fast est in a McLaren, 
ahead of teammate Brazilian. 
Ayrton Senna. Briton Damon 
Hilf was fifth-fas test in the 
second Wiliams and Austrian 
Gerhard Berger sixth in a Fer- 
rari. 

The session was interrupted 
for 18 minutes when Jean Alesi 
of France lost control of his 
Ferrari and crashed. He was 
unhurt. 

Alesi's car was badly dam- * 
aged when he skidded across 
the circuit on the high-speed 
exit from the long spoon curve. 

Senna later topped the times 
briefly before he .was over- 
hauled by Schumacher's excel- 
lent lap and later by Prost. 

Prost said: “I did not feel 
our can would be well-suited 
to this track and 1 knew we 
would have to do some work to 
be really competitive. 

“So. it was a real * problem 
foor me when I had an engine 
problem this morning. I lost a 
• lot of time and jt" made my job 
today a lot more difficult.” 

Prost said be did not expect 
to take the provisional pole 


- position, but was delighted to 
do so. “It is not an easy track 
to set up the car as it is so 
technical, but I am driving 
without any pressure.” he said. 

Schumacher, who was using 
Benetton's four-wheel steering 
at a Grand Prix for the first 
time, said: “I am surprised. At 
the last couple of races we had 
problems in practice, but the 
team has worked very hard and 
done a fantastic job. 

“We have so many new 
things cm the car and they have 
all worked well. I feel we still 
hae a lot to come and if Wil- 
liams have been having prob- 
lems. I feel we have a good 
chance of taking pole.” 

Hakkinen. who is driving in 
only his second Grand Prix for 
McLaren after replacing 
American Michael Andretti, 
said he had really enjoyed him- 
self. 

“{{.was an exciting session 
again. It could have been even 
better, but 1 would say that 
even if 1 had got pole position. 
I am third, but I could have 
done better." 

Senna, who had an oil leak 
in the morning session, said he 
had lost a chance of taking pole 
in the afternoon when his en- 
gine blew on his second set of 
tyres. “It was very frustrating 
to lose the opportunity to get 
pole,” he said. 

Alesi said the accident was 
his own fault. “I arrived too 
quickly and got sideways. I 
thought I could recover.” he 
said. “But I ended up with my 
right rear wheel on the grass 
and I could do nothing about 
it.” 

Of the three drivers making 
their debuts. Nonhem Ire- 
land's Eddie Irvine was most 
impressive in his Jordan. He 
was 1 Ith fastest on a circuit he 
knows well from three years in 
the Japanese F3000 Cham- 
pionship. 

Toshio Suzuki of Japan, in a 
Larrousse. and Jean-Marc 
Gounon of France, in a Minar- 
di, finished up 23rd and 24th of 
the 24 runners. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

Consisting of one master bedroom, salon, 
dining room, kitchen, telephone, central heat- 
ing. 

Location: 4th Circle, next to the Prime Minis- 
try. 

Tel: 641456 


From Today 

Galeb Salon for Ladies 

Welcomes his respected customers at 
its new location: 

Sweifieh - Commercial Market 
Aideh Complex 


Meanwhile Beneton may yet 
get their hands oh Renault's 
world beating VI0 engine next 
season, via French Formula 
One team Ligier. 

Ligier's new owner. Cyril De 
Rouvre, admitted here Friday 
tht Guy Ligier has been having 
talks with Benetton team chief 
Flavio Briatore. 

Briatore is currently sup- 
plied by Ford with its V8. 

"Guy Ligier. with whom I've 
been working hand in hand, 
has been to London to see 
Briatore." De Rouvre said. 

“There's nothing unusual in 
that, he knows all the tricks of 
the Formula One trade, cer- 
tainly better than 1 do.” 

Officially. De Rouvre said 
the talks only covered "the 
possibilities for technical 
help.” 

But a reliable source said 
that'h elp could rake the form 
of an engine swap. Benetton 
would give Ligier the Frod V 
for nothing and then pay the 
French team 70 million francs 
(S12 million) for the Renault 
power plant. 

This would secure Ligier's. 
financial future, which is in- 
evitably difficult for the smal- 
ler teams in Formula One. 

Benetton's top driver 
Michael Schumacher would 
meanwhile have a far bener 
chance of winning the World 
Championship next season 
against the Williams Renault . 
duo of Ayrton Senna and 
Damon Hill. 

Renault is not expected to 
object to a duel for the title 
between Senna and Schu- 
macher. both powered by Re- 
nault engines. 

The sport's authorities, an- 
xious to level the playing field 
between the top teams, would 
also probably welcome a 
closer-run championship in 
1994 than in 1993 -or 1992. 


winner of the 24-game match- 
will be the first player to score 
12.5 points. 

Karpov held all the trumps 
against Timman during the 
16th game. 

Karpov already enjoyed a 
four-point advantage in the 
match and experts sflid the 
position he had achieved by 
the middle of this game admir- 
ably suited his boa constrictor 
style. 

Kasparov 
expects 
rematch 
with Short 
in 1995 

LONDON (R) — Despite the 
easiest title defence of his 
career, Garry Kasparov is pre- 
dicting a rematch against Brit- 
ish challenger Nigel Short after 
winning their breakaway 
World Championship contest 
in London's Savoy Theatre. 

Kasparov, 30, ended the 24- 
game series with a draw on 
Thursday night that gave him 
I2V5- points to Short's 1-lVi. 
scoring . six wins, one loss, and 
13 'draws. 

’He won more than £1 mil- 
lion ($1.48 million) of the £1.7 
million ($2.5 million) purse 
provided by the Times of Lon- 
don newspaper. 

The champion said he plan- 
ned no special celebrations. 


# l couldn't 
laugh 
tor 17 

years../ 

Until I bought my ring 
with my birth stone 
from: 

D AJANlI 


JEWELLERS 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 



JAPANESE LANGUAGE COURSE 
FROM OCT. 28,1993- JAN.ll ,1994 rj 

FOR REGISTRATION PLEASE 2 

CALL , MRS . RULA TEL Zb* 

(641480) FROM 8 A.M - 1 P.M 
DAILY EXCEPT FRIDAYS . -O 


FOR SALE 

Toshiba satellite T1850C 
386/20M HZ/4MB RAM 120 MB 
HD 

Active Matrix, colour monitor, log/ 
tech mouse/leather case AC 
adapter/2 hour battery. 

Call 670604 




Id.’: 675571 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12=30- 3:30. &V5. 8:30, 1&30 


CONCORD *r 

Dustin Hoffman- • 

Ac cid enta l Hero 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10.30 

CONCORD *2’ 

Faten Hamameh — In . 

Land of Dreams 

Stows: 1230. 3:15. 6K». &I5 


Madiha Kamel / Mahmoud. Hamidah 


THE DEVIL'S CATE 


Shows: I2-J0, 3:15. 5:1X1. 6:45. 8 JO. 10:30 


presents a play entitled: 

Al lim Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
.Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajef, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day • 



The political comedy 

KUOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Ross’ talks on Jordanian 


economy described as positive 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials Friday described as highly 
positive the discussion that 
U.S. Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross held here 
Wednesday on Jordan's eco- 
nomy and said they expected 
concrete measures from 
Washington soon to address 
the Kingdom's difficulties, par- 
ticularly in reducing its foreign 
debt burden. 

The officials said that Mr. 
Ross discussed the problems 
faced by the Kingdom in a 
general context and did not 
specifically raise the possibility 
of Washington writing off 5380 
million in the Kingdom's milit- 
ary debts to the U.S., but that 
it was clear that the U.S. would 
be moving soon in a positive 
direction. 


“The discussion covered the 
Jordanian debt of $942 million 
to the U.S. and how Washing- 
ton was studying various op- 
tions to help Jordan reduce it." 
said one of the sources. “No 
specific mention was made that 
Washington would or could 
write off the military debt.” 
said one source, who preferred 
anonymity. 

Mr. Ross reaffirmed the 
Clinton administration's com- 
mitment to helping Jordan 
overcome its economic prob- 
lems, particularly its foreign 
debt of nearly S7 billion, and 
promised that Washington 
would work closely with other 
creditors of the Kingdom to 
help it reduce its burden, said 
the source. 


the difficulties that will be 
faced, but we also made it clear 
that we will do all we can to try 
to move ahead on this issue." 

Part of the "difficulties” that 
Mr. Ross alluded to was taken 
to imply possible hurdles posed 
by the U.S. Congress in any 
outright write-off of Jordan's 
debts. 

American laws permit the 
write-off of only military debts, 
as Washington has done in the 
case of Egypt and Poland, and 
Jordanian officials have ex- 
pressed high hopes that this 
could be applicable for the 
Kingdom. 

“Some new mechnism will 
have to be found to reduce 
Jordan's non-military debts to 
the U.S.,” said a European 
diplomat. "It is not clear yet 
whether there is a mood in 
Washington to do so, given the 
fact that the administration 
might be reluctant to set prece- 
dents.” 


been given to understand that 
the fact-finding committee's 
report will be positive in 
affirming that Jordan is enforc- 
ing the sanctions against Iraq.” 
said the source. 

The source was referring to 
the visit in September of an 
American official delegation 
which held talks with officials 
and businessmen in Jordan and 
looked into the various aspects 
of Jordan's enforcement of the 


The source declined to be 
specific when asked whether 
Mr. Ross went into any details 
of the practical steps Washing- 
ton might be considering in this 
respect. 

"The next few days and 
weeks should witness some 
positive developments,” said 
the source. 

Mr. Ross himself, addres- 
sing a press conference after 
his talks here, said the discus- 
sions covered the debt ques- 
tion. “We. from our end, 
talked about the president's 
commitment to trying to be as 
responsive as we can on the 
issue of debt. 

“We talked about some of 


In his comments here 
Wednesday. Mr. Ross said 
Washington “still had to sort 
out exactly what is possible.” 
“There sdll are, I think, 
efforts that we are going to 
make on our own. and then 
we'll talk with others who are 
some of the creditors to figure 
out how best we might try to 
reduce the burden that Jordan 
is currently feeling,” he said. 

Diplomatic sources inter- 
preted this comment to mean 
the acceptance by Washington 
that unless it took the lead in 
alleviating Jordan's debt bur- 
den it will not be in a comfort- 
able position to ask some of its 
European friends to do so. 

The Jordanian sources also 
said that another issue raised 
during Mr. Ross' talks here 
was the direct losses that Jor- 
dan was suffering from the 
three-year-old international 
sanctions against Iraq. 

“The U.S. has promised that 
it would do what it could to 
reduce the impact of the sanc- 
tions on Jordan," said one 


source. 


“This would mean an im- 
provement in the inspection of 
Aqaba-bound ships with a view 
to reducing the delays and los- 
ses suffered by Jordanian im- 
porters,” said the source. 

"It is not clear yet how this 
could be achieved, but we have 


sanctions. 

The delegation's report is 
almost in its final form, and the 
findings and recommendations 
therein could be translated into 
measures rhat would alleviate 
the problems faced by Aqaba- 
bound ships, diplomats said. 

Another aspect of the report 
is expected to cover Jordanian 
exports to Iraq of items exempt 
from the sanctions. Jordanian 
exporters have been complain- 
ing that they faced unjustified 
delays in securing U.N. per- 
mission for their exports to 
Iraq while competitors in other 
countries, including Turkey 
and Iran, Iraq's two other 
neighbours, did not have such 
problems. 

An accelerated process of 
clearing Jordanians' requests 
for U.N. permission for ex- 
ports to Iraq is expected to be 
recommended in the report of 
the American delegation, 
which was headed by Ambas- 
sador David Newton. 

Answering a question at 
Wednesday's press conference, 
Mr. Ross said that Washington 
would try to help Jordan within 
the constraints imposed by the 
sanctions on Iraq. 

“We made it clear it is very 
important from our standpoint 
to ensure that the sanctions 
regime is one that continues to 
be enforced, but ws want to 
look for ways to also take 
account (of) Jordan’s needs 
and try to be responsive to 
Jordan's needs while also en- 
suring the sanctions regime.” 
he said. 

There was no detailed ex- 
planation to the role of the 1 
joint Jordanian-American- 
Israeli economic working 
group announced after an Oct. 

1 meeting at the White House 
between President Qinton and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The sources said the working 


group was expected to hold its 
first meeting on the sidelines of 
the next round of the bilateral 
talks between Israel and the 
Arab parties involved in the 
peace process. No date has yet 
been set for the. bilaterals. 

Asked at Wednesday's press 
conference what was the 
group's specific role. Mr. Ross 
said: “We see it as an impor- 
tant mechanism for developing 
and coordinating on projects 
that could be of mutual be- 
nefit. 

“We seen it as an important 
mechanism for coordinating on 
broader efforts to promote 
peace and also areas of econo- 
mic cooperation and economic 
development. So. we would 
hope to be able to move ahead 
in terms of having a meeting of 
such a group in the near future, 
and that’s one of the things we 
talked about here and we will 
be talking about that with the 
Israelis as well.” 

In a general context. Mr. 
Ross also affirmed that Jordan 
had to play a major role in 
contributing to the economic 
development of the Palesti- 
nians in the context of the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord. 


“If you look at the (Tsrael- 
PLO) declaration of principles 
(signed on Sept. 13). within the 
declaration ... itself there is an 
expectation and a need that 
Jordan will take part,” Mr. 
Ross told reporters. “The fact 
of the matter is that when one 
begins talking about economic 
cooperation, many of the 
issues that come up there 
necessarily involve Jordan as 
well.” he said. 


“That is something we 
understood dearly not only 
from the character of the dec- 
laration of prindples but frank- 
ly from the discussions that we 
have had with Palestinians and 
Israelis, and also with the 
Jordanians," added the U.N. 
envoy who held talks with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Tunis before flying to Jordan. 

“So, I think that as steps are 
taken to change the realities on 
the ground, espedally to eco- 
nomic development, those are 
step that both .have an effect on 
Jordan and will be affected by 
Jordan.” he said. 


No customs reduction 
on small cars — Gammo 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Finance Minister 
Sami Gammo Friday ruled out 
any reduction in the customs 
duties charged on small cars 
i mp orted into Jordan, but left 
the door open for a reconsid- 
eration of the duties imposed 
on larger vehicles. 

"It is a big Tk>' for small 
cars,” said Mr. Gammo when 
asked about local reports that 
his ministry was considering 
lowering customs duties on 
automobiles. 

The minister noted the gov- 
ernment had reduced customs 
duties -on passenger cars last 
year, when it was faced with a 
deluge of vehicles brought in 
by expatriates returning from 
Kuwait and some other Gulf 
countries. 

“Now the country's roads 
are jammed with cars, creating 
traffic problems" and high con- 
sumption of imported energy,- 
be noted. 

“What Jordan needs now is 
a focus on national transport," 
he said referring to larger vehi- 
cles, such as buses and trans- 
port vehicles. This is an area 
that the government would be 
looking into, be told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Dr. Fahed Fanck, a col- 
umnist and noted economic 
analyst, rejected the widely- 
held notion that Jordan was 
obliged to reduce customs 
duties on automobiles as part 
of die economic restructuring 
programme it has agreed with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The programme stipulates a 
ceiling on taxes and customs 
duties on products that have 
Jordanian equivalents, he said, 
pointing out that this did not 


apply to automobiles since the 
Kingdom does not manufac- 
ture vehicles. 

Expectations that the Minis- 
try of Finance and Customs 
was to announce a reduction in 
customs duties for passenger 
cars were raised by a report in 
the local press which quoted 
Mr. Gammo as saying that it 
was under consideration. 

But, Mr. Gammo told the 
Jordan Times, the report based 
itself on a quote taken out of 
context and that what he had 
meant was the possibility of the 
government studying customs 
duties on larger transport vehi- 
cles. 

Car dealers in Amman had 
reported a dramatic decline in 
sales in thev/ake of speculation 
that customs duties were going 
to be lowered. 

“There was an air of ex- 
pectation among potential 
buyers that they stood to gain a 
little if they waited a bit lon- 
ger,” said the manager of a 
leading dealer in used cars in 
Amman. 

Hopes of expatriates that 
they stood to gain a total ex- 
emption of customs duties on 
their cars were raised when His 
Majesty King Hussein 
announced a general amnesty 
for violators of the law in 
November 1992. 

But, Finance Ministry offi- 
cials later explained, their in- 
terpretation — as handed 
down from their superiors — 
was that the amnesty did not 
mean that expatriates were ex- 
emped from paying customs 
duties on their cars. 

“Any such exemption would 
not have been fair at all to 
those expatriates who had 
already paid customs on their 
cars,” said a senior Finance 
Ministry official. 


Emotional funeral 


for slain Fateh leader 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Over 10,000 
mourners, many weeping and 
some vowing revenge, packed 
downtown Gaza Friday for the 
funeral of a leading moderate 
and friend of Yasser Arafat 
gunned down in a widening 
cycle of internal Palestinian 
violence that could threaten 
the peace accord. 

Assad Saftawi, 58, was shot 
three times in the bead Thurs- 
day by masked men in front of 
his 12-year-old son on a Gaza 
Street. 

The assassination sent shock 
waves through the occupied 
territories as well as Israel. Mr. 
Saftawi was the most senior of 
three leaders from the Fateh 
faction shot dead since the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment was signed Sept. 13. 

“They were killed because 
they want peace. Those who 
killed them are against peace.” 
.said Fawsi Dchail, whose own 
son Mahal was shot dead Oct. 
16. 


No realistic claims of respon- 
sibility have surfaced in Gaza, 
and few want to talk openly 
about assigning blame. But the 
shootings are widely seen as 
the action of younger, violent 
members of the PLO who ran 
the uprising against Israel and 
do not want to be supplanted 
under the autonomy accord by 
an older, more political gen- 
eration. 

The death of a figure re- 
spected by all factions spread 
fear among Gazans that the 
violence will escalate, with 
many asking “who will be 
next?” 

Mr. Saftawi was a friend of 
Mr. Arafat since their universi- 
ty days who helped found his 
Fateh movement, the largest 


PLO taction. He played a key 
behind-the-scenes role in 
mediation efforts among 
Israel, Egypt and the PLO 
which led to the accord to start 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
city of Jericho. 

In an area almost inured to 
violence due to the hundreds 
killed in the uprising; the death 
of a revered school headmaster 
evoked widespread public 
grief. 

Behind the four horseman 
and the huge Palestinian flag 
leading the cortege , thousands 
of mourners cried openly. Mr. 
Saftawi's body was put on a 
truck, covered with another 
flag and piles of flowers. 

Black banners stretched 
over the roads where the pro- 
cession passed carried mes- 
sages like: “He is a martyr of 
treachery and treason” and de- 
manded revenge. 

Israeli soldiers stood at in- 
tersections, watching the pro- 
cession without interfering. 

“All the Palestinian people 
loved Saftawi and we are very 
angry,” Mahmoud Saiameh, 
sheikh of the A1 Amari Mos- 
que. said. 

“Injustice is easier to take 
when in comes from the enemy 
rather than a brother." 
another prayer leader intoned. 

“This kina of action kills the 
Palestinian cause. In the Israeli 
Knesset they shout at each 
other, but here we shoot at 
each other.” said Mr. Ikhail. 

Businesses throughout Gaza 
were shut in general protest 
strike. 

Elsewhere in Gaza City, a 
28-year-old female nurse 
named Palestine Hijazi was 
axed to death at a clinic as an 
alleged collaborator with 
Israel, Arab reports said. No 
other details were available. 


Ghali’s secret Mogadishu visit sparks protests 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Supporters of warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed staged 
angry protests and erected bar- 
ricades during a brief and 
secretive visit to Mogadishu 
Friday by United Nations 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali. . 

Journalists were barred from 
Mogadishu airport except the 
official U.N. television as Dr. 


Ghali made a two-hour stop, 
defying warnings from the 
U.S. government and his own 
security advisers that his pre- 
sence might shatter a fragile 
13-day-old ceasefire. U.N. 
sources said. 

He never left the heavily- 
fortified airport, where he vi- 
sited a Romanian field hospit- 
al. 

The morale-boosting visit 


was designed to “demonstrate 
appreciation and support for 
the U.N. staff here, working 


under difficult conditions/ 
said U.N. spokesman Farouk 
Mawlawi, who had maintained 
a stony silence about the visit 
until Dr. Ghali left. 

But Mawlawi said Dr. Gbaii, 
a former Egyptian minister, 
had met only 40 to 50 U.N. 
staffers including senior milit- 


ary commanders from the 
U.S.. French, Italian, Belgian 
and other forces here. 

Dr. Ghali first spent several 
hours in the central town of 
Baidoa where he visited a 
school and an orphanage. 


U.N. television film showed 
Dr. Ghali stressing to Baidoa 
elders that a political solution 
to Somalia's chaos had to come 
by March 31. 


Jordan’s role is in no way 


diminished — -Abu Nowar 


LONDON (Petra) — Informa- 
ti&n Minister Maan Abu 
Nowar has said that Jordan has 
an important role to play in the 
region despite its small geog- 
raphic size and limited econo- 
mic resources. 


He was speaking in an inter- 
view with Saudi Arabia's Ai 
Sharq Ai Awsat newspaper, 
published in London. 

On Jordan's political future 
following the signing the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation accord. Dr. Abu 
Nuwar said there was no 
reason for fear or concern 
“since Jordan is a full-fledged 
independent state with its inde- 
pendent official institutions.” 


“Jordan is leading a demo- 
cratic life,” he noted. 

“Jordau is one of the oldest 
political entities in the region 
and the Jordanian people are 
capable of defending its entity, 
honour, and human dignity, as 
they have always done since 
1921,” he said. “The rapid 
develpments which the region 
is witnessing warrants the 
establishment of a new Arab 
order based on brotherhood 
and understanding.” 

He reiterated Jordan's com- ‘ 


mitment to Arab coordination 
and said Jordan would not take 
any unilateral decision that 
might harm Arab coordina- 
tion. 

Throughout the two-year- 
old Middle East peace talks. 
Jordan has been keen on coor- 
dinating with the Arabs and 
never adopted a unilateral de- 
cision and did not sign the 
Jordanian-Israeli agenda until 
after the Palestinians signed 
the declaration of principles 
with the Israelis, Dr. Abu 
Nowar pointed out. 

On His Royal Highness 
Crown Hassan’s meeting with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, Dr. Abu Nowar 
said. 


“Jordan does not fear nego- 
tiating with anybody. Nor does 
it fear claiming its rights any- 
where. Jordan will not hesitate 
in supporting negotiations but 
will not negotiate secretly.” 
Jordanian-Syrian relations. 
Dr. Abu Nowar said, are 
brotherly and historical and 
will continue to be so just as 
Jordan's ties are with other 
Arab countries. 
Jordanian-Syrian contacts 


Arafat gets pledges of 
French aid, cooperation 


PARIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, on his first visit to Europe 
since signing a historic peace 
agreement with Israel, has won 
pledges of rapid aid from 
France and practical help from 
French businessmen. 

President Francois Mitter- 
rand promised to lobby Euro- 
pean Community (EC) leaders 
at a summit next week to speed 
up visible aid for health ser- t 
vices and education in die' 
occupied territories, his 
spokesman said. 

And French business leaders 
offered swift assistance to re- 
build the crumbling infrastruc- 
ture of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip after 26 years of 
Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Arafat said France will 
provide a quarter of aid 
pledged ' by the EC to the 
Palestinian autonomous areas 
of Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

He set no figure, but the EC 
pledged 500 million ECUs ($600 
, million) in aid over five yeara 
and 90 million ECUs ($108 mil- 
lion) in 1993 after the Septem- 
ber 13 autonomy accord signed 
with Israel in Washington. 

Mr. Arafat was speaking af- 


ter lunching here as guest of 
National Assembly Speaker 
Philippe Seguin. 

The PLO leader was set to 
meet French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur later Friday 
after lunching on Thursday 
with President Mitterrand. 

Mr. Arafat pledged that the 
Palestinians would follow 
French revolutionary ideals of 
liberty, equality and fraternity. 

“France today stands by our 
side at this new dawn in the 
Middle East,” he told a joint 
news conference with Mr. Se- 


guin. 

The PLO leader also met the 
head of the U.N. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural. Orga- 
nisation. Federico Mayor, to 
discuss boosting education and 
protecting holy places. 

Meanwhile the head of the 
French, employers’ organisa- 
tion,;. Francois Perigot, said 
French companies were ready 
to play a part in laying the 
foundations of an economy in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Mr. Perigot, who is presi- 
dent of the CNPF employers’ 
federation, spoke after a meet- 
ing he and representatives 
from 10 big French companies 
held with Mr. Arafat. 


Switzerland converts loans 


(Conthraed from page 1) 


improved living conditions 
for its people the concept of 
“the dividends of peace” 
would sound hollow. 

“The disparities in the re- 
gion are so vast that unless 
tiie gaps are narrowed, it is 
difficult to see how peace can 
be beneficial,” he said, not- 
ing that the per capita income 
in Israel was ten times more ■ 
■ than that in Jordan. 

Reminded that European 
countries have been resisting 
calls for outright write-off as 
a form of debt relief arguing 
that it would set precedents 
for other Third World de- 
btors. Mr. Gammo said there 
were many other avenues 
available to offer debt relief. 

In any case, he said. “Jor- 
dan's case is unique. Its eco- 
nomic problems were not 
solely of its own malting, and 
it is not a typical case of a 
country overborrowing and 
incurring external debts.” 

Jordan should not be lined up 
among other Third World de- 
btors and be subject to the 
same parameters that apply 
to debtor countries since the 
external obligations that it 
had to incur were prompted 
by circumstances created by 
factors beyond its control, he 
said. 

The finance minister ex- 
plained that Jordan had 
absorbed several waves of 
“refugees and displaced peo- 
ple,” as well as the more than 
300.000 expatriates who re- 
turned home after the Gulf 
crisis despite the heavy 
strains they imposed on the 
Kingdom's economy and in- 
frastructure. 

"These were situations 
beyond Jordan's control, and 
Jordan could not be left alone 
to handle the burden.”, be 
said. “It is partly an interna- 
tional responsibility.” 

The Paris Gub of creditor 
governments has in principle 
offered a debt reduction of 
around $20 million, an insig- 
nificant sum when seen 
against the backdrop of the 
' Kingdom's overall debts. 

Mr. Gammo referred to 
the new economic realities 


that Jordan faced in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis. He died as 
an example of Jordan's prob- 
lems the sudden emergence 
of a need to upgrade its ener- 
gy sector. “It was established 
earlier that Jordan’s power 
needs could be satisfactorily 
met until the year 1997," he 
said. Now. with the addition 
of 10 per cent in population, 
“we find ourselves pressed to 
upgrade generating fadlities 
in 1994,” he said. 

Such situations apply to 
almost every segment of the 
infrastructure, "whether 
health services, water supply, 
education and transport ser- 
vices,” he said. 

Jordan is not seeking a 
unilateral wipe-off of its 
debts, he said. Options were 
available to the creditors to 
convert their dues from Jor- 
dan into investments in the 
Kingdom and reap benefits 
from the holdings while con- 
tributing to Jordan's efforts 
to interact with regional eco- 
nomic development as part of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. he said. 

“It is a two-way street,” he 
pointed out. “Both the inves- 
tor and Jordan will benefit 
from such investments." 

European diplomats say 
that under the present global 
debt situation, it will be diffi- 
cult for their governments to 
consider debt write-offs since 
other Third World debtors 
would cite it as a precedent 
and seek similar debt relief. 

“We are willing to discuss 
investment projects in Jordan 
and I believe the government 
of Jordan should table con- 
crete projects on the table 
without delay.” said the di- 
plomat. who preferred 
anonymity. He declined to 
elaborate whether such in- 
vestments could come in the 
form of converted debts. 

The diplomat said, howev- 
er. that by and large Euro- 
pean Community (EC) mem- 
bers — the wealthiest in 
Europe — understood Jor- 
dan's predicament and 
shared the view that relief 
should be .extended to the 
Kingdom within the limita- 
tions of their governments. 



are continuous and His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and President 
Hafez AI Assad recently ex- 
changed views over the phone 
on regional and international 
issues of common interest, he 
noted. 

In answer to a question ab- 
out rumours that Palestinians 
living in Lebanon will be set- 
tled in Jordan. Dr. Abu Nowar 
said this was “strange” in- 
formation and that there “will 
not be any movement of 
Palestinians from anywhere to 
anywhere.” 

“Jordan has endured a lot, 
and it will not be able to accept 
any new migration of whatever 
kind,” be said. 

Asked whether Jordan will 
host the environment commit- 
tee meetings emanating from 
the multilateral talks of the 
peace process. Dr. Abu Nowar 
said it was premature to talk 
about this subject and stressed 
that Jordan had not offered to 
host such meetings. 

On the Nov. 8 elections. Dr. 
Abu Nowar said the govern- 
ment had made all the neces- 
sary arrangements to ensure 
the integrity of elections and 
that they are held in a free and 
democratic atmosphere. 


Court hears 


defence 


complaint 


AMMAN (Petra) — The State 
Security Court Thursday met 
for the third day in a row to 
hear testimony from defence 
witnesses in the case of the 
Islamic Liberation Party (Hezb 
At Tahrir AI Islami). 

At the beginning of the ses- 
sions. presided over by Col- 
onel Hafez Amin, defence 
lawyers presented a memoran- 
dum containing comments on 
the progress of the case, saying 
the continuous hearings do not 
allow the defence sufficient 
time to collect evidence. let 
alone the. psychological and 
physical stress they put on the 
defence and defendants. 

The court decided to post- 
pone discussion of this memor- 
andum to a later session. . 

The court then heard the 
testimony of a superior officer 
on the third defendant. 

The officer said the defen- 
dant used to listen to advice 
and accept it, and respected 
the soldiers under his com- 
mand and treated them well. 


The court also heard the 
testimony of another witness 
who said that the third defen- 
dant was a very normal person 
and that throughout the period 
they shared a room at the Muta 
University dormitory, he did 
not notice the defendant hav- 
ing relations or affiliations to 
any illegal party or organisa- 
tion. 

The third witness, head of a 
prison, said the defendants re- 
ceived proper medical treat- 
ment immediately after they" 
entered the prison. He added 
that a doctor regularly visits all 
inmates and refer cases to hos- 
pital for medical treatment 
whenever needed. 

He also said that he allowed 
the defence lawyers to visit the 
defendants, and allowed the 
defendants to have radios and - 
provided them with newspap- 
ers. 

The prison doctor testified 
that he examined the defen- 
dants' bodies but could not 
find any signs of torture. 

He added that psychiatrists 
usually help him to the course 
of his duties and that none of 
them had informed him of any 
psychological problems faced 
by any of the defendants. 

Hie court continues its hear- 
ing Saturday. It acceded to a 
request by the defence to ask 
the doctor to present the de- 
fendants' medical records in 
court. 


Rebels say 
Iraq used 


poison gas 


LONDON (R) — An Iraqi 
opposition group said on Fri- 
day hundreds of marsh Arabs 
were killed or injured in a 
chemical gas attack by Iraqi 
government forces last month. 

British Parliamentarian 
Emma Nicholson, who is in- 
volved with a refugee camp on 
the Iraqi-Iranian border, also 
said that doctors working there 
had received similar reports 
from refugees fleeing the area 
near the south-eastern Iraqi 
city of Basra. 

"Patients have come across 
from the Iraqi side and have- 
reported to them that there has 
indeed been a terrible chemical 
weapons assault.” she told Bri- 
tain's BBC radio. 



Planet to be 
named after 
tycoon 


SYDNEY (R) — The late Au- 
stralian tycoon. Robert 
Holmes A Court,, is to be 
immortalised in the heavensin 
the form of a new minor planet 
to be named in his honour. 
Astronomers at the Perth 
Observatory who discovered 
the asteroid said Friday they 
had submitted his name to 
international astronomical au- 
thorities. “He was a prominent 
Western Australian and I think 
it would be appropriate to 
commemorate him in this 
way,” the observatory’s direc- 
tor, Mike Candy, told Reuters 
from Perth. The asteroid, now 
known as 1980 TL, is a 10 
kilometre wide boukfcr drift- 
ing between Mars and Jupiter. 
It was spotted in 1980 by astro- 
nomer Alison McNay but 
could not be named until its 
orbit around the sun had been 
catalogued. That was done ear- 
lier this year, and the Interna- 
tional Astronomical Union, 
which decides on stellar 
nomenclature, asked the astro- 
nomers to name their discov- 
ery. It will be known as 3764 
Holmes A Court. Mr. Holmes 
A Court, who died in 1990, 
made his millions through his. 
successful Bell Group Lt and 
Heytsbury Holdings com- 
panies. He was a phQanthrop- 
; ist, supporter of aborigines and 
collector of aboriginal art. His 
‘wife Janet now runs his 
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Indonesia extends 
lottery for 3 years 




JAKARTA (R) — The In- 
donesian government has de- 
rided to extend its lottery for 
three years despite protests by 
thousands of Muslims who. 
claim gambling violates Islamic 
Law, a spokesman for the lot- 
tery said Friday. The spokes- 
man said the Social Affairs 
Ministry made the derision last 
month to extend the lottery, 
whose six-year licence expires 
in December. Some 5,000 
Muslim students and youths 
marched through Bandung in 
West .Java Wednesday after 
Social Affairs Minister Endang 
Kusuma Suweno said the gov- 
ernment planned to extend the 
lottery because it funds social 
events such as sport. Local 
■newspapers reported that 
several students and a military 
official were slightly injured in 
a dash. Muslims in West Java: 
have staged recent protests 
against the government- 
sponsored lottery on religious 
founds while human rights 
activists say it lures the poor 
into spending their money. 
The lottery, with ticket prices 
at 1,000 rupiah ($47 cents'! and 
5,000 rupiah ($2.38). offers a 
one billion rupiah ($475,000) 
first prize every week in this 
overwhelmingly Muslim coun- 
try. 
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Over 100 million 
Chinese are aged 
over 60 ^ 


PEKING (AFP) — China has 
more than 100 million people 
aged over 60 and their number i . 
is growing by three per cent a 
year, official figures showed ^ ■ 
Friday. By 2,000, the country 
will have 130 million over-60s, 

10 per cent of the population, 
the Xinhua News Agency said. *.- 
They already represented 
more than 10 per cent of the 
populations of Peking and 
Shanghai. Average life expec- 
tancy for a Chinese was now' 71 > 

years, it said. China was rare 
among developing countries m ’ 
having so large a proportion of l : 
aged in its population, a phe- 
nomenon more common in in- 
dustrialised countries such as 
Sweden and Britain. Chinese 
demographic analysts have ex- 
pressed concern about the tf; 
ageing of the country’s popula- S- 
tion in view of central govern- V 
ment laws prohibiting city- 
resident couples from having 
more than one child. In-- 
creasingly, those children. - " ' 
would find themselves re- 
sponsible for the care of the 
elderly, the analysts said. 
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Couple fined 
$2,500 for 2nd child 


PEKING (AFP) -A Chinese 

($2,500) for refusing to abort 
their second child in con- 
travention of the country’s 
single-child law, a provincial 
newspaper reported. And, be- 
cause the couple was unable to 
P 12,000 yuan; 
v . ,Uoo), a court ordered the 
seizure their television set. 
washing machine and otiier be- 
longings as well, the Heflong- 
jiang Legal News said. The 
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average yearly earnings of a 
Chinese is 4,000 yuan ($689). 




